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Mud 
tops the 
festival 
bill as 
rain 
rules 
centre 
court 


Paul McCann 

The Glastonbury Festival site 
has turned into a “bog of melt- 
ed chocolate" awaiting the 
90,000 music fans who will 
show up today looking for a 
good time. 

But while mud and min is 
viewed as an essential part of the 
Glastonbury experience, tennis 
fans at Wimbledon were faced 
with a second day of continuous 
rain. Play was finally abandoned 
without a loll beiiq* struck at 6pm 
and Alan Mills, the tournament 
referee, said he was considering 
another People’s Sunday, when 
anyone could turn up and get into 
Wimbledon just by queueing. 

By this stage in the tourna- 
ment 226 marches should have 
been completed but by Wednes- 
day evening only 94 matches 
had been played. 

Meanwhile in Somerset, po- 
lice advised everyone going to 
Glastonbury to take wellingtons 
and warm, waterproof clothing 
and to prepare for parking de- 
lays because of the mud. But 
outdoor clothing specialists in 
central London were reporting 
that they had sold out of 
wellingtons. 

Tractor-loads of stones and 
wood chips were yesterday be- 
ing brought in to cover the 
sludge, and gas heaters were be- 
ing set up. At one point yes- 
terday the police described 
conditions as a total chaos", 
with only one of the 14 access 
lanes to the site passable. 

The majority of campers wifi 
arrive today, but the site had al- 
ready become a quagmire yes- 
terday, a festival spokesman 
said. "More and more mud just 
keeps oozing up out of the 
ground," one steward said. “You 
could say it looks tike a bog of 
melted chocolate,” he added. 

The festival is facing its 
biggest wash-out since 1985 
when most festival-goers gave 
up the battle to stay dry and 
learned to love the mud after it 
rained non-stop from Friday 
evening to Sunday afternoon. 

Michael Eavis, owner of the 
farm where the festival is held, 
tried to put a cheery spin on the 
weather “It’s going to be gloomy 
in the skies," he said, "but very 
promising on the ground. It's like 
an outward bound course ... It’s 
character-building for our 
youngsters and will make them 
better and stronger." 



Brown’s 

radical 

Budget 


Wot outlook: Fred Perry’s statue at Wimbledon, and Glastonbury boat-sellers Photographs: David Ashdown, Brian Harris 


Police have closed off the 
eastbound carriageway of the 
A36I near Pihon and warned 
anyone not going to the festi- 
val to give the area a wide berth. 

Forecasts for the weekend 
ahead predkL more rain. 

■ Michael Eavis bit out yester- 
day at an article in this week's Big 
Issue magazine which describes 
how people without tickets man- 
aged to get through the festivals 
fence. “I am furious about this 
... It is quite unbelievable and 
completely counterproductive 
for our cause," he said. 

Adding to organisers' worries 
are reports that the campaign 
group Reclaim the Streets is 
planning an organised assault on 
the perimeter fence as a protest 
at ibe end of free festivals. 
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Gordon Brown will signal a 
long-term overhaul of the tax 
and benefit systems in next 
Wednesday's Budge L He will 
also announce radical plans to 
reshape the entire Budget 
process. 

Beyond the central measures 
of his welfare-to-work scheme 
for the young and long-term un- 
employed, financed by the 
windfall tax. the Chancellor 
will outline his intention to im- 
prove wort incentives and re- 
duce the burden of taxation on 
the low-paid. 

The Budget will also em- 
phasise the use of the tax sys- 
tem to cut back on pollution and 
encourage energy-saving. The 
Chancellor and John Prescott, 
Deputy Prime Minister, yes- 
terday met in private to discuss 
the inclusion of “green taxes" 
which will form a key part of the 
Budget. 

They discussed a hike in the 
duty on petrol and diesel, and 
it is believed there will be in- 
creases in other environmental 
taxes, such as the landfill tax, 
while VAT on loft insulation is 
expected to be cut in line with 
the redaction in VAT on do- 
mestic fuel from 8 per cent to 
5 per cent. 

Senior ministers believe that 
Britain, tike California will not 
object to taxes that are seen as 
environmentally friendly, mak- 
ing Mr Prescon's supermimsoy, 
in charge of the environment, 
transport and the regions, a ve- 
hicle for new tax revenues. 

Tony Blair slaked out the 
Government's commitment to 
reducing greenhouse gases in 
his speech to the United 
Nations on Monday, in a clear 
signal that more green taxes are 
on the way. The long-term op- 
tions being considered include 
road tolls, road pricing, and re- 
placing the road fund licence 
with higher petrol duties. 

The Chancellor is expected to 
confirm the Government's man- 
ifesto pledge to introduce a lOp 
starting rate of income tax. 

Mr Brown will indicate plans 
to shift away from expensive tax 
reliefs and allowances that dis- 
proportionately help the well-off. 

The most vulnerable of these 
are mortgage interest tax relief 
and the married couples’ al- 
lowance, which between them 
cost £5-5bn a year. Thx relief on 


Labour suspends Prescott’s ally 






Christian Wofanar 

Westminster Correspondent 

A prominent Labour politician 
ana friend of John Prescott, the 
Deputy Prime Minister, has 
been suspended by the Labour 
Party over allegations that he as- 
saulted three people at an elec- 
tion victory party. 

Labour’s National Executive 
Committee is investigating al- 
legations that John Black, who 
is chairman of the Hull dty par- 
ty. attacked a former Humber- 
side councillor, David Harris, 
and,. John Cherry, the agent of 
the former Hull MP Stuart 
Randall, at a victory rally a week 
after last month's election. 

The NEC is conducting a 
wider investigation into affaire 


in the Labour-dominated coun- 
cil which has been hit by a 
number of allegations of im- 
propriety, including a statement 
last year by Mr Randall that the 
council was “corrupt”. The 
council denied this vehemently. 

Earlier this month. Pat 
Doyle, the leader of the coun- 
cil, said that he had asked the 
NEC to hold an investigation so 
that “the detractors (anony- 
mous or named) will be asked 
to produce evidence to sub- 
stantiate specific complaints”. 

Mr Black, who is afro hous- 
ing chairman of the dty coun- 
cil, has been suspended by the 
NEC from holding any party of- 
fice until an investigation into 
the affair is completed. A coun- 
cil spokesman said that he would 


continue as housing chairman 
because the suspension only re- 
lated to Labour Party posts. 

A Labour Party source said: 
“We are going to use this mo- 
dern to cany out a full-scale in- 
quiry into Hull as we have been 
worried about events there for 
some time.” The remit is un- 
derstood to iodude investigation 
of complaints about Mr Black’s 
expenses when he- was Lord 
Mayor two years ago. Mr Black 
has denied any wrongdoing. 

A letter obtained by The In- 
dependent detailing the com- 
plaint from Mr Cherry says 
that he and Mr Harris were 
leaving the celebration when 
they were jumped on and 
abused by a group which in- 
cluded Mr Black. 


Mr Black is a controversial k>- 
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Pfl The astronauts on the Mir space ES 

kj station face a grim wait before they fwj 
M caoperfcroi a spacewalk to repair ES 

U-l g, e damage caused by a collision Ej 
E3 with another spacecraft. B^e3 pi 


THE BROADSHEET 
Business & City 21-24 

Comment "17-19 

! Foreign news . . .tl-16 

Gazette *20 

Home news -2-10 


Leading articles ...17 

Letters .17 

Obituaries 20 

Shares -24 

Sport .26-30 

Unit trusts .25 


THE TABLOID 

Architecture 6,7 

Arts reviews ..... .19 

Classical music .16-18 

Feature .8^9 

Games .....22 


the country’s first Housing Ac- 
tion "Bust, a Tory initiative that 

estates. ^Ifcwork onthe coun- 
cil bas been praised by Mr 
Prescott, the MP for Hull East 

Mr Randal] stood down as an 
MP just before the election af- 
ter a battle with Mr Black 
whom he was suing for libel be- 
cause Mr Black alleged he was 
unsuitable to be an MP. 

Mr Black issued a statement 
last night saying that the Labour 
Party had informed him that it 
was a “technical and adminis- 
trative suspension to enable 
the inquiry to proceed." He de- 
clined to comment when con- 
tacted by The Independent. 

John Lyttie j 
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pension contributions, which 
channels about £6bn a year to 
top rale taxpayers, is a longer- 
term candidate for reform. The 
most likely alternative would be 
to introduce a flat-rate tax cred- 
it on pension contributions. 

This ties in with the approach 
being taken by the weliare-to- 
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work task force, headed by Mar- 
lin Taylor, chief executive of 
Barclays. The Chancellor favours 
boosting low incomes through lax 
credits m order to get around the 
way the loss of benefits reduces 
the incentive to work. 

Welfare-to-work will be the 
core theme of the Budget, and 
Mr Brown wilJ give details of the 
training and education schemes 
to be offered to 18- to 25-year- 
olds with the money raised 
from the windfall tax on the pri- 
vatised utilities. The Chancel- 
lor is expected to confirm the 
scrapping of universal child 


benefit for 16- to 18-year-olds, 
in return for means tested ed- 
ucational allowances. 

With an emphasis on creat- 
ing jobs and boosting invest- 
ment in the long term in his 
Budget speech, Mr Brown is ex- 
pected to encourage companies 
to retain profits for investment 
rather than paying them as div- 
idends by ending the dividend 
tax credit claimed by pension 
funds. The move will harm 
profits in the short term, but the 
proceeds could be channelled 
back to companies. 

Hie Chancellor will set out 
a new approach to fijture Bud- 
gets. He will draw a parallel be- 
tween the transparency he has 
introduced to the setting of in- 
terest rates, by making the 
Bank of England independent 
and accountable, and the need 
for the same kind of openness 
about taxes and spending. 

In his speech on Wednesday 
he will afro set out the Gov- 
ernment's intention to run a 
macroeconomic policy that de- 
livers stable growth and low in- 
flation, setting this in the 
context of the need to remain 
competitive in a global market. 

The recent assessment of the 
Treasury’s economic assump- 
tions by the National Audit Of- 
fice made it plain that Mr Brown 
has taken a cautious approach 
to public finances. Actual gov- 
ernment borrowing this year and 
next could well be lower than the 
Budget “Red Book” wifi indicate 
because the economic boom 
wifi boost tax revenues. 

Don Macmtyre, page 19 
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Committee may examine 
MP’s expulsion claims 

Claims by a rebel Labour MP that he was threatened with expulsion 
over devolution could be investigated by Westminster’s powerful 
S tandar ds and Privileges Committee, it emerged last night. 

As the row over allegations by Llew Smith exploded into an 
angiv exchange of letters between William Hague and the Prime 
Minister, a member of the committee suggested that Mr Blau- 
should look to his laurels. Peter Bottomley, a former Conservative 
minister, said that if Mr Smith complained to the committee as he 
had threatened to do, it should take the matter seriously. 

Last night, Mr Smith said he was considering his nest move, but 
confirmed he was considering a complaint to the Standards and 
Privileges Committee. He had spoken to the chief whip, Nick 
Brown, yesterday afternoon and bad been told he would not be 
disciplined for speaking out against his party, he said. Fran Abrams 

Health authorities advised not to sue 

Health minister Tessa Jowell has warned health authorities not to 
sue tobacco companies for the costs of treating smokers' illnesses. 

Mrs Jowell said she did not want to see health authorities tied up 
in costly legal action. The decision on whether to sue should be 
made by the Government, she insisted. 

A group of health authorities led by Croydon in south London 
had earlier appeared ready to sue the tobacco industry, buoyed up 
by Last week’s historic £225bn legal settlement in America. US 
tobacco companies have agreed to pay the money into a 
compensation fund to help cancer victims in return for legal 
imm unity. It has been estimated thaL a similar group action against 
British tobacco firms could net £2Sbn. Jeremy Laurance 

Tory sleaze report expected soon 

The go-ahead for publication 
of the report into the sleaze 
allegations against Ne3 
H amil ton, the former Tory 
minis ter (pictured), is expected 
to given next week at the first 
meeting of the Commons select 
committee on standards and 
privileges. 

The committee also has to 
carry out its own investigation 
on the evidence in the report 
by Sir Gordon Downey, 
Parliamentary Commissioner, 
and it is likely to call Mr 
Hamilton to give evidence, before producing its own findings. 

Gerald Howarth, a Tory MP and friend of Mr Hamilton, 
yesterday objected that the committee included new members, who 
would have no experience of Commons procedures. Cofin Brown 

Gas blast leaves 100 homeless 

A massive blast which ripped through a south London tower block 
yesterday morning was almost certainly caused by a gas explosion. 
Eight residents on the Kerrin Point estate, in Kennington. were 
injured by flying debris as the blast shattered every window in the 
21 -storey budding and flung rubble up to 100 yaitis. All were 
treated for cuts at St Thomas' Hospital and later released. 
Yesterday, as investigators searched for the cause of the explosion 
which has left more than 100 people without homes. Spokesmen 
from Lambeth Council said the building's basement boiler room 
was the seat of the blast. James Mellor 

Corporate arts sponsorship in crisis 

Corporate sponsorship of the arts is in ‘‘mid-crisis'’, according lo 
the businessman with the biggest arts budget in the country. 

Rodger Broad, head of British Telecom’s sponsorship 
programme, which will give £1.5m to the arts this year, said the 
Thatcherite dream of corporate backing was “faltering". There was 
a “mis-match between what the arts need and what they’re getting". 

“The amount of cash sponsorship of the arts has been decreasing 
over the years ... If you cover up the problem for too long, the 
problem becomes quite a substantial one." Louise Jury 

Mini golfer hits hole-in-one 

Five-year-old Matthew Draper shot hims elf into the record books 
yesterday by becoming the youngest golfer in Britain to hit a hole- 
m-one. Matthew's father, Philip Draper, 35. and other players 
watched in amazement as his ball sailed down the fairway of the 
fourth hole at Cherwell Edge miniature golf course, at Banbury, 
before rolling straight into the hole. Mr Draper said: “I knew he 
had hit it weQ but I never thought it would go ail the way.” 

Matthew, whose hero is Nick Faldo, said: “It was good. I put my 
arms out and went ‘Yeah'." 
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r : NOT SO SMOOTH:- A" Jamaican magistrate yesterday said lie would issue an arrest warrant for 
the singerSade (abaVeft after sheTailed to answer charges of dangerous driving. The 38-year- 
old, who sold millions of albums in the 1980s, and had been Hying in Jamaica with her partner 
and their child, was reported to' have returned to Britain. She has already denied the charges 


Mother loses rights battle for 
parents of premature babies 

A mother yesterday failed in her bid to effect a change been “futile, foolish and heroic” to try to save the baby’s 
in the law to allow parents of premature babies life. He said her heart rate was 10 beats per minute in- 
to insist they are given intensive care. stead of 120-1 60 and that her skin was gelatinous and 


A mother yesterday failed in her bid to effect a change 
in the law to allow parents of premature babies 
to insist they are given intensive care. 

Kirsty Cassidy, 22. lost her case against a doctor who 
decided not to resuscitate her prematurely bom daugh- 
ter, Rebecca, because she was “non-viable". 

Sheriff Principal Robert Hay, giving judgment after a 
fatal accident inquiry at Ayrshire County Hospital. 
Scotland, said the decision made by the doctor was both 
reasonable and in the best interests of the child. 

Rebecca was bom at the hospital on 7 September last 
year, at between 23 and 25 weeks gestation, and weigh- 
ing IK) 4ozs. During the four-day inquiry earfierthis m o nth . 
Mrs Cassidy, a mother-of-two, accused her paediatrician, 
Dr Faisal al-Zidgali, of failing in his duty to keep the child 
alive by resuscitating her. 

She described how he had come into the defivery room, 
where a midwife was giving the baby oxygen, took one 
look at the baby and said: “I am sorry, she is too small, 
she is not viable. There is nothing 1 can do." He had then 
walked out 

Dr al-Zidgali later told the inquiry that it would have 


Emily Lloyd 
walks out on 
West End 


The actress Emily Uoyd last 
night pulled out of Pygmalion 
- her West End debut Neither 
her agent publicist, nor the 
play’s producers would 
comment on her sudden 
departure. 

Uoyd, best-known for her 
acclaimed portrayal of the 
young Cynthia Payne in Wish 
You Warn Here, was due to 
open on Monday in the 
George Bernard Shaw play at 
the Theatre Royal, Windsor. 

The 26-year-old was to 
have starred as Eliza Doolittle 
alongside Michael Elphick 
and Roy Marsden. 

The production is due to 
transfer to the Albery Theatre 
in the West End on 22 July, but now it will be without its star. 

Lloyd's London-based agent Ben Jones, said: “Yes, it Is true she has 
pulled out but I cannot say any more." . 

A statement from the play's publicist was expected later. 

Shaw's play centres on Professor Higgins' wager with Colonel Picker- 
ing that he can transform a commorrCovent Garden flower girl into a 
lady fit to be presented at Court. 

It was adapted for the screen and became a hugely successful film. 
My Fair Lady, starring Rex Harrison and Audrey Hepburn. 
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been “futile, foolish and heroic” to try to save the baby’s 
fife. He said her heart rate was 10 beats per minute in- 
stead of 120-160 and that her skin was gelatinous and 
grey, indicating that there was not enough oxygenated 
blood in her body. 

In his 1 1-page judgment yesterday Sheriff Principal Hay 
said he was satisfied that “there were no reasonable pre- 
cautions whereby the death might have been avoided”. 

However, he criticised Dr al-Zidgali for classifying Re- 
becca's death as a spontaneous abortion instead of a 
five birth - a decision that was later reversed. 

“If Rebecca's birth and death had been recorded ac- 
curately as a live birth and neonatal death, and not ini- 
tially as a miscarriage or abortion, her parents might have 
been saved some unnecessary distress,” he sakl. 

Mrs Cassidy said later that she and her husband, John, 
woDId carry On the campaign and might take it to the 
European Court of Human Rights. 

A spokeswoman for the British Medical Association 
said clinical decisions had to be left to the doctor. “He 
should be left to make them based on the evidence he 
has got" Jeremy Laurance 


Laker to fight 
BA in US court 

Sir Freddie Laker, the low-fare avi- 
ation pioneer, is once again taking 
on British Airways through the 
courts, it was announced yester- 
day. 

Sir Freddie, who now runs Laker 
Airways services between Florida 
and the UK is suing BA in a US 
court over the allocation of take-off 
and landing slots at Gatwick airport 
In the 1960s, Sir Freddie won a 
£6m settlement from BA and other 
airlines after his claims that major 
carriers caused the collapse of his 
transatlantic Skytrain service in 
1982. His victory ensured that Sir 
Freddie would be remembered as 
a plucky David fighting a ruthless 
and bureaucratic Goliath. 

Sir Freddie filed his latest law- 
suit in his adopted home town of 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida, under 
American anti-competition laws. 

His airline claims BA is in violation 
of these laws by “exclusionary tac- 
tics that deny Laker Airways a fair 
opportunity to compete on the Mia- 
mi-London scheduled service route". 

Sir Freddie, now 75, said: “Our 
efforts to resolve the matter were 
rebuffed by BA. It is a great pity." 

Randeep Ramesh 
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SMOKING 

Cigars can reduce cancer risk 

Cigarette smokers who have difficulty * h f 

riskof dying ofhmg cancer or heart disease by switching P P* 5 

^Astndv of 21.000 male smokers followed from the late 
thT earfv*I990s found those who had switched to pg* Ig® 1 * 
the 20 vears before the study began sdoMIks 
those who continued with cigarettes, and this largely expla 

tfa Howffi^tS 1 rlsk was 50 percent higher than pipe and c igar 
smokers who had never 
smoked cigarettes, probably 
because of their habit of 
inhaling, according to the 
study by researchers at St 
Bartholomew’s and the Royal . 

London School of Medicine 
published in the British 
Medical Journal. 

All pipe and cigar smokers 
have a higher risk of long 
cancer than lifelong non- 
smokers - and than former 
smokers who have given up. 

Jeremy Laurance _ 


TRANSPORT 

Speed limits are largely ignored 

Nearly three-quarters of drivers break the 30m ph speed limit and 
nearlv 60 per cent exceed the 70mph limit on motorways, figures 
out yesierdav revealed. Speeding is so widespread that nearly a 
fifth of drivers break the 80mph limit, according to the figures from 
the Department for Transport and the Environment. 

The figures were published on the same day as campaigners 
called on the Government to make road policing an integral part of 
the fight against crime, in an effort to reduce deaths and injuries. 

Mary Williams, director for road safety group Brake, said that 
more tham 3,000 people died every year on the roads. She added: 
“The death of you or your partner on the road is as likely as 
winning £10 next time' you play the foLtery. Johanna Montagu 


PRISONS 

Women more likely to end up inside 

The theory that more women are becoming involved in crime was 
dismissed yesterday in a report by the National Association of 
Probation Officers. The report shows there has been no discernible 
increase in female crime but a Ear harsher sentencing climate. 

Harry Fletcher; NAPO assistant general secretary; said: “The 
number of women convicted of serious offences has fallen during 
the last five years by 16 per cent, bat the female prison population 
increased by a staggering 76 per cent." 

The report casts doubt on the potential effectiveness of (he 
upsurge in incarceration. An analysis of more than 500 women in 
closed jails and 200 in hostels since the beginning of the year 
shows that offending was related to drag or alcohol abuse in 84 
per cent of cases. Patricia Wynn Davies 

EVOLUTION 

Songbirds originated Down Under 

Songbirds sang their first twittering arias in Australia more than 50 
million years ago. according to researchers who developed their 
theory after analysing some tiny scraps of fossilised bone found in 
the backyard of a farm in Queensland. 

If correct, the theory turns current thinking about the evolution 
of birds on its bead. Until now Australia was thought to have 
inherited a population of feathered traveller from elsewhere. But 
the new findings, reported in New Scientist, suggest that Australia 
was where songbird species first evolved. 

The fossils were dated to 54.6 million years - nearly 25 million 
ye^s older than the oldest previously known songbird fossils found 
in France. They come from the TmgamurTa sediments, 160km 
north-west of Brisbane, a small area at the back of a farm which 
may have been the ate of an ancient billabong, or pool 

. !L wha i “ thou f^ “he the w °rld‘s oldest songbird, it 

has also produced Australia's oldest frog, bat, marsupial and 
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280 miles up, power drains away 


-*• nil i> vi 


on 

Saturday 


Ten-day wait for 
vital spacewalk 


Chafes Arthur 

Science Editor 

The three astronauts on board 
the Mir space station face an in- 
creasingly uncomfortable wait 
"f at least 10 days before they 
‘-■an perform an emergency 
spacewalk to repair the damage 
caused by a collision with an- 
"iher spacecraft. 

After a day without sleep, 
the three men haw been told to 
dim the lights and stop exercis- 
ing in order to reduce the pow- 
er drain on the space station, 
which has lost more than one- 
third of its power following the 
crash on Tuesday morning as they 
were practising docking ma- 
noeuvres with an unmanned 
spacecraft (he Progress. 

A Russian rocket with the 
necessary equipment to perform 

Ttfs not like Star 
Wars - things 
don’t just go in a 
straight line 
when you turn 
on the thruster’ 

the repairs, including patches 
for the hull and solar cell com- 
ponents. wiS be sent to Mir. But 
it will not take off before 4 July 
because of the time needed to 
gather the items and plan the 
details of the repair mission. 
The US space agency Nasa 
said last night that a Shuttle mis- 
sion blasting off this weekend 
cannot dock with Mir, and so 
could not offer help. 

A committee of 72 Russian 
experts held a nine-hour meet- 
ing yesterday to plan the next 
stage of the recovery, which wDl 
require a spacewalk to fix a hole 
about the size ofa stamp in the 
Spektr module, one of six on the 
11-year-old station, and the 
damage caused to one of its so- 
lar panels, which generate pow- 
er for the craft. The Spektr has 
been sealed off from the rest of 
the space station. fta 

Although the crew could 
abandon Mir if necessary, tak- 
ing the Soyuz spacecraft which 


forms one of its six modules 
back to Earth. Yuri Koptcv, 
head of the Russian Space 
Agency, said that there is no 
question of doing so ai present. 
Russia fears that without any- 
body aboard, the 100- tonne 
Mir might spiral out of control 
back towards Earth. 

Thu Russian Space Agency 
acknowledged the gravity of 
the situation. “After the collision 
we estimated the critical situa- 
tion on the .4//r orbiting station 
at five on a seven-point scale,” 
said deputy mission chief Sergei 
Krikalyuv. “Now we must pro- 
duce the necessary equipment 
for repairs.” 

Planning for the spacewalk 
will have already begun, with 
teams both in Russia's Space 
City and at Nasa using virtual re- 
ality models of (he spacecraft to 
plan the mast efficient way 10 
carry out the repairs. The pow- 
er loss on board Mir has made 
it harder to decide what is nec- 
essary. because the crew has not 
been able to send back television 
pictures, and communications 
are limited to about IS minutes 
during every orbit, each of which 
takes 45 minutes. 

The virtual reality models of 
the space station were devel- 
oped by a British company, 
VR Solutions of Salford. Its 
managing director. Bob Stone, 
was yesterday hopeful that the 
problems could be solved. He 
also suggested the accident 
could have been caused by the 
astronauts forgetting die simple 
mechanics of changing orbit. 
“It’s not like Sear Wars - thing? 
don't just go in a straight line 
when you turn on the thruster. 
When you're moving around in 
orbit you're actually going up 
and down to change speeds - 
you get closer or further away 
from the Earth, and your path 
follows a curve, not a straight 
line. Maybe they forgot that." 

British-born Michael Foale, 
40, bad to leave behind many 
personal effects as well as sci- 
entific experiments when he 
abandoned Spektr, where he 
had slept. Yesterday his first re- 
quest was for an electric shaver 
and a toothbrush: “Maybe three 
tubes of toothpaste.” he radioed 
down. “That would do it.” 

Even before the crash, life on 
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Mips past crises 
raise US fears 


Pmqress-M r.niqn 
supply craft 



board Mir was not glamorous. 
One visiting astronaut likened 
it to “living inside a giant vacu- 
um cleaner”: the pumps and 
vents required 10 keep moving 
fresh air around the station's 
modules create a constant din. 
But they are necessary, because 
there are no convection currents 
to keep it moving as on Earth. 


Sleep is necessary but elusive; 
crew “tie” attached to the walls 
by bungee cords. But as the 
space station orbits the planet 
so quickly, darkness is replaced 
by light every 45 minutes. How- 
ever, activities that we take for 
granted on Earth become im- 
mensely complex. The body in- 
sists that there should be an 


“up" and “down", for orienta- 
tion. “Everything floats up 
here,” Dr Foale wrote to his 
one-year-old son by e-mail ear- 
lier this year. “I’ve reverted bade 
to my childhood. I have had to 
learn how to clean myself, how 
to brush my teeth, how to eat 
without making a mess; and yes, 
even how to use a toilet” 


Mary Dejevsky 

Washington 

The accident that partially dis- 
abled the Mir space station has 
exposed increasing tensions be- 
tween the US and Russia over 
what bad until recently been one 
of the symbolic successes of the 
post-Cold Wax years: super- 
power co-operation in space. 

Yesterday, a group of US con- 
gressmen, beaded by the chair- 
man of the Science Committee in 
the House of Represen ta tives. 
James Sensenbreimer. called for 
a re-examination of the US-Rus- 
sa space cooperation agree- 
ment and asked whether Mir was 
safe enough for American astro- 
nauts. Since February, he said, 
there had been no fewer than 10 
“major crises” invDlvingJVJir “We 
have to make a determination if 
the sdcnce we are doing up there 
is woith the American fires we are 
risking," he said. 

He called for a “top to bot- 
tom” assessment of Aft's safe- 
ty. including a personal 
guarantee from the US space 
administration. Nasa, that the 
craft meets US safety stan- 
dards. before any more Amer- 
icans were sent there. A btil to 
this effect is at present before 
the Senate, but has not yet 
been considered. 

The present US participant 

is the British-born Michael 
Foale. In Washington yesterday, 
his father, Cblin, leapt to the de- 
fence of the Mir project, saying 
that he had “enormous admi- 
ration" for the Russian achieve- 
ment with Afir and did not 
think the mission should be end- 
ed. ‘And I don't dunk [Michael] 
would want that either,” he 
told a television interviewer. 

Mike McCurry. a White 
House spokesman, also insist- 
ed that the US remained corn- 
mined to the Mir programme. 

Mr Sensenbrermer’scall for a 
re-evaluation of US-Rustian co- 
operation, however, was echoed 
by other politicians, some -but 
not all - die-hard opponents of 
US- Russian space co-operation 
from the start. A succession of 
US space experts, inchufing a for- 
mer US astronaut and partici- 
pant in the Mir programme, 
indicated that the latest accident 
had widened -perhaps fatally - 


an existing rift between the 
Americans and the Russians on 

co-operation in space. 

They revealed that a fire on 
board Mir in February bad been 
much more serious than was ap- 
preciated on Earth at the time. 

mu pointed out at the same time 
that US and Russian interests 
might diverge. They noted, for 
instance, that Mir was equipped 
with an emergency craft to re- 
turn the astronauts to Earth if 
necessary, but that it was a 
matter of “one out, all out"- 
and the Russians would be like- 
ly to reast leaving the space sta- 
tion unless absolutely necessary. 

They pointed out that con- 
ditions on Mir were such that 
leaving it unmanned, even for 
24 hours, would mean in effect 
abandoning it. Mir requires 
constant maintenance that can 

‘We have to 
determine if the 
science we are 
doing is worth 
the lives we are 
risking 7 

no longer be provided by re- 
mote control. 

The Russians, they argued, 
would be understandably reluc- 
tant to write off an enterprise 
that had been a centrepiece of 
their space programme - and 
had also provided Russia with a 
strong bargaining counter when 
it negotiated its participation, on 
an equal basis with the US, in the 
International Space Station Pro- 
ject Mir also earns the Russians 
significant amounts of hard cur- 
rency at a time when their own 
space programme is severely 
short of funds. 

Despite these funds, and the 
advances they receive for then- 
agreed contribution to the In- 
ternational Space Station, the 
Russians are running eight 
months behind schedule on 
their parts of the project- This 
has disappointed and annoyed 
their US partners, who are 
sceptical that they will ever 
catch up. 
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Gfaada Cooper 

Cmsumer Affairs 

Correspondent 

Hadh^ standards officers are to 
ritmefa a new national database 
to. crack down on counterfeit 
goods; which are now estimat- 
ed to be ‘worth 8 per cent of 
worictirade.. 

Iit ft^aHf -aldne last year 
£78m wortfroffake goods were 
known tribe in circulation and 
trading standards officers be- 


kTlH i^-Ti j «T«! » 


per cent of tbe actual trade. 

The efefabase has been tried 
out as part ofa pilot project run 
by ten local authorities with the 
co-operatioo of the Federation 
Against Copyright Theft which 
combats video piracy and the 
Ami-Counterfeiting Group 
made up of companies such as 
Adidas, Ray-Bans and Marks & 
Spencer. Information on those 
dealing in counterfeit goods was 
shared between local authorities. 

It is hoped the new action will 
help prosecutions by linking 
the enforcement activities and 
information databases of tbe 
200-plus trading, standards de- 
partments in Britain.. 

Firms are .determined to 
crack down onfafces as they not 
only lose out on sales bnt their 
name can also tetamished by 
being linked Byproducts which 
are often highly inferior. The 
American designer and per- 
fiunier Cabin Kfem recruited a 


team of investigators to track 
down the suppliers of counter- 
feit scent and dothingvriudi are 
flooding British markets after a 
recent raid in North Whies 
found 22,000 bottles ofinritatiou 
CK Be - Calvin Klein's latest 
perfume —with a street value es- 
timated at more than £750 JXX). 

The roost popular targets for 
counterfeiters remain clothing 
followed by audio cassettes. 
CDs, perfumes, computer soft- 
ware, video cassettes, watches 


selling fake perfume in Oxford 
Street was found to be raking 
in £400 an hour. 

AiuheaWbrsdall of the Anti- 


ten looked very convincing and 
buyers would be given the real 
thing as a tester. But when 
they got home, the perfume had 
either been nothing more than 
water —in some cases pond wa- 
ter and in one case it was said 
to be filled with urine. 

And some products are di- 
rectly putting uves at risk - air- 
craft spares, car parts, and 
medical equipment are all 
falling victim to the fakers’ 
craft. “We ve found examples of 


is going at 70mph and the 
wheels crumble beneath you... 
If counterfeit parts are put into 
jet airlines there is a very real 
risk, lo life and limb." 

One of the growing areas of 
selling these goods is car boot 
sales - a recent srnvey by the 
Economic and Soda! Research 
Council found that every week- 
end one million people attend 
them. “Car boot sales are a 
means through which these 
products are sold and trading 






wheels which if they go on cars 
virtually disintegrate,” said 
Mike Parry, spokesman for the 
Institute of Thtding Standards 
Administration. “You can imag- 
ine the effect of that if the car 
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A database wffl track sales of such coiiilerfyt goods as 

es and (top) perfume, which tamrs h tfte name of the real (abowe} 


routine checks, saidMrRany. 
“Some of the areas now have lo- 
cal registration schemes as welL” 

Reginald Dixon, director of 
FACT said that pirate videos of 
films sudt as The Lost WbHd and 
Men in Black were already in cir- 
culation in Britain although 
the films were not even out in 
the cinema. A million pirated 
copies of the Disney smash 
The Lion King were known to 
be in dreuJation. “We estimate 
video piracy is worth £25 Ora in 
the UK alone," he said. “It is a 
massive j>roblem." 

He said that pirates were of- 
ten big business and that there 
had beat wen-established links 
to organised crime. “It has 
been proved counterfeiting 
funds organised crime, it funos 
drugs ana child pornography. 
This is why people should think 
before buying counterfeit 
goods. They could be helping to 
fond a bomb or a bullet” 
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Fire-risk prison 
ship abandoned 


Ian Burred 

The new £15m prison ship HMP 
ivcare was floating empty of pris- 
oners in Portland Harbour last 
night, less Lhan two weeks after it 
iix»k on its first inmates. 

All 45 prisoners have been evac- 
uated from the vessel, moored off 
i he Dorset coast, and moved into 
more standard jail accommodation 
because the ship is a fire risk. 

The episode represents a major 
embarrassment to the prison service, 
which gave the go-ahead to the float- 
ing jail despite concerns expressed 
by local fire chiefs. 

The prisoners were moved out on 
Wednesday and spent a night in 
Verne prison at Portland before be- 
ing transported yesterday to the 
Hollesley Bay prison at Wbodbridge 
in Suffolk. 

The only people on board the 
prison lust night were a team of con- 
tractors who were working to repair 
the vessel's fire safety sprinkler 
system which was found to be 
incfVecii\ e. 

The signs had not been good 
when the first 21 prisoners were 
moved onto the Ht'orc a fortnight 
ago, the first British prisoners to be 


Inmates moved 
ashore from 
£15m vessel 


held on a prison hulk since Victo- 
rian times. 

Within hours they were evacuated 
as the fire alarms went off. No fire 
was found and prison officials in- 
sisted that the vessel was safe. 

But Frances Crook, directorof the 
Howard League for Penal Reform, 
said the Marc was an “accident wait- 
ing to happen". Now she has been 
proved right. 

David Wilson, senior policy ad- 
viser to the Prison Reform Trust, 
said: “According to the fire service, 
a fire on ship is the most dangerous 
and difficult fire to hove to fight. We 
have always queried whether or 
not there were adequate contingency 
plans in relation to safety issues and 
our fears seem to have been 
justified." 

In prisoner jargon, a transfer is 
normally referred to as being 
"shipped out". In the case of the 
Heart 1 inmates, they have been 


“shipped in" for what could be a 
lengthy period of time ashore, 
although prison officials hope 
that they will be moved back onto 
the ship within days rather than 
’ weeks. 

The vessel was bought in New 
York where it was awaiting sale for 
scrap for about £300.000. 

It was towed across the Atlantic 
and more than £1 lm has been spent 
on converting a rusting barge, once 
used to house offshore workers, into 
a six-deck prison ship to house 400 
low-risk inmates. 

Cells are carpeted and have en 
suite showers, and there are sports 
facilities on board. 

In April fire chiefs expressed con- 
cerns about the thin walls between 
cells and the lack of emergency ac- 
cess to the ship. 

A prison service spokeswoman 
said the sprinkler system had been 
found to be faulty after “accidental 
damage". 

She said: “It was decided by Alan 
Walker, the director of operations 
(south), that it was in the interests 
of the safety of the staff and pris- 
oners that they should be taken off 
the ship until the system was work- 
ing properly again." 





Stories through stitches: A woman standing in the Mughal Tent at the Victoria and Albert Museum in London, which she and 800 other 
women from nine countries have helped to create. Fifty textile narrative panels will be shown by 1 A September Photograph: Tom Puston 
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CORDLESS 
TELEPHONES 

FROM UNDER £50 


Judith Judd 

Education Editor 

Ministers yesterday postponed 
for a year the previous Gov- 
ernment's plans for a national 
curriculum for primary teacher 
training. 

The curriculum will for the 
first time lay down what trainee 
teachers should be taught and 
how they should teach. Con* 
servative proposals to insist on 
instruction in traditional teach- 
ing methods such as phonics, 
mental arithmetic and whole 
class teaching have been adopt- 
ed with few changes. However, 
the Government will also re- 
quire trainees to show how they 
will use a daily literacy hour. 

Teacher trainers said they 
were already doing what min- 
isters wanted and accused them 
of being more Conservative 
than the Conservatives. 

Teacher training colleges 
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Rising dass sizes were condemned yesterday by ministers 
as a “shocking indictment” of the last government 
Official statistics show that in January, one in three prima- 
ry school children -1.3 million - were being taught in classes 
of more than 30. The figure is 85,000 more than the year 
before - which itself showed a similar rise - and officials said 
the trend looked set to continue. Stephen Byens, the 
schools standards minister, said the statistics showed the 
“legacy of inaction" facing education ministers. But it 
strengthened their resolve to cut class sizes, he added. 


have been under attack from 
right-wingers for encouraging 
"trench" teaching methods and 
for failing to show new teach- 
ers how to teach the basics. 
From September, trainees will 
need to satisfy new criteria be- 
fore they qualify as teachers. For 
instance, they will have to 
demonstrate that they can 
maintain discipline and set and 
mark homework. 

But the new primaiy cur- 


riculum, which was to have 
been compulsory from this au- 
tumn, will now be introduced in 
September next year. Twelve 
colleges and universities have 
volunteered to pioneer it ihis 
autumn and the Government is 
inviting others to do so. 

Estelle Morris, the school 
standards minister, said: “We 
are determined that new teach- 
ers know how to teach the 
three Rs effectively, how to 


maintain discipline and how to 
use IT to benefit their Leaching 
and their pupils." 

Anthea Millett, chief execu- 
tive of the Teacher Training 
Agency, insisted that the pro- 
posals would raise teaching stan- 
dards. While in the past trainees 
had been taught what to do in 
theory, they would, for tire first 
time, have to show they could put 
the principles into practice. 1b 
qualify, new teachers will have 
to show that they can teach 
whole classes, present lessons 
clearly, keep order, question 
pupils effectively, and set home- 
work and taigets for their pupils. 

Nigel Gates of the Associa- 
tion of University and College 
Lecturers said: “This is rerun of 
the same movie produced by the 
previous government. We are 
not opposed to a national cur- 
riculum for teacher training 
but most teachers are already 
doing all these things.” 



Every two years 
you could get a clean 
bill of health... 
without the bill. 


PPP healfh care’s Key Plan is different Why? Because unlike many other types 
of private medical insurance it looks after you even when you're fit and welL 

You see. it actually includes an expert Health Check every two years after 
you join. Of course, these checks may simply confirm you're cvciy bit as well as 
you leel. But they can also help you to identify' and. if necessary, arrange treatment 
lor any problems before they become more serious. j -i 

Immediate access to private hospital in-patient treatment. i 

I 

There are many more good reasons to join PPP healthcare. ; 

I 

Like immediate access to private in-parrent hospiLil treatment | 
and cover for oul-patient surgical procedures. You’ll also enjoy ! 
access to our Freephone a-j-hour Health Information Line . . . 

all from around just £13 a month. 1 , 

For your lull PPP healthcare Key Plan information pack and personal 
quotation, call us now or complete and return the coupon below. If vou want 
immediate cover we can arrange that for you too - just call us today. 

Call now and .qet vour first month free 

0800 33 55 55 _ 

A 5% discount for annual payment - plus jn cun 5% discount in the first year if you lake advantage of 
immediate cover and pay by credit caid.tSam-8pm weekdays, oam-i pm Saturdays). Calls may be recorded. 
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Mad cow disease: Farmers welcome McDonald's decision as Government revises slaughter plans 
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G JD families 
angry as 
British beef 
goes back 
into burgers 


Ian Burrell 

Relatives of victims of new variant 
Creutzfcldt-Jakob disease reacted 
with anger yesterday to claims by Mc- 
Donald's, ihc fast -food chain' that 
British beef was safe. 

The hamburger chain announced 
yesterday that h would end its 15- 
month bun on British beef after talks 
with Jack Cunningham, the Agricul- 
ture Minister. McDonald's managing 
director Andrew Taylor said that the 
company would start buying the beef 
immediately and that it would appear 
in restaurants in the next few weeks. 

But Clive Evers, chairman of the 
CJD Support Network, which gives 
help and support to the families of vic- 
tims. said: -There arc families who 

would be dismayed at 

a decision like this 

and who would have JlOW C 

very deep personal 

concern. All the sci- S3.V it ' 

entific and medical _ f, ■% 

evidence seems to OattlG 1 

point towards BSE 

being the cause (of ffettlll 

new variant CJD]." ° ' 

He said 17 people 
had died from the disease, a rare form 
of dementia for which there is no cure. 
Early symptoms include unsteadiness 
and withdrawal from social contact. 
Death usually comes within a year of 
diagnosis. 

Pat Mcllowship, whose daughter 
Donna. 34, is dying from new variant 
CJD. called McDonald s actions “to- 
tally irresponsible'". Donna, n mother 
of two. was diagnosed as having the dis- 
ease last September and her family are 
convinced that she contracted it from 
eating hamburgers. Speaking at the 
family home in Tottenham, north 
London, yesterday, Ms Mellowship 


‘How can they 
say it is safe? 
Cattle are still 
getting BSE’ 


said: “How can they say it is safe? Cat- 
tle under 30 months arc still getting 
BSE. If people were to see my Don- 
na and the way she is, they would think 
differently. McDonald's and the Gov- 
ernment are only interested in lining 
their own pockets. 

“How can they say it is safe when 
people are still dying and families ore 
still suffering, 1 ' she said. 

Mr Taylor said that McDonald's had 
lifted its ban in response to a renewed 
public confidence in British beef. 
“The results of our last research, con- 
ducted this month, show that 74 per 
cent of consumers now want us to sell 
British beef," he said. 

Dr Cunningham welcomed the an- 
nouncement, saying: “This is good 
news for farmers, the" food industry and 

consumers. British 

. beef goes through the 

in they strictest controls in 

_ £ the world and it most 

3 S£LI6; certainly can be eaten 

with 

Te Still confidence." 

T>rrn> Hc addcd: * Thc 

r jjoHj sooner the European 

| Union takes action 

towards lifting the ex- 
port ban on British beef, the better it 
will be for beef farmers throughout the 
EU. .1 will continue to press- the case 
in Europe to get this high quality 
British product back on international 
markets." 

McDonald's banned British beef in 
March last year amid fears that CJD 
could be caught from eating BSE-in- 
fected meat. Mr Thylor said that re- 
search undertaken by the company at 
that time showed that 70 per cent of 
the public did not want to buy British 
beef products from McDonald's. “We 
have always maintained that British 
beef Is safe.” he said. “Last year we re- 



Ministers 
in U-turn 
over cattle 
cull polity 


Matter of taste: A young customer tucking into a burger at McDonald’s yesterday Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


sponded to our customers’ concerns 
and our actions reassured them that 
they could trust us to do the right thing." 

McDonald's will continue to import 
beef from other European countries 
- the company buys beef from Ireland, 
the Netherlands and Italy - but sup- 
ports the Government's calls for EU 
requirements to be standardised. 


McDonald's, which by lifting the ban 
will save I0p-l5p per pound of beef it 
uses, has 760 restaurants in the UK, 
selling £50m worth of beef every year. 
At the time it banned British beef, Mc- 
Donald's was spending £25m a year on 
7,000 cattle a week. 

Welsh farmers welcomed McDon- 
ald's move and urged other fast food 


chains, including Burger King, to fol- 
low its lead. Farmers' Union ofWales 
president Bob Party aid: “McDonald’s 
decision means our industiy can take 
a tremendous stride forward. 

“We are delighted that our lengthy 
campaign to get McDonald's to put 
British beef back in the Big Mac has 
at last paid off." 


Michael Streeter 

The Ministry of Agriculture 
has been instructing vets to 
slaughter the wrong cattle in the 
BSE cull and has now been 
forced to change its policy in a 
move which could cost the tax- 
payer millions of pounds. 

Ministers, have instructed 
officials to make a U-turn on the 
selective culling of animals at 
risk from BSE in an effective ad- 
mission that disease-free cattle 
have been killed - while others 
potentially carrying it have sur- 
vived. 

These latest alterations have 
caused widespread dissatisfac- 
tion among many ministry vets, 
who are carrying the brunt of 
the changes, and will now have 
to review many herds they have 
already examined. Valuers will 
also need to revisit some farms. 

The different approach in the 
culling, which was originally de- 
signed to help restore European 
confidence after the outbreak of 
BSE, was decided by the new 
team of ministers early in June. 
The information was circulated 
to ministry vets late last week, 
and to farmers over the week- 
end. 

The extra costs will come 
from increased clerical and 
staff costs, payments to valuers 
and extra “ex-gratia" payments 
for disruption and loss of breed- 
ing stock to those farmers 
whose animals were killed un- 
necessarily. Some sources sug- 
gest the extra cost could be up 
to £3m. though the ministry yes- 
terday stressed that it was far 
too soon to estimate. 

One senior vet told The In- 
dependent. “There is a lot of 
confusion and in some places 
the reviewing of herds has been 
stopped while we sort out 
what s going on." 

The new culling procedures, 
which only affect those herds 
with year-round calving, come 


after the slaughter so far of 
around 6^00 animals. 

Fanners are paid the value of 
the animal, the cost of nine- 
temhs of a replacement, plus a 
dislocation allowance. 

Under -the old procedures, 
those cattle selected forslaugh- 
tcr- a “cohort"- were chosen ac- 
cording to ihe calendar period 
in which they were born, the pe- 
riod running from 1 July to 30 
June. 

This meant that cattle 
thought to be at risk bom in. say 
June", would be lumped to- 
gether with those bom up to 1 1 
months beforehand, and who 
may have had different feeding 
and other experiences. But cat- 
tle bom just a few weeks later 
in July might be excluded from 
the cull, even though they are 
dose in age and experience to 
the “at-risk" animal. 

In its written briefing to re- 
gional vets, the ministry ac- 
cepts the earlier arrangement 
caused “anomalies" and a co- 
hort will now consist of cattle 
born six months either side of 
the BSE case. 

It adds: “We propose to write 
to all farmers who may be af- 
fected to advise them of the 
change in policy and of their 
right to make representations to 
us on their case where they feel 
they have been adversely af- 
fected bv the change. If the an- 
imals have already been 
slaughtered an cx-gratia pay- 
ment may be appropriate if it 
can be demonstrated that a fi- 
nancial loss was incurred as a re- 
sult." 

Ian Gardiner, director of 
policy for the National Farmers 
Union, welcomed the new pol- 
icy as more sensible, and one 
they had previously urged, but 
regretted the route by which the 
derision was reached. 

A ministry spokeswoman 
said: “We believe this system is 
fairer for fanners." 


When children 

Following the discovery that their child has a learning disability, many parents 
find themselves confronted by an impossible mass of benefits, services and 

are DIAGNOSED with 


therapies. Unfortunately, such a challenge cot 
at their most vulnerable and preoccupied ufr 


o-::s at a fine when the parents are 
: cornua' to terms with their own. 
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learning; disabilities. 


htuarion. To help give these 
uive hunched a Family Ac:; 


families the help they despa:*a.te!y need, ineneap 
iser service, which provides earing- profess ionais. 


PARENTS can suddenly 

s;v.:oor hb by trained volunteers, who can net as revisers every step oi the way. 
Pile: sc homos are now ur anci running for this much needed service, but more 

experience educational 


funds onci support arc required - 
rinuum 0P4P 777 77k and mrk 


:-akc it ci, national nenvork. You can help by 
r donation to Mer. cards Blue Skv Appeal. 


problems too. 


Rctfiiu-.rcd charity no. 222 37' 
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£20 says save with First Direct 


As a saver you want the best dsaL We offer it 
and willingly put our money where our mouth 
is too - simply open a Direct Interest Savings 
Account before 31 July 1997 (minimum deposit 
£1 .OOp) and we'll add £20 to your opening 
balance - no strings, no catches. 


£20 says save by telephone 


Why are wa bang so generous? We think it's time 
more people enjoyed the benefits of telephone 
saving. Which means no branches - so our 
rates, are always competitive. We also offer 
24 hour, 365 day access to your money; plus 
the support of our professional Savings Team. 


FREE instant withdrawals 


Our Direct Interest Savings Account is a notice savings 
account, yet you can make one free withdrawal per 
quarter- that’s up to 4 instant withdrawals a year without 
any financial penalty - and any other withdrawals are 
only subject to a 60 day notice period. 


Competitive interest rates 


We provide competitive interest rates that are tiered to 
provide better returns as your savings (pow - and your 
entire balance always benefits from the higher rate. 


Notice account gross interest rate comparison 


Savers why m 
miss out? 



E2J00 CIOOOO £50000 notice period 


First Direct 4 


Halifax 

60 Day Gold 

5.00 

5.50 

60 days 

WooMdi 

PramorBO 

4.20 

5.10 

90 days 

Abboy National 

kwBtd>90 

4.33 5.29 

5.77 

90 days 


Avoid frustration and delay: 


Is anything more frustrating than opening a savings 


account and seeing the ‘competitive rates' quickly fall? 


Or finding that the postal account or high street branch is 


just too inconvenient. We offer a commitment to long term 


good value and guarantee your savings wifi not languish 


in obsolete or uncompetitive accounts. What’s more cur 


24 hour, 365 day' service means things happen when you 


want them to - no fuss ami no hassle. 


Start saving by telephone today 


If ydu're not getting all the benefits that First Direct 


savare receive you’re missing out. To open an account 


or find out more about saving by telephone, call free on 


0800 48 24 48 or complete the coupon. And don't 


forget we add £20 to your opening balance when you 


open a Direct Interest Savings Account 


• £20 cash when you open an account 


Save by telephone 


24 48 


For further information on our DIRECT INTEREST SAVINGS 


ACCOUNT can free or complete the coupon and post to: 
First Direct, FREEPOST, Leeds LS98 2RF 


Mr/MrsA4tsWMs or Title 


Forenamafs} 


Postcode 


Telephone No 


































SAVE to si 00 

ON CD HI-FI WITH 
TURNTABLE 


MATSU I a 

■ 21 track 

programmable CD. WttStM 

■ ibin cassette with ■LfiV 
cumlnuous play end 11 1*1 
Ngh speed dubbing. mmmm 

Modal MHFBWS. Wes g B 39 . 

MATSU l iMiuwa 

CD MM Wfi —W 

■ MuMptay- plays 

aptOiCDt. ■Will 

■ Sr^s caswtte mj 
Model MHF 800 . Was £ 109 . 99 . 


■ CDMfailHUI 

S SALEPtUCE 

{7059 


*uhke 

E^55 


NEW! IN-STORE NOW 

- I i 


MMHHt 

-ptajf* 
%v 


innma jb* 

H £ 1 / 9.99 


AIWA CD Mbit HLfi 

■ Muttlpby- ■■■ 

ptaysupta ImiL 

3 OB*. 1 SJ 

■3 band ftftai tuner. Mil 
Model NSXV 210 . 


wumiaiwu 


NEW! IN-STORE NOW 


AIWA 

CDMfcriHkA 
Muftipfay - plays 
up to] CDs. 

Model NSX-S 3 Q. 


umu ratx 

£24939 



NEW! IN-STORE NOW 


AIWA 

CD Mini Ht-H 


s H^£ ptasr ' 1^1 £299^9 

■ 75 watts (RMS) per channel Model N 5 X- 550 . 


SAVE to £ 100 
ON CD MICRO 
HI-FI 


MATSU 1 c 

CD Micro Hi-fi 

Programmable CD 
player. 

Model MCH 550 . 
Was £ 6939 . 


I Uttre-Compact 


(6439 


AKA! 

Ultra-Compact CD Micro ffl-H 

■ Programmable CD. M PWH M sale prke 

■ AMIFM stereo radio. HH 

Model 0 X 5 . fi ll (XMm 

Wei £ 99 . 99 . UiZJ tVtJj? 


MATSU I n 

UHn-CWnpac± CD Micro W-H 

■ Digital tuner ___ 
with presets 

■ Remote control. Hill 

Model MCH 750. 111*1 


MATSU1 bbsbb u 

CD Moo Hi-fi ■WM 

■ logic cassette deck. WhlM 

■ Silver finish. |Ti|l 

■ Digital timer lull 

Model MO 4850 . Wat £ 129 . 99 . 


NEW! IN-STORE NOW 


JVC Ultra Compact CD Micro Hlfl 

■ Logk cassette deck. cmanrs price 

■ Remote Control IffiM ||A 
Model DXEtD. li'R'Il rlaMnn 


NEW 1 IN-STORE NOW 


AIWA Ultra Co mpaq CD Micro Hi-fi 
m Logic cassette deck- PRICE 

■ is mm (rms) nnvn dftft 

fEfis&L miiim 

SANYO Uftn-Gompact CD Mtoo Hi-fi 

■ MuMplay - pbpnnn| owns PUKE 
up tea CDs. VM 

■StTSB” EiaiuSx 

Model DOAS 6 . Was Q 4939 . 


VC Ultra-Compact CD Micro FS-fi 
■ MuMpiay - ptagrs mmmm currys price 

■“ @ £ 249, 

Model UXC 30 . 


AIWA Ultra-Compact CD Mhro Hi-fi 
MuttlpUy- plays M curkys pwce 
up to 7 CDS. Vfn ^AA 

Model XRM 7 . (ill ||r/MMnn 

Was £ 399 . 99 . 

MJY HOW RAY SMOOTHS LATER 


WHffr HJ FI? 2 H 5 T SHY *996 AWARDS 


DENON 

Uftra-Compaq CD 
MkroHVfl 
MuWpUy- plays 
up to 6 CDs. 
Model OC 1 . 


£37939 



SAVE^IO 
ON IN-CAR 
HI-FI 


GOODMA NS 

Car RasEo Cassette MS I 

■ Detachable from ITT 

panel. B 33 P 

■ Digital timer. BAM 

Model GCEM 3 Was £ 69 . 99 . 


JVC Car Ratflo Cassette 

■ Auto-reverse UKM 

cassette deck. SFife; 

■ 3 band digital 

tuner. BHIH 

Model KSRT 4 R. 



SON' Yep mw w-n 

*5^^ EBB JJK" 

■s,”sr Eii299s9 

was Q29.99. buy now nonz mams uura 
AIWA ffl Wnl HI-FI 

■ Msdtfptoy- plays MM| salepbkx 

■K^Srms) R^lfldDac 

pet channel |£Ulw k fwWiI 
Model NSXV 9 M. Was £ 399 . 99 . 


jf349id 


BRITAIN'S BIGGEST 

ELECTRICAL STORES 


MATSU I BWfBgi ohw 

with Turntable mm sale pwce 

JM 

■ Tvrfn cassette roth U£J 

Hgh speed dubbbg. 

Model COM 707 . Was 09 39 . 

SANYO CD HHH with DantaWe 

■ Programmable CD. 

■ Twin cassette Kf| IRQ 

de«. 174*1 fltHM 

Meddsvsua *■ ■ 

IMS £ 16099 . 


NEW’ IN-STORE NOW 


AIWACD Mnl Hi-fi 


HltJCDs. WTW 1 

B 120 watts (RMS) RtlleH 

per channel. KtoluJtJ 

Hew ISC OIL was Q 9 U 5 . BfFHMMTf 


1:349,. 


TECHNICS 

CD Mnl HVfl roy c w cwm nxx 
4 -pcte component PaTmI * fln 

es». Siiaxte 


AIWA 

CDMnfHLfl 
■ 200 watts (RMS) 


i Mu hip! ay - plays 
Up to 3 CDs. Model H 5 XF 3 - 


£44939 


mMi Tbmtabto MMl 
1 Programmable tMljjWlJ flTA 
CD. ■ TWin cassette (Rina ( I / % JflQ 
deck. ■ Digital iMilil *• ■ ■ 
tuner Model 5 CM 670 Q. — 

SANYO mm cow* 

with TUmtabte WW SAIXHK* 

■ 20 watts (RMS) ■■VI A 4 A 
per channel. RIjl r / 1 H qq 

■ Twin cassette liAl *■* 
dedc. 

Modal SYS 8 S 0 - Was £ 249 - 99 - 

SANYO CD HtfiwKh Turntable 

■ Mdtiptny - plays |^H| «"■« 

tuner. H** 

Model SYS 1050 . 

Was £27339 BUY MOW PAY 6 MO U THS LMBt 


AiwAaiMaajarai.M 

■ MiatipHy - p*»y* HuH ■■■ 

■imwwiws) K*l f379j9 

per channel. SH"*'*' 
Model ZT800. Was £399.99. 

BUY HOW Pft.Y 9 MOH1HS LrtTBt 

AIWA CDH WwIftRd W**. 

■ MattipUy-playsHBi 

to 5 CDs. VVJI A nn 

•s.'sr* EiUfjw, 

Model ZM770O. W« «?5.» 

BUY MOW RAY 6 MOUTHS L ATER 

SONY O) HM1 wWmmrtaWe 

■ «Mtiptay-ptey« m— SALE PWCE 

IV to 5 CDs. Kfll HAA 

■ X-tremebass. |Elll pVWbO 

Model XB 3 . Ei ! 1 w Win 

Was £ 429 . 99 . ' __ 

BUY HOW PA V A MOUTHS LAYg 

AMA~ lS u*g»*£gli& 

Mufdplay- plays km m Jfk 

Mode| S z™a80. 1^11 f 549.99 

WaOS 9939 . i!"' 1 !!,!!! 

Wat 07959 . USE CD IKS 0 HWI «hK tWaSs. 

BUYMO«rMr sMOWr>UMI»l 

AIWA Ddby RtMatft©l«1 

■ Mi*tfay - P*»p ”!Sji 

up to 5 CDs. Mn lAQ 

■ tDvnthVwK) Rllllllf 33309 

per channel. 

Model 2 D 4400 . In-Store Price £ 69959 . 

BUY NOW ftAY 12 MONTHS LAIER 


M with Turntable Ml VWM Pdhy 

■MM CUMYS PRICE aMuWplay- plajp mmm 

@£ 249 , -“Sir Buf 59939 


sonyqSU jraaf ^ 

■emmtonuDiK 1 f.T.l A nn 
Multiplay -play, HlljlJ ftt 33 <W 

up to 3 CDs. HkAd l-nPPJJ 

Modd wn.Wa£5B9L3S. unr R0R H« 12 MOHTRS uon 


• It 


new: in-store now 


SONY CD W- H with 7to n able 

■ Bhdthday- plays OM iwhoce 
up to 3 CDs. BBjtffiRJ jQQ 

■ 30 vram (RMS) B WH ia f ATI QQ 
per channel. BSSfl 




IWWL' 


r«i«i 


asMjwaf. 


SAVE M0 
ON PORTABLE 
CD SYSTEMS 


nwS^TFffiOPTWHi 
ON ALL PRODUCTS OVER 4100 


MATSUl B MBB Portable 
CD System MM aM T 

■ AM/FM radio. VTf A< 

■ Programmable nil! ftt 

d> player. mm+M •*' 

Model CD 66 . Was SSM93. Was £ 5439 . 


s49^ 


a £89.39 

■ LHtra-Contpaa 
M SALE PRICE 

3 e109j99 


TECHNICS ^ 

Dolby Pro-Logic CD Mini Hi-Fi 

■ Muttiplay - plays up to 5 CDs. 

■ 4 x 70 watts output. 

Model SCEH 60 . 

CURRYS PRICE 


£49939 



^ itk i 

« ; \gm 





Mtai “- fi CURRYS PWCE 

SAA 

■s-r 1 ”'"’" ftLHMqq 

■ RDS digital tuner. la ■ Vm t0 Ba/uP 
Model NSX-AVH8. 

Was £ 599 . 99 . 

SSUSfS?',™ -—-DENON 

MONTHS LATSI ^ CD Hl-R 



AIWA ^ tUUuHj 

CD HFR with Turntable HfTll 

“5^i. ptay5 IfllJ 

■ 50 watts (RMS) ■ ■ “ * 

■ VOUCHER IHUCE 

ssar 

In-store Price £34939. £ K M %A QA 


MATSUl 

CD Sysnxn m . 

■5SL”“ H {Mss 

■ 2 band radio. HCH 
Model 0377 . Was £ 69 . 99 . 

SANYO Por table CD S ystem 
■Hein cassette WW YOUMSIIJHCE 

■ Programmable Bill 

Modal MCDZ 48 . In-store Price £109 J 9 . 

ATWA Portabl e CD Syst em 

■ Detachable BH||| 

■H^ene ^J[i] £10939 

Model CAD 305 . Was £ 14939 . 


uonnn 

f 99 s 9 


SALE PUCE 

{10039 


SONY dgf 

CD Mini Hi-Fi with Turntable 

■ MuKiplay - plays i? to 5 CDs. 

■ 120 wads (RMS) per channel 

■ 9 band spectrum analyser. 

Model XBl Was £ 549 . 99 . 

BUY NOW PAY 9 MONTHS LATER 


SALE PRICE 

{ 499 , 


■ RDS digital tuner 

■ logic cassette deck. 
Model DB 03 . 


JVC 

Ultra-Compact CD Micro Hi-Fi VO UCH ER PRICE 

■ 2 -piece component system 

■ Full loqic auto-reverse cassene dedc. 

■ 14 watts {RMS] per channel. F M ■ toB QQ 

Model UXA 4 . Was £ 249 . 99 . T^L I J.JJ 
In-store Price £ 229 . 99 . ■ ^B«#^ 



CURRYS PRICE 

£ 299.99 



SONY Portable CD System 

■ 3 -hand digital jMMBM 01 
radio aMega bass. HJUijW i 

■ Remote control. HTTHn f 
Model C 7 DS 33 . mBm"" 1 


GumkT inoii 

{11939 


NEW! IN-STORE NOW 


PANASONIC 

PortaNe CD System OBRYSFIIICE 

■ Digital radio. |MdP| 1 1 A 

■ Programnvdile CD. B^uJ| r IlLWOO 
Model RXDT 37 . fffiBfif £ ItVJJ 



6 SS®?/ 



4 SONY 

Pro-Logic Amplifier 
and 5 Speakers 

CURRYS PRICE 


PANASONIC 

'Cobra Tbp' Portable _ 
CD System 

■ Digital radio. 41 

■ 3-0 surround sound, m ■ 

■ Remote control. to I 
Model RXDE 77 . L I 


B CURKYS PRICE 

{ 199.99 


JVC 

Portable CD System 

■ AM/FM digital radio. 

■ 20 station presen. 
Model RCQ-S 10 BK- 
Was £ 12959 . 

MISSION m 

Speakers 

■ 15-75 watts 
per channel. 

■ 90 Db sensitivity. 
Model 730 . 

Was £ 12939 . 


SALE PRICE 

( 99.99 


save £ 30 

ON CD 

PERSONAL HI-FI 


SALE PRICE 

{9939 


GOODMANS Personal CD Player 

■ 3 preset graphic BW< SMCPMCE 

equaliser. PJj 

■ PrograrmwMeCD n L] £ n&QQ 

with reseat play. UXl UFTJJ 

Model GCD 48 CQ- Was £ 69.99 

AIWA Person al CD Pbyw r 

■ Futtr prnocaminablr VOUQHl PRICE 

CD. ■ LCD batieiy Btpfl fft 

check indkator R {|1 ffWQQ 

Model XP 220 KCtofl AWMJ 7 

GREEN. Was £ 9999 . irv-jtore Price £ 79 . 99 . 


NEW! IN-STORE NOW 


■ Dolby Pro-logic 
Surround Sound. 

■ Built in digital 

tuner with 
presets. J 

Model DP 15000 1 
Was £ 379 . 99 . ■ 


SONY Disanan 1 

■ Mega bass. 

■ Available in 

- _ _ ^ue or Black VOUCHER PRICE 

gto m ■■ ■ Extended ^ _ 

{ 249.99 {6439 

-w-atoK Price £69.99. »B^^, 


PANASONIC Hue Personal 
cDPfayw mmmm omyspioce 

U track random m 

»oe« proyammlng HfMH JlU«, 

Model usiiaa. u tV JJ9 


SONY Dfaao» 

■ 10 second digital p 

and- shock | 

protection. K 

■ Digital Mega Bass. | 
Model D 307 CIC 


LVWT 3 nwvi 

{11939 




SAVE S £ 70 

ON CD PLAYERS 


3 £ 59 a 

9 

MCURBYSPRICE 

Il 49 ss 


MATSUl mm a 

■ Fulyprogamnwl* 

CD. Htl 

■ Mndze. Ifj[|] 

Model CDP 10 Q. EUJ 
Was £ 99 . 99 . 

MATS Ul 

■ FJj pro^jraiuMc ID.BHM 

■ Repeat ptoy £jdnt«(. R{|| 

Model CDP 200 . |£ij 
Was £ 99 . 99 . 

JVC CD Player 
a Fufly progranwnaWe. 

■ Antl-wbraUon Vn 

design. VTfllJ 

Model XLV 1 ML Mtototo 
Was £ 129 . 99 . 

MATSUl mm 

Multiplay CD player HW 

■ Multipta,- plays ■frV 
up to 3 CDs. V7* (|1 

■ SUp search mode. UUbJi 
Model CDP 3 oa Was £1 a. 99 . 


CD Player 

I SALE PRICE 

59» 


UHHTinvu 

{6039 

worrsPRiOE 

£8939 

SALE PRICE 

{8039 


SONY CO Pla yer 

■ Jog dul for direct 

traceaccess. KVJV QQ 

■ Programme edit JTi I ■ f tt 1 Qfl 

facility. tWWM 

Model CDPXE 200 . Was £ 119 . 99 . 

TECHNICS CD Player 

■ Fully programma ble. 

■ Peak search CWRYS PRICE 

'node 1583 1 4 ^A 

■ Remote control, ■ffltj r I W Qfi 
Model «JG 4 S 7 . KaSi * 

TECHNIC S CP Pfay er 

■ MuKiplay -playiHHH OraRYSPRia 

■ MSSSa, B £ 159 p 9 

Model SU>D 687 . *■ * <***>*•' 


LUWTSrtUVA 

{13939 


UJWranuLi 

£15039 


SANYO, pfin o 

Pro-Logic Kh IlURm 

mPro * CTcpnxeoor 171733 

■ rndudev 3 speal crv IMattM 
Model HTD 47 . was 119939 
HURRY - UM 1 THJ STOCKS 

JVC PTTvLogklC it 

■ Pro-Logic ampfctpr. 

■ Iratudes 5 speaken. 1 

Model BIGBOX 4 ^ill £ 
Was £ 27939 . m ill 
SMOmWS BSTEREST FSS OPTKW* 


WITS nOQ 

{S039 


3(25939 


Y AM AH A Pra-lx>*c Amplifier 
70 wans (RMS) sale pmCE 

output. VM VIA 

Model PSPA 5 W. Hfll r/*nM 
Was £ 329 . 99 . UCAil 

f MtWDC H 1 EREST RB OPTIOft* 



SAVES HALF PRICE 
ON SPEAKERS 


SONY Dolby Pro-logic Kh 
2S watts CRMSI SALE PRICE 

per channel. fiiA 

Model DPlVElOC. RI|lr 
Ww £37939 

U MONTHS BITBtEST FREE OPTIOH* 



SAVE to e 30 

ON TUNERS. AMPS & CASSETTES 


RB Spe o k ar s 
■M INLIW 

@ i99< 


MARANTZ cdm 

Raptd track access. ■Tfw; 
error correction. 

Model 0367 . ni| 

Was £ 269.99 ■ itoi 


{19939 


- N ° N 

^^{11939 

Model TU 2 60 . 

TECHNICS Amplifie r 

■ 40 watts (DIN) flf SA 1 EKKZ 
power output VV 1 4 JA 

■ Oast A orai. try. WW1 1 Mr ftl*f flfl 
Model SUVX 300 . IUJ L I n»J 3 
Was £ 169 . 99 . 


TECHNICS 

Cassette Deck W SAUPRKE 

■ Dolby B. C » Ha Pro HRrV 4 FQ 

■ Auto rrrmc. BllldMQQ 

Model RSBX 5 D 1 . ICUI 1 1 WJ 3 
Was £ 199.99 

TECHNICS AmpBWe r 

■ 50 waits (CXN) gTWM SAUPRXI 

per channel. Efl _ 

m *j£*r ,nput WW IIM 

Model 5 UVXS 00 w» £ 199 . 99 . 


m* 


WHARFEDALE EBBWBB 
Speden HVVI 9 SMima 

75 wans (RMS) ||Mlj| M 

r^ssoc. mm 

Wat £ 9939 . 

JAMO UIUB BU Speak ers 

■ 100 watts per BMjB SAU.TWX 

channel. VVV (y) 

■ 50 - 20 . 000 Hz h;i|| (MMqq 

frequency: IbLI 

Model STUDIO 170 . Was £ 179 . 99 . 

WHARFE DALE sp^toT 

■ too wans (RMS) MM "WORB 

output. l.iiUa fiA 

■ 8 °db sertsLtfviry. 1 X 1)93 fMMflfl 

Model MAXIMA. UilSa LWNJ 7 

In store Price £19999 

JAMO _ 

3 -Way Speakers mmm 

Short term power BVI B IV] 

165 wails. BlIInlnM 

Model PR 120 . IHII I VldJ 7 

Wat £ 1 19 . 99 . HURRY I LIMITED STOCKS 


ELTAX S*+m iH 

■ Long term power Vfi 

90 watts. ni| 

■ Rosewood finjth. UUm 
M odel PROFILE- Was £ 129.99 

MISSION 

Speakers PJJJJ 

15-75 watts power ESS 

ModiH 731 i. Imlfl 


Jjf 11959 

*9 

Il 29 s 


SAVE to 
HALF PRICE 

ON HEADPHONES 


SANYO Oosod-Badt Style Stereo 
Headphones BMMM Stungg 

■ Closed-back style. l>KVn ax 

■ 3 metre cord. H.frJj .U M 

Model PH 200 . UiUiK IJjJ 

Was £ 19 , 99 . — — 

JVC Closed Back Stereo 

e&^o. Bsi 

W» £ 29 . 99 . | 5 Ii| 


wwnw 

£99i» 


MX)* 


MISSION BHW MHI 1 -WaySpeakeq 
■ 25- 100 watts pw 

■MMbf- 22 Khz Rrnlfl/Qqq 

bandwidth. 

Model 732 . Was £J 9 93 J. was £ 169 . 99 . 

SONYpoBsy Pr o-Log* A ctive 
Speaker Systran UIULRJ OJ«*TS PTOa 

100 watts (RMS) B Bffi jl V\fl 

power output. BnsIG/ tM*) Afl 

Model SAVA 15 . totoWdBIaJs/rfJJ 


umn nuuE 

(39939 


PHILIPS Cordless Headphones 

■ Volume control MLEPWE 

■ dear reception HuLI SNA 

Model 360 . Kill .<Q M 

Was £ 4939 . lil 1 ! t J JS 9 


PHILIPS Cordless Headphones 
Rechargeable MBflMB sale p 

volume control KSKUK a gk 

HEfSK uni M 


r- C’"' ; t 

A 


- “i 

*. --e.V. I 


PEACE OF MIND 
FOR YEARS 
TO COME 

Up to S ycsrs .?xp^rf servio? support when 
you buy u Mastercore Covcrplan Service 
Agvectr.ent. 

♦ PLUS INTEREST FREE OPTION V.'HEN 
PURCHASED WITH AMY PRODUCT OVER 
£ 100 . 


Find » lower price for the same 
product and offer, complete, new. 
.boxed and in stock 'm a fool shop 
within 7 days of purchase and we'R 
match it. 

WE’LL NEVER 
BE BEATEN 




jREXTMT DBIYBCT 

LDBTAUJCnON 

IWSAirai 

On over 550 home 
appllarxcs when you 
order before 4 pm. 

<8 hour delivery m nans 
of Northern Ireland and 
more remote pans of 
Scotland. You can even 
Choose morning or 

afternoon delivery or 

take h home now. Ask 
In-store lor full details. 


EXOimVZMOMlS 

ftOfiOS 

*for estepdonal value, 
exclusive to 
DSG Retail Ltd. 



mnAHT CRfiDVT 

With Cinrys Premier 
Advantage Account you 
can take advantage of 
any credit offer in- 
store. Ask for details. 


DfDraDEKT 

REVIEWS 


COMSNED 
DELIVERY AMD 
INSTALLATION 

On all hee-standing 
gas and dearie 
teeter* by CORGI 
registered onginocr* 
(preludes Hartnem 
Ireland and selected 
Scottish stores). 


AWARD WBNHfi 

IN-STORE 

REP AK SHOP 

Repairs 7 days a week 
(same day wherever 
possible). 


PCRAM 

IRMHIADCS 

Available In-store. 


PC HOTLINE 
7MRAVira 

0891 5165)6 
Calls cost 5 Op per 
minute. 


SAME DAY 
SERVKMQ 

For moil large Itoms 
rf you phone before 
10 am Monday to 
Friday and Hvi? within 
10 rmkH of a Currys 
store. 




QRKY1DBECT 

For direct, doorstep 
delivery^ Freephone 
0500 3 M 3 W or far 
01442 888145 ( 9 am- 
530 pm Mon-Sat). 
Delivery charges from 
£ 3 . 25 . Part of 
D 5 G Retail Lid. 


BRITAIN'S BIGGEST 

ELECTRICAL STORES 


1 -W 


Account b iwswl 

HUW IT WORKS SS' 

monthly repayment 

according to the nerfod [stotod whh the 
product Sea our H«* 

Dwwtafd in-*t°i* for detad^Ewmpta 
Iffud on Cash Price of £ 499 - 99 . 



29S deposit of £99.99. 
12 monthly payments 
of £1333. Balance of 
£23764 before (or rgj! 
with) the ^ 

IStli monthly 

mpaymont. total 
amrurt payable 
£49939. WTEREST 0%. 


20 % deposit 
of £ 9939 . 

48 monthly 

repayments 
of £ 1333 . 
Ibtal 
amount 
payable 
049 . 43 . . 


mil 


l iwimtar u-c. 

AH Offer easy pariimg, tetc nigw snooping and Sunday owning. Rmg WWW iizuu 


For ban vahe DODO aid am 
I mbmrotidepedit Wl.Subjeo 
» ms Dhm |Oi np« a terys 
Premier Mvsibgc taourft. 

Written owSt gueMianmBdfo 
I an request hone Dipt YQMt. 

* Hwlands itaen*. Horel Herepstod 
Hero HP2 nC. (Anpkcanti mat to 
n ermer 21 b Italhwn Wanti)_ 

or details of your nearest 


201 V deposit then nothing for the deferred period 
M'.ilk'At'fWJ ra&alod wMi the product You can then repay the loan In 
W.J, It||T J 7.1 fua. Interest h«s or by monthly Innaknents when hrtarest ■ 

l||tfriaU will be charged at an AW of 29 .SS from the data of the B 
ag r e ement Exampt* based on 12 months Buy Mow Pay Utter. II 
■ i f l Itls'l I If Cash Price £ 39939 . 20 % deposit £ 8030 . Ehherpeytha loan ■ 
■VflwTafl amount ol 019.99 within 12 months or 36 monthly payments 1 1 
by tflrect debit ol £ 16 . 74 . Total amount payable CM 234 . 

Store. V.’rnien credil qucilaiions fnxn Cisnys. Dcpi MK". Hemel Hempstead 


m lai*outfoithaBwdali»outherswfogsornefeaEdDiodurtcHS^S?*?y*** 
atoretfereiwin. Snqdy 0 *a this edvert to sty Cunys storo to 
One wucher raving perprethrotL Nat tar use whh other nth*. Br£E£SS£ 
Discount using cade 4 (Heed Office aflrel MURRYIThesa voudim 
only uittt Monday 30 Ui June 1997 . vans 

Herts HP2 7TC. Currys are licensed credit brofcefs Ask m-sione for details 
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' In the name: Left, 
viewers standing in 
front of With and 
Against the Times , 
by Chris Thompson 
In the final-year 
postgraduates' 
exhibition at the 
Royal Academy 
Schools. Right, 

Thom Winterfoum 
with part of one of 
his exhibits 
Photographs: John Voos 





The art of tradition 


Louise Jury ■ 

There will be no dead animals or dose-up 
videos of bodily orifices in the final-year show 
for post-graduates at Britain's oldest surviving 
training school for artists when the exhibition 
opens today. But students at the Royal 
Academy Schools in Piccadilly, central London 
- known as a bastion of tradition - are more 
than happy to face comparison with their 
trendier rivals the Royal College of An or 
Goldsmiths'. 

The harriers do appear to be breaking 
down. In September, the heart of the mvnt 
garde in the form of Charles Saatchi’s 
collection of the best of young British artists is 


coming to the main Royal Academy galleries 
as the highlight of the autumn season. But 
Max Mosscrop. 34, winner of the country’s 
most lucrative an prize, the £26,000 NatWest 
Award, said the Royal Academy was never 
that stuffy anyway. "There is a real breadth of 
work here and always has been,” he said. ' 
Tradition runs strongly none the less. 
Yesterday Thom Winierbum, 27, was proudly 
surveying the make-up wounds in the gory 
photographs which form pan of his final show, 
but he admitted the £5,000 Royal Society of 
Portrait Painters' Ondaatje Gold Medal that 
he won was as conventional as honours come. 
It leads to commissions, he said, “but you are 
painting dogs, wives and daughters". 


Straw sets 
up review 
of football 
tragedy 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor 

An examination of new 
evidence from the 1989 Hills- 
borough football stadium dis- 
aster will be set in train on 
Monday by Jack Straw, the 
Home Secretary. 

The review, to be announced 
by Mr Straw in a Commons 
statement, is expected to be 
headed by a judge or QC who 
wDJ study previously unseen 
video film footage and medical 
evidence which the families of 
those who died have submitted 
to the Home Office. 

Members of the Hillsbor- 
ough Family Support Group will 
meet Mr Straw beforehand to 
discuss the development The 
treasurer of the group. Joan 
Traynor, whose sons Christo- 
pher, 26, and Kevin, 16, lost 
their lives in the tragedy, said: 
“All we want is the truth. It has 
never come out officially. We 
just want to know why our 
chDdren died." 

Phil Hammond, the group's 
secretary, whose son Phillip 
died, said: “We know thcycan'L 
run the whole inquiry again but 
we would like them to look at 
the main points we have raised 
and whether we are right or 
wrong. Obviously we think we 
are right." 

The fatal crush that led to the 
deaths of 96 fans came after po- 
lice decided to relieve crowd 
pressure at the FA Cup semi- 
final match between Liverpool 
and Nottingham Forrest in 
April 1989 by opening gates at 
the Sheffield Wednesday 
ground. Relatives who were at 
the match or watching television 
at home looked on in horror as 
the tragedy unfolded. 

A 1W0 inquest recorded ver- 
dicts of accidental death, but the 
late Lord Taylor of Gosforth's 
inquiry placed most of the 
blame with South Yorkshire 
police. Chief Superintendent 
David Duckenfield, the senior 
operational officer was sus- 
pended and then retired on the 


grounds of ai-health. The force 
has since been found negligent 
in a scries of legal actions 
brought by victims' families 
and rank and file officers irau- 
matised by the tragedy. 

Calls for a new examination 
of the events were heightened 
with the screening of last De- 
cember's docu-dr.tmu by the 
film-maker Jimmy McGovern, 
prompting fresh claims by vic- 
tims* families of a cover-up. 

The Crown Prosecution Ser- 
vice has studied video footage 
discovered in the archives of 
Yorkshire Television which 
South Yorkshire police previ- 
ously said was of too poor qual- 
ity to be made available to the 
Taylor inquiry or the inquest. 

The families also believe that 
more could have been done to 
save the lives of those injured 
in the crush. A doctor who I 
helped treat more than a dozen 
of the injured says that one 
teenager was still alive 25 min- 
utes after the coroner decided 
that the victims must have been 
dead. Dr Stefan Popper, the 
Sheffield coroner, declined to 
hear evidence of what hap- 
pened after 3.15pm on the day. 

Anne Williams, the motlierof 
one teenage victim, has gath- 
ered evidence that he was alive 
45 minutes after the inquest 
claimed he was dead. She is 
preparing an appeal to John 
Morris, the Attorney-General, 
for a new inquest on her son. 

“Kevin did not die from trau- 
matic asphyxia at 3.15 as 
claimed by the coroner.” she 
said. “He died because of a neck 
injury. He needed a trache- 
otomy below the obstruction but 
the swelling of the bones closed 
his airway. That would have tak- 
en half to three-quarters of an 
hour to happen.” 

It is not possible to say at this 
stage where the review of evi- 
dence could eventually lead. But 
there are hopes that the origi- 
nal inquest verdict could be 
overturned and some families 
have suggested bringing private 
prosecutions of police officers. 


informative: 


With effect from 3 July 1997 the following Interest 
rates win apply. 


Premier Cheque Account 


Overdraft Rate 


Agreed overdraft for 
balances up to £10,1 


Afl loan amounts 


Mortgage 


7.1096 pa 


7.45% pa 


Equity Release Loan 


if a mortgage is held with First Direct or no other 
mortgage is outstanding on your property: 

From To 

All loan-amounts 7.10% pa 7 . 45 % pa 


7.10% pa 


if a mortgage Is held which is not with First Direct: 

All loan amounts 9-10% pa 9.45% pa 




Here’s an idea. It’s new. 


|||% It’s called AT&T One Rate” 

This is how it works. You want to make an 


1 i w&g;. \ 

V '■¥'■■■■ .y/ 


international call? You pay one low rate. 


Any time of the day. Any day of the 


week. No peak rate. No weekend rate. No any 


other kind of rate. Just one low rate. And to 


keep it simple, keep your existing line and 


number. Ring the one phone company to offer 


one rate. Ask us about calling when it suits 


you, not the phone company 0800 143 143. 

And that’s as complicated 
as it gets. 


LIFE JUST GOT SIMPLER 






First Dima is a dfctow of MkSew* Bar* pte 


Member HSBC <X> Grvui 


3U-NP4N- A-l-BF. Pnce* include VAT. iubrermnon in AT&T l >ne Rote » £1.99 per tiuaner. Each enunirv ha* it* awn low rate. 
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10% 

EXTRA 


news 



JofoMoyes 

The director general of Oflot, 
die National Lottery regulator, 
said yesterday that he wanted 
“stronger regulatory teeth" with 
which to ensure lottery opera- 
tor Camelot does not breach 
licence terms. 

1 Peter Davis also said that he 
thought Camelot’s reputation 
bad “certainly suffered" over 
the awarding of huge bonuses 
.to its directors, and he would be 
discussing the issue with them. 

Speaking at the launch of 
Oflot’s annual report for 
1996/97, Mr Davis said Oflot 
had the ability, in extreme cases, 
either to rescind Camelot’s lot- 
tery licence, which runs for 
seven years, or go to court in or- 
der to enforce its licence. But 
be wanted the ability to impose 
“substantial" financial penalties 
to deal with less serious licence 
infringements. 

“I want to see stronger teeth 
... this has been on the table for 


some time,” he said. “1 have 
raised it with- the Secretary of 
State." 

He cited the situation this 
year when; Camelot had been 
unable to produce the required 
number of retail outlets for 
lottery tickets. 

This “serious breach", he 
said, was exacerbated by the feet 
that information the organisa- 
tion submitted to Oflot was in- 
correct. Oflot threatened to 
take Camelot to court, and the 
lottery operator corrected the 
problem. 

“It was a situation where the 
imposition of a financial penal- 
ty would have been entirety ap- 
propriate,” Mr Davis said. 

He would not be drawn on 
the level of fines he wished to 
impose, but said they should be 
“substantial". 

“The level of penalty that is 
necessary is one which will re- 
flea the gravity of a licence 
breach but wfll also be mean- 
ingful to a substantial business 


with a turnover of over £5bn per 
-annum,” he said. - - 

Camelofs executives were 
recently heavily* criticised for 
awarding themselves massive 
bonuses, despite a fell in ticket 
sales. Mr Davis refused to com-, 
ment on how much Camelot’s 
executives should be paid bii? 
said that if public disquiet about 
the matter were proven to af- 
fect sales be would intervene, as 
his remit was to ensure that the 
National Lottery is able to pay 
the maxim um to good causes. 

“If I felt that that was felling 
to meet statutory objectives then 
it would be right for me to talk 
to them about it," Mr Davis said. 
He agreed that Oflot was “the 
guar dian of the image of the Na- 
tional Lottery" and said it would 
be under this guise that he 
would be talking to Camelot’s di- 
rectors about their pay. 

“Camelot’s reputation has 
certainly suffered from the han- 
dling of the directors remuner- 
ation issue,” he said. 


He would not respond to crit- 
ictsmstftai he had not bees “vig- 
orous -enough" in his dea l i n g s - 
with Camelot, until the Gov- 
ernment published its own re- 
sponse. “The only point I would 
make is that comparison be-' 
. tween regulation of the lottery 
and regulation ^spmeotberin- 
dustries, utilities for example, 
are extremely difficult,". Mr 
Davis said. 

During the period covered by 
the report last year, overall 
ticket sales, including both 
scratcbcards and on-line sales, 
dropped £500m from £5-2bn to 
£4.7bn - with a loss of £143m 
to the good causes fund. 

However, Mar Davis said the 
lottery was still way ahead of ini- 
tial tarots. The Oflot annual re- 
port states that for the duration 
of Camdot's licence theccanpany 
will be donating 30 per cent exf 
sales to good causes, 2 per cent 
more than estimated. He said in 
the year to March, £1.44bn was 
donated to good causes. 




Bow group pulls musical strings in the City 


Nell Catch pole playing viola with the Gogmagogs in GIgagain, an extravaganza directed by Lucy 
Bailey at the Bridewell Theatre for the City of London Festival until 5 July Phcftogaph: Laurie Lewis 


DAILY POEM 


packing 

By Jean ‘Binta’ Breeze 


walfdn out dis place 
nice an easy 
packut mi bag neat 
beatin a 
slow retreat 
doan have no 

property to protec 
no workers to negfec 
no politician pen 
no drugs man weh a go len 
mi a fortune ' 
i 

cyaan /all de baityman ' 

or sell out to foreign plan 
nor kiss no gpvamem ass 
jus warm get aff de crass 
name decency 
so 
i 

walidn out dis place 
nice an easy 
no qualms 

This poem comes from Jean ‘Binta’ Breeze's third co flection. On 
the Edge of an Island (Bloodaxe Books, £7.9 5), which indudes prose 
as well as verse among its “stories ... from somewhere behind 
God's back, as we would say in Jamaica". She reads her work on 
a cassette available from 57 Productions. Riding on de Rktdym. 


Queen accepts 
Aitken’s exit 


Khn Sengupta 

The disgraced former minister 
Jonathan Aitken’s journey into 
political wilderness, following 
his humiliation in Lhe High 
Court reached a new milestone 
yesterday, when the Queen ac- 
cepted his resignation frum the 
Privy Council. 

The one-time Chief Secretary 
to the Treasury and Defence 
procurement minister, joined 
an inglorious list of three oth- 
ers who bad either resigned or 
been struck-off from the Privy 
Council this century. 

A brief statement issued hy 
Downing Street said: “The 
Queen has approved at his own 
request Lhal the name of 
Jonathan William Patrick 
Aitken Esq be removed from 
the list of Privy Councillors." 

Mr Aitken had offered his 
resignation in a letter to the 
Cabinet Office after the collapse 
of his libel action against The 


Guardian and Granada TV the 
makers of World in Action. He 
is at present in hiding abroad. 

He now faces a Scotland 
Yard investigation into allega- 
tions that he committed perjury 
and attempted to pervert the 
course of justice. Mr Aitken, his 
wife Lolicia, and teenage 
daughter Victoria arc expected 
to be interviewed under caution 
by detectives in the near future. 

It is believed that Mr Aitken, 
who lost his Thanet South in the 
last election, had been per- 
suaded by friends and senior 
members of the Conservative 
Party that he should resign and 
spare embarrassment to the 
Queen and the new Tory leader 
William Hague. 

There arc reports that Mr 
Aitken is at present in the US 
where he is preparing to write a 
book on hs dcwnfelL He has told 
friends that he intends to return 
to England in the next few 
weeks to face police questioning. 
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f {‘you’d like ro save money on international 
calk, it’s worth chatting to Mercury, For the same 
price; you get at least 20% more time to chat 
than you do wirh BT. You don't need to change 
your phone, your number or your BT line. You 
simply pay a quarterly fee of £5.75 (inc. VAT), 
then choose which calls to make over Mercury 
SmartCall, and which to make over BT. 

For example, use SmartCall for a five minute 
international call between 6pm and 8am weekdays, 
or any time at weekends, and you’ll save between 
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make calls to mobile phones, you can also make 
savings. In addition, you will automatically receive 
another 5% off the five international numbers 
you have spent most on that quarter. 

To get the figures for your home phone 
bill FreeCall 0500 500 366 quoting reference 
RSINDSJ and we’ll chat it over. 

Mercury SmartCall 

You don't have to be a genius to see how much you'll save 
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:hat for 


Wore 


Edelsteln's fuchsia silk 
cocktail number; £19,300 


Going 

going 

gone... 

Diana’s 


Surgeons 
call for 
halving of 
specialist 
hospitals 



A royal price: Lord Hindlip, Christie's international chairman, receiving die final bid - £ 120,301 - for the ‘Travolta dress* Photograph: Ron Frehn/AP 


YOUR 


MONEY 


raise 

£3.5m 




WITH 



Worn as Charles admitted 
adultery on TV; £39,200 


Christa Worth ing ton 

New York 

There was not a drag queen in sight as 
more than 1,000 people jammed 
Christie's fork Avenue salerooms at the 
auction of Diana, Princess of Vries's 
wardrobe of 79 dresses and bail gowns 
worn primarily on slate occasions from 
1981 to 1996. 

Instead, ladies from deepest Georgia 
and Tennessee, dripping drawls and 
golly-gosb enthusiasms, came for a 
piece of Diana, their Judith Krantz hero- 
ine come to life. 

The Princess, back in England at the 
lime of the sale, successfully emerged 
from this divestiture of royal relics as the 
protagonist of a new drama: that of pa- 
tron saint of the very good cause. 

In ail. the sale of Diana's cast offs 
raised $5.7m (£3 .5m ) to fight Aids and 
breast cancer, a record for a charity event 
says Lord “Charlie” Hindlip, Christie's 
international chairman and the evening's 
auctioneer. Almost £2m came from the 
dresses. Another £l.lm was earned by 
the sale of coffee-table catalogues and 
additional monies were raised by fund- 
raisers in New York and London. 

As anticipated by Christie's, the sale 
drew a new kind of buyer, often a novice 
bidder enticed by the catalogue and the 
lack of a reserve bid. The bn dal design- 
er Par Kerr, of Memphis, Tennessee, 
bought four dresses to add to her col- 
lection of 10,000 pieces of royal memo- 


No 1 (£120,301): Ink-blue silk velvet gown 
by Victor Edetelein in which Diana danced 
with John Travolta at the White House dur- 
ing a state banquet given by President 
Ronald Reagan in 1985. 

No 2 (ESI ,203): Catherine Walker's strap- 
less evening dress and jacket with high 
collar, in white crepe sflk, which Diana wore 
for the 1989 British Fashion Awards in 
London. 

No 3 (£48,120): Again by Edelstein, an 
embroidered dinner dress and bolero in 
oyster duchesse satin, featured on the cov- 
er of the auction catalogue 
No 4 (£45,1 13): A white sari-style silk chif- 
fon gown by Gina Fratini for Hartnell. 

No 5 (£40,902): Walker's short, draped 
cocktail dress in cpry sik, uhich Diana wore 
to the Serpentine Gallery, London. 

No 6 (£39,699): By Hachi. a long, em- 
broidered dinner dress 'm cream silk chif- 


rabflia dating from 1700. Wearing T-shirts 
and tuxes and looking unlike most au- 
diences who come to this elite saleroom, 
the crowd featured a self-described “Di- 
ana fanatic" with Diana dolls strong from 
his shoulders, and a collector of celebri- 
ty memorabilia eager to add to his stash 
of shnts worn by Svis and Donna Reed’s 
earrings from It's a wonderful Life. 

No doubt out of deference to the 
Princess of Wales, the newly casual and 
modern magazine cover girl, the editors 
of Vogue and Harper's Bazaar were in at- 
tendance. The takings will benefit the 


fon. which Diana wore on several occa- 
sions. including an official visit to Japan. 
No 7 (£39,098): Chnsuna StamboJian's 
off-the-peg black cocktail dress which Di- 
ana wore at the Serpentine the night her 
estranged husband, interviewed on prime- 
time television, admitted adultery. 

Joint No 8 (£37,293): A halter-necked 
evening dress m midnight-blue silk crepe, 
by Edelstein, and Walker's pale-blue chif- 
fon evening dress, worn by Diana at the 
1987 Cannes Rim Festival, and to the Lon- 
don opening of Miss Saigon in 1 989. 

No 10 (£34,887): Walker's mickiight- 
blue and white satin cocktail dress, which 
Diana wore during an official visit to 
Japan in 1986. 

■ Walker had 50 dresses in the sale and 
Edelstein 10. Fratmi, Hachi and Stambo- 
Ban scored hits with then only entries in 
the auction. 


Aids Crisis Trust and the Royal Mars- 
den Hospital Cancer Fund in Britain and 
the Aids Care Centre at New York Hos- 
pital, the Harvard Aids Institute and the 
Evelyn H Laudler Breast Center and 
Memorial Sloane-Kettering Cancer 
Center in the United States. 

While pre-sale hype had projected 
earnings of $7m (£42m), Lord Hindlip 
admitted: “SI. 6m would have been my 
guess. We’re thrilled. I wasa mile fright- 
ened that the sale had been talked up too 
much.” 

Sale prices dropped and then rose dra- 



Frock parade: Diana in the most 
costly dress, with John Travolta 


maticaily at the sale's end with the record 
amount ever earned by a costume: 
£120301 for the “John Travolta dress”, 
an ink-blue velvet gown by Victor Edel- 
stein in which the Princess danced with 
the film star at the Reagan White 
House in 1985. Hie bidder was an 
anonymous American. The lowest bid 
was £13,143 for a Ytolker tunic dress. 

“These are the holy relics of the great 
Cinderella story of our time,” remarked 
Richard Martin, curator of the Costume 
Institute at the Metropolitan Museum 
in New York. 


Jeremy Laurence 

Health Editor 

Surgeons' leaders called yes- 
terday for a programme of hos- 
pital closures and reorganisation 
to concentrate surgical expertise 
and minimise risks to patients. 

The Senate of Surgery of 
Great Britain and Ireland, which 
represents the Royal Colleges of 
Surgeons and their specialist as- 
sociations, said the number of 
hospitals providing advanced 
surgery should be halved to en- 
sure that patients had access to 
a full range of specialists and the 
highest standard of care. 

The move comes a day after 
Frank Dobson, the Secretary of 
State for Health, announced 
that hospitals would have to 
close and health and loral au- 
thorities would have to work to- 
gether to provide care closer to 
people’s homes. 

There is a growing consensus 
among ministers, doctors and Na- 
tional Health Service managers, 
that the NHS must adapt to sur- 
vive, with specialist services con- 
centrated in fewer hospitals while 
routine treatments are delivered 
by GP clinics and health centres. 
Yesterday, the Government in- 
vited applications for the first 20 
pilot schemes for GP commis- 
aoning of local health services 
which are intended as an alter- 
native to GP fundholding. 

A report issued by the Sen- 
ate of Surgery says surgical 
units in acute hospitals should 
serve populations of 500,000 
people, about twice the present 
. average. This is the minimum 
size necessary to allow all sur- 
gical specialties to be provided 
and to make the best use of ex- 
pensive technology. 

“In large dries ... this service 


migh t all be provided on one site 
whilst in parts of the country 
with smaller or more diffuse 
populations, organisational re- 
arrangements could be made 
between the existing hospitals,” 
the report says. 

Charles Collins, consultant 
surgeon at Taunton and Som- 
erset hospital and chief author 
of the report, said increasing 
specialisation in surgeiy and 
the expense of high-tech equip- 
ment meant small hospitals were 
no longer able to provide the 
same standard of care as larger 
ones. 

Mr Collins said: “The prob- 
lem for the small hospital is that 
they won't have enough sur- 
geons to offer all the specialist 
skills ... Where there are two 
hospitals a few miles apart serv- 
ing populations of 250,000 each 
we would recommend concen- 
trating all emergency and acute 
services orione site, where all the 
facilities are.” 

In some cities - such as Lon- 
don, where the Royal London 
hospital has taken over the 
emergency work from St 
Bartholomew's and St Thomas’s 
is to do the same for Guy’s - 
change Iras already begun. Mr 
Collins added: “It might be ide- 
al to halve the number of hosr 
pitals but we are alert to the 
political implications.” 

Earlier this month, the British 
Medical Association signalled for 
the first time that a limited pro- 
gramme of hospital closures 
could improve efficiency. A 
study commissioned by the 
BMA suggested that in a part of 
the country served by 10 NHS 
trusts ah wim accident and emer- 
gen^ departments, two might be 
dosed and the number of A&E 
departments halved. 
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If your car breaks down, you could find 
yourself with a lengthy wait at the roadside 
- and a rather large bill! 

Join the RAC, on the other hand, and we’ll 
get you going as quickly as possible. In 
fact, the average response time for RAC 
patrols, is just 40 minutes. 

■ Membership costs from just 
£39* a year. 

■ You’re covered in any car as a driver 
or passenger. 

■ Our patrols repair 81% of breakdowns. 

■ Callouts are free, and so is our 
labour. You pay only for the parts 
you need. 

■ And if your car needs to be taken 
to a garage, local tows are free of 
charge, too. 

You can also tailor your cover to suit your 
needs, with the option to take out Joint 
and Family Cover or add our At Home or 
European Cover. 

So don’t wait until your car breaks down 
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Free double memory offer 


Now* Compaq Deskpro — the 
UK's Nol desktop PC* — offers you 
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reliability. Because when you buy any 
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at just £905 + VAT (£1,063 incl. VAT). 
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f Sir Cameron Mackintosh: 

I Will be creating a new show 

Christian Wolmar 

Westminster Correspondent 

The Mille nnium Exhibition yesterday got 
a new name, an increased budget and 
its own public holiday on 31 December 
1999. But uncertainty still surrounds sev- 
t era! aspects of the project including 
f whether the dome at Greenwich in 
t south-east London, will be- permanent, 
f- The end of the year 1999 show has 
* now been renamed the Millennium Ex- 
j perience to get away from the idea that 
it will be a boring business exhibition. 
- Peter Man d else n, Minister Without 
{ Portfolio, who is now in charge of the 
r project, also confirmed that the budget 
[ of the project was now £750m, plus an 
i extra £50m that may be called upon be- 
i. fore it opens in December 1999. 


Mr Mandelson also announced that 
Mark McConnack, of I MG Associates, 
the sports sponsorship company, would 
be employed on a commission basis. In 
fact, this was reported by The Indepen- 
dent in February, which said that it was 
likely to cost £L5m to raise the £150m ■ 
that the project needs. No contract has 
been signed with Mr McCoiinack. 

While the Cabinet approved the pro- 
ject at its meeting yesterday, it is still un- 
dear whether the five criteria which Ibny 
Blair said would determine the future 
of the project have been metThe notion 
of a national programme has been met 
with £76m of the Experience’s budget be- 
ing earmarked for projects outside Lon- 
don. On management, the Government 
announced that former Channel 4 boss 
Michael Grade; Ruth Mackenzie, the 


newly appointed director of Scottish 
Opera, and Sir Alan Cbdcsbaw. chairman 
of Amec Construction, would be ap- 
pointed to the board of the organisers, 
now tailed the New Millennium Expe- 
rience Company. 

However, the promise of no money 
from the public purse, has been fudged. 
Chris Smith, Secretary of State for Na- 
tional Heritage, confirmed that the pro- 
ject will be receiving £400m of 'lottery 
funding, plus an extra £50m if cash is 
needed before the opening. However, 
while ministers hope it will be within bud- 
get, there cannot be any guarantee that 
such a big project will not cost a lot more. 

Ticket sales would bring in £135m 
from up to 12 milli on visitors, which Bob 
Ayting, the BA chief executive who is also 
chairman of the company organising it. 


compared with the Munich Beer festi- 
val, which attracts 6 million people in two 
weeks, and the Hanover trade exhibition 
which is expected to attract 40 milhon. 

The dec ision on the future of the site 

is to be reviewed. The future of the dome 
is stifi uncertain. Mr Mandelscn said that 

Greenwich would be home to a “new na- 
tional digital network for education 
and learning" which will promote the 
"university for industry”, being set up for 
workers to 'study for degrees, and the 
“national grid for learning” which will 
bring the Internet into schools. 

Mr Mandelson confirmed that Sir 
Cameron Mackintosh, producer of Lex 
Miserabtes, would be creating a show - 
“an arrow through time” - in the 10 , 000- 
sea ter drum arena, and he said the 
Experience would be "unmissable". 
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Bertie Ahem elected as new Irish premier 


Alan Murdoch 

Dublin 

Bertie Ahern was last night 
elected Thoiseach with a slim 
majority in the Dail backed by 
a centre-right coalition of his Fi- 
anna Fail party and its Pro- 
gressive Democrat ally and 
three independents. 

Mr Ahern achieved just 
enough support to avoid de- 


pendence on the vote of Sinn 
Fein’s sole TD (MP), Caoim- 
hghin O'Caolain, but the nar- 
row majority guarantees a 
nervous term of office. He re- 
ceived 85 votes from the 
166-seat c ham ber with 78 
against. Outgoing premier John 
Bruton received 75 votes. 

Mr Ahern's achievement is 
belated compensation for the 
disappointment of 1994 when. 


just as he was due to step into 
Albert Reynolds’ shoes after the 
latter’s coalition collapsed, a sud- 
den U-turn by Labour partners 
put him back in opposition. 

An affable consensus politi- 
cian, Mr Ahern, 45, has played 
a key role in Ireland’s eco- 
nomic boom, helping to corral 
trade unions into a decade of 
voluntary wage restraint Pre- 
viously labour and then finance 


minister, he broke down old 
prejudices before divorce was 
approved by publicly confirm- 
ing his own marriage failure. 

On Northern Ireland, Mr 
Ahern argued strongly up un- 
til last week's Lurgan murders 
for fines to be kept open to Sinn 
Fein, and, despite widespread 
pessimism in Dublin about IRA 
intentions, could be influential 
in pressing for a ceasefire. 
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The new deputy-premier will 
be Mary Harney, leader of the 
small centre-right Progressive 
Democrats, while Raphael 
“Ray" Burke, 53, inherits Dick 
Spring's foreign affairs and 
Northern Ireland role. His se- 
lection above deputy FF leader 
Mary O’Rourke, reflects his 
doser ties to Mr Ahem, who will 
himself be directly involved in 
Northern policy. 





Power play: Geoffrey dements, of the Natural Law Party, which wants to provide a flying 
squad to help politicians reach a higher consciousness Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

William Hague needed this 
like he needed a hole in his 
transcendental .consciousness. 
Just as the Conservative Party 
leader was starting to work up 
some gravitas, it was revealed 
yesterday that up to 3,000 yo- 
gic flyers have formed an air- 
borne back-up squad for him. 

Something akin to forma- 
tion flying takes place each 
month during special monthly 
“coherence days", and Mr 
Hague, who is a regular prac- 
titioner of transcendental 
meditation, is to be among 
their chief beneficiaries. 

The Tory leader has al- 
ready gained maturity, confi- 
dence, energy and a rare 
ability to survive on just a few 
hours sleep from his ability to 
tap into “the silent reservoir 
of creativity at i he base of his 
thinking process", according 
to the Natural Law Party. 

With the help of his own 
political flying squad he and 
his fellow politicians can now 
reach an even higher level of 
consciousness. 

Yogic flyers around the 
country who get together on a 
regular basis to practise their 
art and to create a special en- 
ergy are offering up their 
powers to Mr Hague for the 
good of the Tory party and 
for politics in generaL Al- 
ready they have cut crime and 


Yogic flyers offer 
to take Hague 
on a higher plane 


brought numerous other ben- 
efits to Britain, they say, but 
in future a new sense of har- 
mony could pervade the land. 

The followers of the Ma- 
harishi Mahesh Yogi have 
been in touch with Mr Hague 
since he invited them to 
speak at an Oxford Union de- 
bate during bis spell as presi- 
dent. In fact, it seems that 
even the famous conference 
speech he delivered under the 
approving eye of Margaret 
TTiatcherin 1977 may have 
been delivered while* under 
the influence of "TM." The 
young Hague took up the pur- 
suit at the tender age of 16. 

Dr Geoffrey Clements, 
leader of the Natural Law 
Party, is in no doubt about 
the cause of young Wiliam’s 
success. "He has built up his 
personality on the basis of 
natural law. From the age of 
16 he has given importance to 
unfolding his inner potential. 

“We wish him all success in 
elevating the performance of 


British politics and govern- 
ment to bring fulfilment to 
the nation and integration 
and peace in the world." 

But although Mr Hague is 
clearly the Mabarishi's man 
in British politics, natural Jaw 
is a generous thing. Even 
Tony Blair's new Labour can 
benefit too, because its princi- 
ples will lead to conflict-free 
politics for all. 

The generosity of the NLP 
knows no bounds. For just a 
small fee, the Government 
could reap extra rewards 
from its special flying days. 
“Our intention will be to 
build them up and to offer to 
the Government that they 
could sponsor that pro- 
gramme for the benefit of na- 
tional life," Dr Gemencs said. 

If Mr Hague fears all this 
levity will detract from his im- 
age as a well-grounded politi- 
cian, he is hiding his worries 
well. He is apparently happy 
to talk about the jovs of medi- 
tation endlessly, if prompted. 


Scots Tories in row 
over £2m cash fund 


Stephen Goodwin 

The bitter faction fighting be- 
devilling the Scottish Tore par- 
ty erupted again last night 
following a claim that the Ger- 
man Christian Democrats were 
fonding a group or left-wing 
Tones planning a breakaway. 

William Hague will today 
walk mto this row and to tre and 
persuade Lhe disgruntled rem- 
nants of the Tory party in Scot- 
Kind not to split from their 
Engteh comrades, to continue 
the fight against devolution. 
King Canute may have set him- 
self an easier task. 

Arthur Bell, chairman of the 
Scottish Tory Reform Group, ve- 
^raently denied the suggestion 
of a £2m fund, insisting that the 
Konrad Adenauer Foundation 
an arm of the CDU, had mere- 
ly provided money for a re- 
search visit to Germany. 

“ W? arc moving towards a fed- 
eral system in Britain and we 
have to look at Conservatives 
elsewhere o\ Europe and see hnw 
they remain united while being 
mo I? responsive to the public." 

Mc Letshie. president of 
the voluntary wing of the party. 


accused Mr Bell of “playing 
dangerous nationalist games" 
and the right-wing Lloyd Beat 
demanded disciplinary action 
against his old adversaty. 

The row stoked the mood of 
recrimination among Scots 

7? n o’„ w ? h Mr Be* fingering 
Mr Bell for the rumours of gay 

haisons which led to the reSg- 

nation of Sir Michael Hirston 

the eve of the election. 

Mr Hague says his primary- 
reason for attending the con- 
fcrence of Scottish Tories in 
frithis iolisten . Michael An- 
<*am. the party's devolution 
spokesman, says he will be lis- 
tening too But so far neither 
has given the slightest encour- 
agement to those ureing “ re . 

0n ,h ^" 

repeated John Majors general 
election claim that devolution 
l H)uld lead to the hreak-nn 
United KingSom “ P ° f 
a .,. ^' hal ^ a ea nh is he plavine 
on > V s - lhe - P stuimed reaction of 
tf m A IOr Tory who wondered 

rfMrAncram. from his 

dL had actually noticedthe 
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election result in Scotland. “The 

ESuftt® **S e,L ^ haw no 
MP5 left here. Doesn't that tell 
them anything?" 

Mr Hague is expected to 
sound more emollient when he 
addresses the conference this 

support for a -nd^tefoSr 

! referendum while leav- 
mg dissident members free t0 
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Clinton is sent 
warning’ over 
enlarged Nato 


Mary Dejevsky 

Washington 


A 50-sirong group of America's 
“great and good", in dueling a 
posse of former ambassadors, 
arms control negotiators and 
foreign affaire experts, issued an 
open letter to President BQ] 
Clinton yesterday setting out 
strong objections to the en- 
largement of Nato and calling 
for the continuation of less for- 
malised relations instead. 

Signatories to yesterday's 
open letter come from both ends 
of the political spectrum. They 
include former US arms nego- 
tiators, Paul Wamke and Paul 
Niue; Michael Mandelbaum, a 
former foreign affairs adviser to 
President CUnton; Jack Mat- 
lock, who was ambassador in 
Moscow during the collapse of 
communism and several other 
former ambassadors with expe- 
rience of the region. 

The letter was co-ordinated 
by Susan Eisenhower, grand- 
daughter of the former US 
president, Dwight Eisenhower, 
and a leading foreign affairs an- 
alyst in her own right. 

The letter, published 10 days 
before the Nato summit meeting 
in Madrid, where the new mem- 
bers are expected to be ap- 
proved, is the latest and strongest 
indication of a gathering head of 
steam in the United Slates 
against expansion of the alliance. 

Not mincing its language, 
the letter describes Nato en- 
largement as a “policy error of 
historic proportions’” that would 
“decrease allied security and un- 
settle European stability". The 
arguments relate to Russia, to 
the aspiring Nato members, to 
the alliance and to the US. 

With Russia, it argues that ex- 
pansion will strengthen conser- 
vatives - who will see Russia's 
security threatened -and prevent 
ratification of outstanding arms 
control treaties, including Start 
IL In Europe, it says that en- 
largement - whether with 
Poland, Hungary andthe Czech 


Susan Eisenhower: Helped 
co-ordinate the open letter 


Republic, as the US Adminis- 
tration favours, or with the ad- 
diu'on of Rumania and Slovenia, 
as some European countries 
favour - will establish a new di- 
vision in Europe between those 
who are in and those who arc out 
Of the alliance, the letter ar- 
gues that its military effective- 
ness wall be diluted, and commit 
Nato to defending countries 
whose democracy and ethnic re- 
lations arc not yet settled. And 
as far as the US is concerned, 
the signatories argue that the 
European Nato members, old 
and new, will expect the US to 
pick up the bill, a bill which will 
he perhaps five times more 
than the S25bn (£15bn) Slate 
Department estimate. 

Unusually for an Initiative 
that originates in the charmed 
circles of the Washington elite, 
the arguments advanced in the 
letter reflect a large and grow- 
ing segment of American opin- 
ion outside Washington. Less 
sophisticated as the arguments 
of Wishing! on-inside re, the view 
from the “heartland" concen- 
trates on the likely costto Amer- 
ican taxpayers "of equipping 
central European countries for 
Nato membership and the basic 
principle of whether American 
soldiers should be expected, as 
it is said, “to die for DanzigT- 
Bu sin ess concerns, on the 
other hand, stand tty the ad- 
ministration's support for ex- 
pansion, partly because of the 


Internet ban 
outlawed by 
top US court 

Key decisions also given on mercy 
killings and president’s powers 


Mary Dejevsky 


The US Supreme Court hand- 
ed down three derisions yes- 
terday, each of which will have 
a direct impact on aspects of life 
in America; and could in two of 
the cases set precedents for how 
other countries tackle similar 
questions. 

It ruled against censorship of 
the Internet and for the right of 
individual states to ban doctor- 
administered euthanasia (“as- 
sisted suicide”). It also entranced 
the power of the president by 

toveto sections ofBfflshe dis- 
likes rather than the whole Bill. 

The least conditional of the 
rulings was that Congress had 
acted unconstitutionally when 
h legislated last year to censor 
the internet. The decision, the 
firel sortie by the top judicial au- 
thority into cyberspace, said 
that in trying to pro tax children. 
Congress had violated the con- 
stitutional right of adults to free 
speech, and it struck out that 
'section of the legislation on “de- 
cency” in co mmuni cations. 

- On assisted suicide, the court 
upheld laws in New York and 
Washington state that make it 
a crime for a doctor to end the 
life of a terminally fll patient, 
even ff- the patient is judged 
mentally capable of making the 
derision. It ruled that assisted 
suicide was different from al- 
lowinga patient to refuse treat- 
ment for a terminal illne ss, a 
right recognised as constitu- 
tional in 1990. The “right to as- 
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sislance in committing suicide, 
it ruled, “is not a fundamental 
liberty interest". 

Observers said the ruling 
was unlikely to be the last word, 
as it left states free to pass their 
own legislation. Oregon has al- 
ready passed such a derision by 
referendum, but- that is faring 
its own legal challenge. 

Constitutionally, the most 
important judgment is the new 
right granted the president, be- 
cause it altera the balance of 
power between the president 
(the executive) and Congress 
(the legislature). 

Until now, the president has 
bad to decide whether the mer- 
its of the Bill before him out- 
weigh what he does not like or 
noL 

The veto was all or nothing; 
h could not be discriminatory. 
Supporters of what has be- 
come known as the “line-item 
veto" argued that it would con- 
siderably speed up legislation 
because it effectively limits the 
ability of Congress to make 
one item in a Bill conditional on 
another. 

The most recent example of 
such congressional “blackmail" 
was two weeks ago, when the 
Republican majority tried to 
link federal assistance for flood 
victims to a project of its own. 
The result was that President 
BUI Clinton vetoed a Bill that 
he otherwise supported whole- 
heartedly. 

Eventually, a combination 
of furious public opinion and di- 
visions among Republicans led 
to the removal of the offending 
section; and Mr Clinton signed 
the measure. 

It wiU in future be much more 
difficult for Congress to employ 
such tactics and means a pres- 
ident like Mr Clinton, whose 
own party does not control the 
House of Representatives or the 
Senate, will be much less ham- 
strung in what he can do. 

The court did, however, hold 
open the right of elected rep- 
resentatives to challenge the rul- 
ing if they felt their rights had 
been adversely affected by a spe- 
cific presidential derision. 


weapons orders they expect to 
gain when Central Europe has 
to make its weapons systems 
compatible with those of Nato. 

Despite this support, yester- 
day's letter provides a salutary 
warning to the administration of 
the opposition Nato expansion 
is likely to face when it comes be- 
fore the US Senate for ratifica- 
tion. Mr Oman's special adviser 
on Nato enlargement, Jeremy 
Rosner, already concedes that 
the necessary two-thirds major- 
ity will not be easy to obtain. 

Even prominent supporters of 
enlargement, such as Democrat 
Senator, Joe Biden, cautions 
that younger senators do not 
have the emotional attachment 
to Europe of their eldere. 


Defensive position: Nato’s retiring Allied Supreme Commander of Europe, General George Joutwan (left), waving goodbye to the Secretary-General, 
Dr Javier Solaria, of Spain, after receiving a Nato medal at a farewell ceremony at the defence alliance's headquarters yesterday Photograph: AFP 


2 out of 3 professional photographers use FuiiFilm. 


Even when they re being amateurs; 

t - ' w ’ • ■. ■ * 


FUJIFILM 


i 






12 


international 


FRIDAY 27 JUNE 1997 ■ THE INDEPENDENT 


Maastricht hurdle: France's new regime and Germany’s old stagers struggle to get fit for monetary union 



Mm Lichfield 

Paris 


It is a ritual dance. The French 
government proposes a radical 
change in the country’s public 
welfare system. Pressure groups 
of both Right and Left call their 
supporters onto the streets. 
The government backs down or, 
at least, offers a compromise. 

Much of the previous gov- 
ernment's time and credibility 
were expended in this way. In 
the case of the new Socialist-led 
government, the process has 
been squeezed into one week. 

In his general statement of 
policy last Thursday, the Prime 
Minister. Lionel Jospin, made 
tine unexpectedly bold, money- 
saving proposal. He suggested 
that child allowances should be 
paid in future only to families 
with a monthly income of less 
than Fr25.000a month (£2,600. 
or £31.200 a year). In other 
words. Mr Jospin was suggest- 
ing a means test, a principle 



Kohl’s 

big tax 
bonanza 
falls flat 
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Numbers game: Phillipe Ernst of Hatten, near Strasbourg, posts a sign in his shop to show that one of his customers bought a tottery ticket there 


which netted Fr70m (£6. 5m). Some say Lionel Jospin needs a similar stroke of luck to meet the criteria for Emu 


which the (reach welfare system 
has always strenuously refused 1 . 

Alarm bells rang. Socially 
right-wing family associations 
said the scrapping of middle- 
class child allowances struck at 
the heart of family values and 
would send France's (healthy) 
birth rate into rapid decline. 

The unions, and Communist 
and left-wing Socialist politi- 


cians, suspected they saw the 
beginning of means-testing 
throughout the entire welfare sys- 
tem, something far more radical 
than the previous right-wing 
government bad dared to pro- 
pose. They fear Mr Jospin may 
apply the same approach to the 
chronically overspent public 
health system, reducing public 
coverage for wealthier people 


and forcing them to bridge the 
gap with private health insurance. 
The government is under pres- 
sure to meet the budgetary 
guidelines for membership of 
European monetary union and 
fund its reflationary campaign 
promises. There is some evi- 
dence that it is thinking of 
wider means-testing in health 
and welfare policy. 


Or was thinking. The vehe- 
mence of the response to (he 
abolition of middle class family 
allowances bas sent the gov- 
ernment into a confused retreat. 
Within one day of Mr Jospin’s 
statement, his deputy, the em- 
ployment minister. Marline 
Aubry.said the Fr25,000 thresh- 
old was up for negotiation. Not 
good enough, said the pro- 
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family groups. Demonstrations 
were called on Tuesday, in- 
cluding one outside the Na- 
tional Assembly. 

On Wednesday, the official 
government spokesperson, tbe 
culture minister Catherine 
Trautmann, said there was no 
question of adopting means 
testing throughout the health 
and welfare system. Various 
other government figures sug- 
gested ways in which the reform 
of family allowances might be 
watered down. All the" com- 
promises were rejected by the 
conservative, pro-family cam- 
paigners. 

The revolt is the first do- 
mestic test of the nerve of the 
Jospin government, which insists 
that, unlike its predecessors, it 
will act as it speaks and deliver 
its promises. Delaying or wa- 
tering down the family al- 
lowance cuts - which could 
save up to £lbn in a full year - 
will make it even harder to meet 
the guidelines for Emu mem- 
bership this year. 

The Jospin government bas let 
it be known it hopes to reduce 
the budget deficit to 3.4 per cem 
of GDP in 1997. well over the 
Maastricht treaty target of 3 per 
cenL But it hopes to make this 
politically acceptable to its EU 
partners, especially Germany, 
and economically acceptable to 
the markets, by proposing a 
1998 budget later this year which 
hits the 3 per cent figure. 

AU estimates, both official 
and unofficial, suggest that next 
year's deficit will be well over 4 
per cent, even before Mr Jospin 
starts lo spend money on his cam- 
paign promises. How do the fig- 
ures add up? At present, they 
don’L Mr Jospin is playing for 
time and praying for steeper 
growth in the French economy. 


Fifteen years after coming to 
power on a tax-cutting ticket. 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl final- 
ly saw off his “Great Reform 
Bill’' yesterday, though his life’s 
work was denounced as a messy 
compromise with little benefit 
to anyone. 

In the twilight zone of gov- 
ernment finances, rendered 
opaque by tricks to conjure up 
a healchier-than-Iife budget, 
experts could agree on only one 
thing ; tbe modest tax band-outs 
would make it impossible for 
Germany to meet the Maas- 
tricht criteria in coming years. 

The package, passed in its fi- 
nal reading yesterday by the 
Bundestag, promises to cut (he 
“solidarity tax” earmarked for 
east Germany next year and re- 
duce income tax and corpora- 
tion tax by DM30bn in 1999. 
Thus will Mr Kohl go to the vot- 
ers next year, trumpeting a 
give-away that should bring the 
basic rate of income tax down 
to 15 per cent from the current 
22.9 per cent and reduce the top 
rate by 14 points to 39 per cent. 

The gams are already less, 
however, than the government 
intended, and fail to take ac- 
count of money the state will 
take away with the other hand. 
The immediate problem Ger- 



Going for broke: The message 
on MP Susan ne Kastner’s 
Theo Waigel T-shirt reads: 
‘Can you spare a Mark?’ 


many faces is that its budget is 
heading way beyond the Maas- 
tricht limits this year, is set to 
balloon next year and will be in 
the stratosphere in 1999. the an- 
nus mirabiiis, or otherwise, of 
monetary union. 

The original plans, articulat- 
ed yesterday by the Finance 
Minister, Theo Waigel, as 
“making Germany fit for the 
21st century", have had to be 
watered down- Incentives for 
business to keep jobs at home 
have been largely scrapped, 
while corporation tax burdens 
that would have gone in tandem 
with the breaks in 1999 are to 
be brought in next year, to fill 
Mr Waiget’s holes. 

"A scandal," was how Hans- 
Olaf Henkel, head of the Con- 
federation of German Industry, 
described the package. Business 
leaders were outraged by plans 
to slash the limit on tax write- 
offs allowed against losses. 

But the government was 
forced to delve into Lhe pock- 
ets of its friends because it 
found itself short of billions of 
Deutschmark. This year it 
needs to pluck out of thin air 
DMISbn (£6.6bn ) to get with- 
in shot of the budget deficit fig- 
ures prescribed by Maastricht. 
Next year, Mr Kohl's new fi- 
nance' minister, for few expect 
Mr Waigel to keep his job. 
must find an extra DM35bn. 

Much of this will come from 
selling the family silver. Mr 
Waigel is proposing an under- 
the-counter sale of shares in the 
telephone monopoly. Deutsche 
Telekom, netting DM25bn, and 
a clear-out of state-owned prop- 
erty. Technically, such proceeds 
cannot be counted towards 
qualification for Emu. but Ger- 
many hopes its partners will be 
less pedantic in this case than 
it has been with them. 

The opposition Social De- 
mocrats are taking the govern- 
ment to court for failing to 
produce an honest budget, and 
yesterday said they would block 
the “Great Tax Reform" in the 
upper house, the Bundesrat. 

Mr Kohl's re-election ticket 
will then be referred to endless 
committees and be trimmed fur- 
ther, beyond recognition, which 
leaves him with not much to 
crow about in next year's gen- 
eral election. 
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Six new stars 
are born amid 
gas and dust 


ChaHes Arthur 

Science Editor 


A in the stars: Cone Nebida (left), 2,500 light years from Earth, and the main star NGC 2264 IRS made visible with infrared imaging Photographs: University of Arizon/Nasa 


The right-hand frame here- . 
contains not one star, bat seven - 
t hough the dimmer six are allthe 
offspring of the lar ger, c entral 
one. New pictures from the ■ 
Hubble space telescope, using its 
infrared camera, have provided 
scientists with direct evidence that ' 
huge stare can throw off enough 
dust and gas to create “baby” 
stars, visible here as the six fainter 
dots in the picture. 

The right-hand frame is an 
enlargement of a tiny area of the 
left, which lies in tire Cone 
Nebula, 2^00 light years away 
from Earth in the constellation 
Monoceros. 

The main star itself is called 
NGC 2264 IRS, though it cannot 
be seen in the left-hand picture 
because of obscuring dust in its 
path. But with infrared im ag ing . 


the central star is more apparent 
• 7 - Scientists call the staibuth 
visible here “t rigg ered 7 ’ star 
formation, and happens when a 
ga|e of high-speed particles from a 
'young, massive star compresses 
nearby dust and gas until it 
.becomes dense enough to trigger 
die formation of a star, or stars. 
Usually stars form by the gradual 
collection of dust and gas due to 
gravity, until the combined mass 
sparks fusion in its core. Normally, 
individual stars would be many 
light years away: the nearest to 
■ Eart h 'is almost five light years 
distant However, these 
“offspring’* stars are just 0.04 to 
0.08 light years from the central 
mother. The pictures were 
analysed by astronomers at the 
University of Arizona and Nasa. 

The rings around the star are 
not part of the image, but caused 
by diffraction effects from the 
point-like sources of light. 


Aaccines 
tested on 
Australian 
orphans 


(* 



Iibert MHBcen 

Sdney 


luinea pigs: Humfreds of orphans m the State of 
Victoria were used in medical trials Photograph: Reuters 


i i outcry erupted in Australia 
\ sterday over revelations that 
1 ndreds of orphan babies and 
stall children were used as 
} inea pigs in experiments on 
■ ceines for herpes, whooping 
i ugh, influenza and other dis- 
ses, for 25 years after the Sec- 
id World War. 

Former wands of state de- 
anded a judicial inquiry after 
was disclosed that some of the 

sts did not work, foiled to pass 
ifety tests in animals and 
auscd vomiting, abscesses and 
ther side-effects in babies. 
The revelations came in a re- 
ort in the ,4ge newspaper of 
Melbourne, which outlined sev- 
□ separate cases of such ex- 
jeriments taking place in 
rphanages in Victoria state be- 
tween 1945 and 1970. The ex- 
periments were conducted 
uder the auspices of the Wal- 
ir and Eliza Hall Institute of 
ledical Research, one of Aus- 
-aiia’s most prestigious re- 
sarch institutions, and the 
Commonwealth Serum Labo- 
atories, then a federal gov- 
rnment body. 

They took place without the 
onsenl of any of the children’s 
lareats at a time when orphan - 
oes were crowded with slate 
zards under an official policy 
oat children from poor families 
nd sin gl e parents should be 
laced under the care of the 
continued un- 


J the 15rfw» 

Michael Wooldridge, the feo- 
ral minister for health, said last 
ight that the experiments 
bould never have happened, 
fe said they were conducted ac- 
ording to the medical ethics of 
he day and should not be 
jdged by today’s standards. 
Wfe will do everything we can 
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to put people's minds at rest” 

According to the Age, re- 
searchers from the Walter and 
Eliza Hall institute began work 
to develop a vaccine against her- 
pes simplex by conducting ex- 
periments on babies in 1947 at 
Broadmeadows Babies Home, 
an institution run by the Roman 
Catholic Sisters of St Joseph. 
They chose the state wards be- 
cause the infectious virus thrived 
in cramped living conditions 
and was believed to be “pre- 
dominantly a disease of the 
poorer classes”. The experi- 
ments failed. Some of the vac- 
cinated babies caught herpes. 

In another experiment, re- 
searchers from the Common- 
wealth Serum Laboratory 
tested combined antigens for 
whooping cough, diphtheria 
and tetanus on wards aged be- 
tween three months and almost 
three years, from three Mel- 
bourne babies’ homes. 

A separate experiment by die 
same institution, involving 350 
babies, was conducted over three 
years up to 1970. In this trial, to 
reduce the side-effects of in- 
fluenza vaccines in infants, the 
babies were given full adult dos- 
es of the test vaccine. 

David Vaux, the Wilier and 
Elba Hafl institute's spokesman, 
said yesterday that medical 
ethics committees with strict 
rules for informed consent on 
such trials had not been “in- 
vented'’ at the time. 

“There were epidemics at the 
time of infections diseases 
killing large numbers of chil- 
dren. especially at these insti- 
tutions where conditions were 
very crowded. The sisters-in- 
eftarge were desperate to try to 
prevent their children from dy- 
ing." Why the experiments on 
a non-life threatening condition 
such as herpes? “The authori- 
ties were interested in pre- 
venting children from suffering 
from herpes,” Dr Vhux said 

FOrmer wards who believe 
they might have been used as 
guine a pigs are demanding ac- 
cess to their medical records. 
Heather Bell, a Melbourne 
woman used in one trial as a 
baby, and now a spokesperson 
fora group representing former 
wards of state, said yesterday: 
“W: want a government inquiry. 
The government were totally re- 
sponsible for these children 
and they used them as guinea 
pig^. Would you use your chil- 
dren for medical experiments?" 
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Secret war still claims lives in Laos 



Image of destruction: A Laotian government soldier surveys a bomb-damaged bridge after a US raid 


Matthew Chance j 

Huap Huan Province, Laos 

Numbed to the danger around 

him, a Lao father slowly tills his 

field as an explosion shakes the 
ground. Acres the hill, a vil- 
lager planring rp a ™ has struck 
an American duster bomb 
buried in the soil. It fragments 
into a cloud of shrapnel, killing 
her instantly and leaving one 
more crater on a landscape al- 
ready scarred with thousands. 

After 25 years of peac e in 
Laos, a country littered with mil- 
lions of unexploded bombs, the 

legacy of a “secret war" with the 

United States in the 1960s and 
70s keeps on killing. 

“This is the most heavily 
bombed place on earth,” said 
Seb Taylor of the Cumbria- 
based Mines Advisory Group 
(MAG). He and a team of 
British forces veterans are in 
Laos destroying the mass of un- 
exploded ordnance rained on 
Communist Pathet Lao revo- 
lutionaries allied to Ho Chi 
Minh 's Vietnamese. 

"The usual comparison is 
that more bombs were dropped 


Twenty-five years after US raids 
stopped, unexploded bomos 
continue to kill and maim 


here than in all theatres 
throughout the entire Second 
World War. But it's difficult to 
convey the real extent of the 
bombing, the irrationality of the 
war America waged against 
these people,” he says. 

Although the Amencaps have 

stfll to acknowledge it, the 

decade before the fafl of Saigon 
in 1975 saw Laos pounded wim 
napalm and heavy ordnance m 
. - !_vu An M- 


tfmat ed two tons of high espio- 
sives were dropped on the 
country for every man, woman 
and chad living there at foe time. 
Between raids, which saw 

B52 bombing sorties every eight 

minutes for nearly 10 years, a 
clandestine “secret army” of US 
servicemen, aided by minority 
ethnic Hmong tribesmen, 
attempted unsuccessfully to 
sever supply routes between 
Vietnam and Laos, which 



snathe heartland of theftibet 

Lao.Today, the area remains 
one of the world’s most haz- 

^dus places; bombs coniraue 

to kin one person every other 
day*according to aid 

“Our Tng ' T| problem is clear- 
er ni; i^nnis 
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nance specialist with MAO. 
“These anti-personnel devices 
are little more than mines tw an- 
other name, eftxpf they were de- 
signed to kfil not injure," hesare- 

The killer bomblets, which re- 
main outside the British land- 
mine ban and the international 
debate on the use of such de- 
vices, were dropped indiscrim- 
inately, littering temples, paddy 
fields and houses. 

An estimated 30 per cent of 
the devices failed to explode on 
impact. The slightest touch can 
be enough for detonation, ren- 
dering everyday chores, a quar- 
ter of a century on, high risk 
activities. 

Kham Ra, a young mother, 
recounted the day, less than a 
year ago, when a bomb killed 
her husband. “The whole village 
heard the blast. We ran to the 
rice paddy to see, but he was al- 
ready dead. There was nothing 
an y of us could do except car- 
ry on," she said. 

Tragedy is commonplace in 
beleaguered Laos. More than 
.11,000 people have been killed 
by bombs in the years since the 
Americans stopped their raids. 

Bomb saturated land, dan- 
gerous and polluting, has dev- 
astated the Lao economy. 
Unlike its Asian Tiger neigh- 
bours, Laos - which is to jom 
the powerful regional econom- 
ic bloc. Asean, in July- remains 
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the opposite is true. . 

It iseasy to see hero bombs 
have become mundane tor » 

mam- here: they are part of the 

landscape. In a field marked as 
a bomb site with a skull a 
bamboo house perches on 3lt- - 
tall stilts made of bomb casing- 
Outside, a 2-ycar-oId gni 

washes herself in a bath made 
from a cluster bomb pod. 

Mr Pbengkhanuny is philo- 
sophical “Ifshke the way vou 
in the West grow up accepting 
motor accidents as a fact of me, 
he says. “We grow up with 

bonibs. We know- the>- kfll but we 

have learnt to live with them. 
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‘Murder machine’ admits 
Tokyo gas attack 

The man once nicknamed the “murder machine" of 
Japan’s Aum Sbinri Kyo doomsday cult pleaded guilty to 
releasing nerve gas on Tokyo subways in 1995 and 
assisting in another attack. Prosecutors say Yasuo Havas hi 
alone was responsible for eight of the 12 deaths in the 
Tokyo attack and for half the 5,000 injuries. The last of 
five cultists accused in the attack to be arrested, he was 
held in December after two years at large. AP - Tokyo 

Italian tanks deploy in Vlora 

Italian tanks took up position in the Albanian port of 
Vlora in a show of strength against gunmen who have 
staged battles for three days. Supporters of rival warlords 
fought during a rally of rightist parties taking pan in 
Sunday’s election, pitting President Sali Berisha’s 
Democratic Party against the Socialists. One person died 
and two were injured in the violence: Reuters - Vlora 

Berlin Jews’ new leader 

Andreas Nachama, 45, a historian who runs the 
“Topography of Tferror” exhibit built over the remains of 
the Gestapo’s Berlin dungeons, is to head Germany’s 
largest Jewish community, becoming the first chairman of 
the Berlin Jewish community board not to have lived 
through the Holocaust. AP - Berlin 

Land burial for Cousteau 

Jacques- Yves Cousteau, who revealed to the world the 
mysteries of the oceans’ depths, will be laid to rest on 
land rather than buried at sea in the navy tradition He 
will be buried in his native Bordeaux. Reuters - Paris 

Escort service nipped in bud 

h n ?iS2 17 -y^f r : oId who ran an escort service from class 
has been expelled, more for using a mobile phone than for 
selling sex. The phone would ring in class and he would 

1 "2“ 50r - A xh °° l official sai™ The 
problem would be the same if he was selling vegetables.” 

AP- Enschede 
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Bizarre! Not only can you acquire the Starlet Sporof for a tiny £99 a month at 9.2% APR (plus deposit 

and final payment)* but it also has so many features you'll think you're sitting in die Tardis: power i 

steering, immobiliser, stereo radio /cassette, 16 valve. 1.3 litre engine, driver's airbag, twin side impact 
protection and front seatbelt pre-tensioners. For the whole picture make contact with us on 0800 777 555 


-Typical finance example, app&cabte to Starlet Sporttf 1.3. 3 door (model shown), with power assisted steering (non-metaSc): On the road price - £8,905, deposit - £3,116 75 bianca in be fiiunnari cc too nr 

Charges for credit - £890.07 (include: £80 acceptance fee payable wtth the first payment and £20 option to purchase fee, payable with the find payment), 23 monthly payments of £98 84 final I ".rM-ZMotal amount payable - £9.795.07 
maximum 10,000 mfes per annum excess mileage charge per mie - B.25p inc VAT. AH Finance provided is subject to status to ever Iffs only. Indemufes may be required. Fun written aimbtm’iw ™*iUKu.nn ^ ra _ n ^ &d valu< l 44,320, APR - 82 %' 

tend, Redhfll. Surrey. RH1 IPX. Stariet model shown must be acaubed on Toyota Terms and ordered and regjsteed between 1/8/97 and 31/8/97. Offer redeemable by nartirioatmc inthTrnt nr^”* 7?" I? rnan “- lb® Quadrangle. Station 
supplied to established Reel operators amt vehicles acquired under diplomatic, tax-free or special sales purchase. Price correct as at 24/8/97, and Mdudes VAT. number elates mari Notability scheme vehicles, vehicles 

' u “ n “ a “ a d e#«ry charge of £445 {includes vats 
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British beef 

bach on the menu 

at fflcDonald's. 


Rndrew Taylor, managing Director of McDonald's Restaurants Ltd, today 
announced the luelcome return of British beef to McDonalds UK restaurants 
In a statement. Dir Taylor confirmed: 

"UJe are pleased to announce today that McDonalds in the UK 
mill soon have British beef back on the menu. 

Results of consumer opinion research conducted this month 
shorn that the overujhelming majority of consumers now wish us to 
sell British beef. In response to this, we are pleased to be able to 
sell British beef once again. 

McDonalds in the UK will continue to buy some beef from long 
established suppliers in other European countries. 

Our customers can be assured that we are doing so in the 
knowledge that the same strict quality and safety standards are 
met by all our beef suppliers, whether in the UK or other European 
countries. 

UJe will begin buying British beef immediately, with new supplies 
being introduced to our restaurants over the ne»t few weeks.” 

UJe assure you that we will continue to listen and respond to your 
concerns.. Rnd we’d like to take this opportunity to thank you for your 
valued support over the last few months. 




ioj 


Rndretu Taylor, managing Director of mcDonoWs Restaurants Ltd. 


For further information contact mcDonald’s UK Customer Services Department 0990 244 622. 
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Confusion 
and chaos 
among the 
colonels of 
Sierra 
Leone’s 
new junta 
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Michael Ashworth 

Freetown 

At the military headquarters of 
Johnny Paul Koromah’s military 
junta "in Sierra Leone, the dri- 
ving is bad. A commandeered 
UN Land-Rover kangaroos up 
the main drive while a new but 


battered Mercedes, full of sol- 
diers with rocket-propelled 
grenades and AK47s sticking out 
of the window, screeches around 
the corner. It narrowly misses a 
group of men before the driver 
loses control and ploughs into 
a concrete pillar which disinte- 
grates. The driver jumps out and 


kicks the car and the passengers 
jump out and kick the driver. 
The grounds of the base are like 
a human chicken-coop. Groups 
of soldiers and members of the 
Revolutionary United Front 
(RUF) militia wander around 
aimlessly. 

The army launched a coup 


Iasi month to overthrow the gov- 
ernment, and then joined up 
with the RUF, once its bitter en- 
emy. The result, so far, is not 
very tidy. 

Inside the building the chaos 
is just as ubiquitous as outside. 
At the entrance to the office of 
the Director of Defence Infor- 
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Soldiers of the 
Revolutionary United 

Front, port of the 

disorganised forces 
that linked up to run 
Sierra Leone after the 
army coup earlier this 
month, ride around 
Freetown in a pick-up 
truck. Phones at army 
headquarters do not 
work and the military’s 
greatest influence so 
far Is the constant 
reruns of kung fiu films 
on television 

Photograph: Enric Marti 


matron, a man with a machine- 
gun wearing a cowboy hat and 
a pair of sunglasses stands 
guard. Beneath the bandoleer 
of linked ammunition around 
his neck, the logo of his T-shirt 
reads: “Save the Planet". 

Inside the office Lieutenant 
Eklred Collins - the spokesman 
for the rebel movement, invit- 
ed by the army to join the new 
regime - is attempting to justify 
the recent coup. “We are a peo- 
ple’s government. We are a 
government for the people by 
the people. We have peace in 
Sierra Leone because J P Ko~ 
romah brought the RUF from 
the bush. It must have been di- 
vine intervention, what else 
could it have been?" 

Colonel Cessay, the Director 
of Defence Information who 
now shares his office with Lt 
Collins, leans back on his chair 
and stares at the ceiling. He will 
not say it out ioud but it is writ- 
ten all over his face: he thinks 
his RUF counterpart is an id- 
iot. The colonel politely excus- 
es himself saying he has to 
report to his superior, a major. 

The rank structure in the new 
People's Army is complicated. 
Colonels like Cessay have to an- 
swer to junior officers; and 
“Honourable" Sergeants (those 
on the Army Council) are high- 
er up the ladder than some of- 
ficers. Where the RUF 
commanders fit into the rank 
structure is anybody’s guess, giv- 
en that the vice-chairman of the 
Ruling Council and leader of 
the RUF fe'4'cbtporpl. 

* -Apart from- harassment on 
TEe“ s&eets^ the ffuny of chaos 
in the Mri^ksliasliitle impact 
on tie ootside. This is partly be- 
cause the country has all but 
ground to a halt; but mostly be- 
cause the phones in the barracks 
don’t wore. 

The inhabitants of Freetown 
have few illusions about their 
situation. “What doyou expect? 
When they looted my house 
they ran off with my computer 
thinking it was a television set, 
and these are the same people 
who are trying to run a coun- 
try." says Sule Hassan. a local 
businessman whose house 
and factory were ■ destroyed 
by looters. 

Despite intimidation, Free- 
town newspapers continue to at- 
tack the junta for incompetence 
and illegality. “The AFRC 
[Armed Forces Revolutionary 
Council] must resign, they have 
left our nation stranded inter- 
nationally and our people loot- 
ed and displaced," states the 
editorial of the Freetown news- 
paper, the Standard Times. The 
greatest influence the military 
has had so far is the constant re- 
runs of kung fu and Rambo films 
on Sierra Leonian television. 

Although there are no overt 


street demonstrations. Sierra 
Leonians are expressing their 
disgust for the present regime 
by staying away from work or 
fleeing the city. The secretary 
general of the Labour Congress, 
Gandeh Yfllah. continues to 
defy government demands for 
a return to work stating: “"We 
will only return to work when 
we have democratically elected 
government in Sierra Leone." 
For many, a return to work is 
impossible as businesses have 
dosed down and factories have 
been destroyed. 

The atmosphere in Freetown 
is subdued. Sierra Leonians 
want to see the back of the pre- 
sent regime, but they are fear- 
ful of the possibility of a 
Nigerian-led invasion by the 
Eoomog regional military force. 

“We don't want this regime 
but we don’t want the Nigeri- 
ans to intervene. They will 
cause damage and make the 
problem worse," says Samuel 
Friday, an economics student at 
Freetown Lhirversity. 

At present, Nigerian troops 
are camped out across the 
peninsula at the international 
airport at Lungi and their gun- 
ships straddle the harbour. 
They have so far failed to inspire 


£ * ■ ■--J 

* - 




i 




Koromah: Running a country 
that has ground to a halt 

the inhabitants of Freetown 
that they have the competence 
and discipline to mount a suc- 
cessful military operation. 

In their initial abortive at- 
tempt to oust the junta on 
2 June - one week after the 
coup - chaotic logistics and 
poor planning led to Nigerian 
artillery batteries shelling their 
own troops and the soldiers run- 
ning out of ammunition. Those 
who were not killed or captured 
beat a hasty retreat to their base 
at Lungi. 

Many Sierra Leonians are 
only too well aware of the Niger- 
ian reputation in Liberia, where 
the Ecomog peace-keeping 
force participated in the looting 
and destruction of Monrovia and 
earned the nickname “Every 
Car Or Moving Object Gone". 
The last thing the inhabitants of 
Freetown want is another excuse 
for a looting spree. 
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Labour faces a tough exam in economics 
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R epeat after me. Back to basics. The 
three Rs. Whole-class teaching. 
Put your calculators away, you at 
the back. After three years in rehearsal. 
David BlunkcU is now fluent in the lan- 
guage of educational traditionalism. 

And the Govern mem’s first two 
months have seen an impressive rhetor- 
ical display. Within days of winning the 
election, Mr Blunkctt had “named and 
shamed” 18 failing schools and sent in hit 
squads (quickly renamed “help squads” 
for the squeamish end of the market). He 
ordered junk food off school menus, 
announced a “blitz on truants”, ques- 
tioned whether under-eights should have 
calculators, and announced a crackdown 
on “trendy” teacher-training colleges. 

But what of the substance? Yesterday, 
the Government announced some of the 
details of its teacher-training reforms. For 
a fuller judgement of the transition from 
saying to doing, we must wait for next 
month’s White Paper on education stan- 
dards. Meanwhile, it is obvious that the 
most important factor in determining 
standards is the qua lift- of individual 
teachers, so the teacher-training reforms 
allow us to make an interim assessment. 

Since he became Secretary of Statu for 
Education and Employment (in other 
words. Nearly Everything That Tony 
Blair Thinks Is Really Important), Mr 
Blunkctt has acted quickly on the pledges 
in Labour’s manifesto. In come smaller 
classes; out go vouchers and the assisted 
places scheme. The priority for education 
is not just page 1. line ] of Mr Blair’s 
! “contract with the people”, it also rep- 


resents a substantial section of the man- 
ifesto, full of specific policies, contrary 
to the widespread perception that this 
was a bland and waffly document. But, 
as we have seen since the election. 
Labour's policies fall into two broad 
groups: exhortation and action. Of 
course, exhortation and rhetoric can he 
valuable, but action is better. This 
dichotomy is particularly marked in the 
field of teacher quality. 

It is not enough for Mr Blunkctt and 
Estelle Morris, his deceptively quiet-spo- 
ken junior minister, simply to urge teacher 
training colleges to return to traditional 
methods, or “tried and tested methods of 
teaching” as yesterday’s announcement 
put it. There arc specific and practical 
things which produce results, and it is not 
enough to repeat the mantra about the 
“spread of best practice". Best practice 
has to be codified and mechanisms pul in 
place to ensure that all schools do it. 

This is not a matter of one simple, over- 
arching teaching “method”. The best 
teachers use a mix of whole-class (or 
“whole-class interactive” in Labour’s jar- 
gon). group and individual (caching. All 
good leaching is “child-centred” in the 
sense that children have no chance of 
expressing their individuality if they are 
not literate and numerate. Yesterday, the 
Government moved sharply in the right 
direction, with a “vanguard” of 12 teacher 
training colleges adopting the new pro- 
gramme from this September, and the 
threat of withdrawal of funds hanging over 
colleges which do not like it. 

That is the supply side of the mccha- 



This does bring us to the question of 
public spending. Labour’s pledge is to 
“increase the share of national income 
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nism for improving what actually happens 
in classrooms, but the demand side mat- 
ters, too - not least because rewriting the 
curriculum for teacher training colleges 
will do nothing about existing" teachers, 
too many of whom are simply not up to 
scratch. Headteachers and deputy heads 
have to demand best practice from their 
staff. They should have more power to 
hire and (especially) to fire, and Mr Blun- 
kclt is doing something about that. 

But they also Deed to reward good 
teaching. The pay of heads and deputies 
should reflect performance, which is why 
the outcry over the idea of £70.000 
salaries for headteachers is misplaced. 
There should be more £7(1.000 heads, and 


more primary heads paid more where 
they arc good enough to merit the money. 
The whole system has to shift towards 
rewarding merit rather than length of ser- 
vice or “additional responsibilities” 

One of the most worrying news items 
this week was the sharp fall" in the num- 
ber of applications for teacher training. 
But given that there is no question of rais- 
ing significantly the pay of the teaching 
profession as a whole, the only way to 
attract enough good candidates is to per- 
suade them that high ability will be 
recognised by high pay. It is an uncom- 
fortable truth that pay differentials are 
probably too compressed, especially in 
primary schools. 


spent on education as we decrease it on 
the bills of economic and social failure”. 
Easier said than done. Given that edu- 
cation is an urgent priority now but that 
the benefits take a long time to come 
through, the logic of the Government’s 
stance points in the opposite direction, 
towards cash up front for payback later. 

We return - while acknowledging that 
it is too late to influence the content of 
next week's Budget - to our concern 
about Labour’s public spending priori- 
ties. The centrepiece of Gordon Brown’s 
big show on Wednesday will be his “wel- 
fare to work” plan, a commitment set in 
concrete two years ago and now looking 
as if it is holding up the wrong part of the 
edifice. We pointed out during the elec- 
tion campaign that there were already 
too few young people unemployed for 
more than six months to make sense of 
the pledge to take 250,000 of them off 
benefits and into work.' The Chancellor’s 
response has been to loosen the criteria, 
to include young people who have been 
out of work for shorter periods, making 
this one of the new Government’s eas- 
ier promises to keep. It would be much 
better to use the chance to transfer some 
of the money further down the food 
chain. For a government that is serious 
about causes, it makes more sense to 
spend the proceeds of the windfall tax on 
the next cohort of young people - those 
14- to 19-year-olds who are still at school 
or college who might benefit from 


improved vocational education. In terms 
of employability, the taxpayer gets a big- 
ger bang per buck spent on education 
and training in the 14-19 age group than 
on remedial schemes for 18-25s. 

The Government has made an impres- 
sive start on its education priorities. But 
the urgent need is for the many bright 
ideas for practical improvements to be 
pushed through by motivated leadership 
at all levels. Persuasion will not be 
enough; goads must be used. The targets 
for literacy and numeracy set for 2002 
are specific and demanding, but it is not 
an exaggeration to say that the Gov- 
ernment's credibility rests on their ful- 
filment. Time to do, as someone once 
said. 


It’s a genuine 
database, honest 


A s ever, a national database is the 
answer to the problem. Which prob- 
lem? This time, it is fakes. Trading stan- 
dards officers have fallen victim to the 
same impulse that has prompted the pur- 
chase of millions of PCs. If you put all 
your information into a computer, your 
life will magically become organised. So 
the next time you buy a £5 Rolex, ora £2 
Givenchy, you will know it is genuine. 
Meanwhile, let’s hope the dress (allegedly 
once worn by a princess) that went for 
£120.000 is the real thing, 


-LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Labour policy 
reform stifles 
grassroots 
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Sin Your report (“Defiant activists 
to fight Blair on reforms” 23 June) 
of widespread opposition to the 
conduct of the “Labour into 
Power" exercise is timely and - 
generally accurate. 

However, the document 
circulated in February was for 
discussion only. Detailed proposals 
.will not be published until the 
autumn, shortly before Annual 
Conference, and no one knows 
■ whattheywfllbe.TboserJikelytobe 
; most affected, constituencies and 
-''affiliated orgahisatSflfe'will have 
; virtually no oppOrtqaity to discuss 
)! or amend them before final 
decisions are made. More .time is 
vital if the process is to have 
credibility m the wider party. 

The process is not criticised 
primarily on the grounds that it 
“will take power from the 
grassroots”; Past debates on 
unilateralism showed that whatever 
Conference says, ultimately the 
party leadership decides policy. 

The anxiety is that if 
constituencies and affiliates are 
unable to submit resolutions, the 
grassroots will be unable to initiate 
debate or even to express an 
opinion. Far from “neutralising 
internal strife" this may exacerbate 
it by removing any forum for the 
orderly discussion of legitimate 
concerns. Further, it will make 
Labour the only major party whose 
Conference does not debate 
constituency party resolutions, 
making the Conservatives look 
democratic in comparison. 

SIMON McKEOWN 
ANN BLACK 
TOfPENDKY 
Steering Committee 
Labour Reform 
Birmingham 





Sin The Labour Party old left 
should be apologising for their 
mistakes of the past, not trying to 
repeat them. Kao Livingstone’s 
opposition to the Labour into 
Power conference document and 
coverage of Alan Simpson’s /terf 
-Pepper attack and Llew Smith’s 
opposition to devolution (reports, 

. June 25) are a real diversion from 
pressing on witii the modernisation 
of the party. 

The people of tills' country 
demonstrated last month that they 
- want a party committed to 

democracy, equality and enteiprise 
to takethem into the next century, 
not some 19th-centuiy socialist 
party. New Labour can become a 
real left-wing party of government 
. by breaking with its bureaucratic 
past (fike union bloc votes) and 
continue to include the voices of 
contemporaiy Britain. 

If thfcoUJJeft cannot adjust to the 
new reality, by all means let 

them live m the fantasies of Bed 
Pepper znA delate with Arthur 
ScargUL The rest of us want the 
Labour Party to get on with the real 
\. business of delivering jobs, 
r. rebufldmg education and health 
T and creating a democratic society. 

L JOHN STRAWSON 
; London N19 


Sir. Perish the thought that Donald 
Macintyre should ever be 
disciplined for being off message in 
The Independent. There wouldn’t 
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happens to be a member of 
Tribune’s editorial board? 

Alan Simpson is criticised for 
speaking out against the Party into 
PPwer proposals that would 
centralise decision-making in the 
Labour Party and turn the annual 
conference into a dreary version of 
the stage-managed event that 
passesfor the annual Conservative 
Party conference. 

If may have escaped Mr 
Macintynr’s attention that Party 
into Power is a consultative 
document, which has been debated 
at constituency Labour parties and 
trade unions up and down the 
country. Many take a similar view 

to Alan Simpson, as they are fully 

entitled to do. 

MARKSEDDON 
Editor 
Tribune 
London WC1 


Cook denies 
Hong Kong ‘snub’ 

Sir: Steve Crawshaw’ s report from 
Hong Kong (“Democrats’ leader 
left out in thecold”, 26 June) is a . 
lurid distortion of the truth. 

The Prime Minister and I each 
had long meetings with Martin Lee 
in London only three weeks ago. 

I have agreed that the only Hong 
Kong elected politicians invited to 

dinner on Britannia this Saturday 
Will be Martin Lee and two other 
prominent Hong Kong democrats. 
1 look forward to talking to him 


again then. 

To describe this as a snub is to 
stand normal usage on its head. 


-- - take such ah uncompromising view 

/CeT ^onSWl 
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Sin On 17 June, the Governor of 
Hong Kong, Chris Patten, 
remarked that Hong Kong would 
be the first example of a colony 
becoming less democratic after the 
end of colonial rule than before. 

I'm sure that there are several 


examples to prove him wrong but 
one tha 


lat springs to mind is the 
former Dutch possession of West 
New Guinea. 

In February 1961, the people 
elected a National Council which 
then voted to rename the territory 
West Papua. They also chose a flag 
and national anthem in the full 
hope that the Dutch would honour 
their pledge to allow the people the 
right to self-determination. 

A tittle over a year later that 
promise was broken and the 
territory and its people were 
banded over to the Indonesian 
dictatorship of Sukarno. 
Indonesia's first act was to round 


up a crowd of 10,000 Papuans to 
iPapua 


watch a bonfire of West rapuan 
flags and other items relating to 
their national identity, then the 
elected West New Guinea Council 
was disbanded and replaced by an 
Indonesian appointed regional 
assembly with none of the original 
council members included in it. 
Any other political activity such as 
rallies, meetings or the 
distribution ofpotitical material 
was banned. 

Thirty years later the West 

Papuans are still being denied their 
democratic rights. 

1 sincerely hope that Hong Kong 
fares better. 

JOHNSALTFORD 

Manchester 


Secrets of the 
Greenwich dome 


Sin Louis Heilman (Letters, 26 
June) has difficulty identifying the 
“symbolic significance” of 
Richard Rogers’ breathtaking 
Millennium Dome. 

The answer is that this project is 
the most dramatic - and 1 suspect 
also the biggest - manifestation of 
a range of exciting developments 
in materials technology and 
structural engineering, many of 
which have been pioneered m 
Britain. These developments - 
com billing hi -tech fabrics and 
tensioned constructional forms - 
make possible the creation of 
large, light, flexible structures that 
are dramatic in appearance; 
contain huge, uncluttered spaces; 
can be built relatively quickly, and 
may be altered if tastes or 


requirements change over time. 


ther notable examples include 
buildings by Michael Hopkins 
such as his wonderful Mound 
S tand at Lord’s cricket ground, 
the Schlumberger Research 
Laboratory near Cambridge, the 
new Inland Revenue building in 
Nottingham and the 
Glyndeboume Opera House. 

The dome of St Paul’s 
Cathedral and the Dome of 
Discovery at the Festival of 
Britain were both important 
innovations of their own time 
which exploited the techniques 
and materials then available to 
architects. The former look 35 
years to build: the latter, for the 
record, is said to have leaked. 


If Mr Heilman seeks a one- 
word answer to his rhetorical 
question it is “progress” - 
something of which any sensible 
nation would be proud. 

DAVID ROBERTSON 
Technology Response Lid 
West Malvern, 

Worcestershire 


Sir: I do not think 1 am alone in 
my amazement that the Cabinet 
has decided to support the 
Greenwich site as the focus of the 
British celebrations of the 
Millennium. I note with approval 
that the primary aim of Tony 
Blair's government is to ensure 
that the celebrations are enjoyed 
by the entire population of these 
islands. : 

Measures should be instituted 
to ensure that all inhabitants of 
Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland have equal access to the 
event. The measure which would 
most directly achieve this would 
be for the ticket to visit 
Greenwich to include in the 
standard purchase price the full 
transportation exists from the 
place of residence in the UK to 
the exhibition ate, be it by 
Underground, rail, bus, sea, air or 
a combination of these. 

Of course, this will require in 
affect a subsidy paid by those 
living close to the site to those 
living farther away, but, surely, 
such a uniform ticket price would 
be acceptable to people who are 
fortunate to live dose to 
Greenwich. 

Dr DAVID BAYNE 
Penarth, Vale of Glamorgan 
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Volumes of verse 
too slim today 


Sir Thank you for putting in a 
word or two for the pli gh t of ■ 
penurious poets (Letter from the 
Editor, 21 June). It's good that you 
praise the quality and readability 
of our work, comparing it 
favourably with that ofprose 


writers, even one so prestigious as 
Martin Amis. 

One reason, in my view, for the 
failure of contemporary poets to 
achieve huge sales is the craven 
attitude of publishers of poetry. 
Before the war. the poets were 
published in handsome octavo 
hard-cover editions at little less 
than Lhe price of a novel; thus they 
were in the public eye - today they 
are shovelled into minuscule 
paperback editions at around a 
fiver and not many people buy 
them. Yet the favourite poets, like 
Hardy, Housman and Betjeman, 
sell in thousands continually. 
There’s no aversion to poetry 
among the reading public. 

JOHN BATE 
Oxford 


Godless 


Sin The Independent’s example of 
Arabic script “from the Koran” is 
in danger of causing as much 
offence to M uslims as the Nike 
logo (“Nike to trash trainers that 
offended Islam”, 25 June), for the 
crucial words “but God” have been 
omitted. 

Your line of script in fact 
translates, albeh illogicaUy, “There 
is no God ... and Moh amm ed is the 
messenger of God”. 

JOHN CROOK 
Winchester 


GPs with talking 
difficulties 


Sir; We welcome the report from 
Mencap highlighting the failings in 



patients with learning < 

23 June). 

The King's Fund's work witii 
people with learning difficulties 
shows that many of them are not 
receiving the preventive health care 
from doctors that they deserve. 

This is not necessarily the doctors’ 
fault, since communicating with 
people who may not be able to 
speak is a complex skill. Additional 
problems of confidentiality arise 
when adults with learning 
difficulties need a carer or a parent 
to sit in on the consultation. 

At the King's Rind we suggest 
that medical training should 
include how to deal with this 
special group; that there should be 
a standard set of symbols for 
doctors to use in their practices and 
that preventive health care checks 
should be carried out as a matter of 
course for people with learning 
difficulties as they are for other 
distinct groups such as older 
people. 

There should also be support to 
all primary healthcare staff to work 
in partnership with people to 
improve the quality of their lives. 
BARBARA McINTOSH 
Project Manager 
Day Service Design 
King’s Fund 
London W1 


Sin Mr J N Johnson (Letters, 23 
June) comments on evidence that 
surgeons in training often perform 
complex procedures for the first 
time without supervision. He 
explains that if the consultant was 
in the same operating theatre as 
the trainee surgeon then waiting 
lists would soar and hospitals would 


iplied 

view that in order to prevent the 
hospital from getting into debt 
some surgeons wfil not necessarily 
practise best practice in relation to 
some patients who happen to be 
under a trainee surgeon's knife. 
This is a remarkable view coming 
from a senior figure in the British 
Medical Association. It negates the 
fundamental basis of the 
professional responsibility of the 
consultant to the patient - for he or 
she is still the consultant’s patient 
even though it is the trainee 
geon who is operating, 
it may be that the pressures and 
distortions of the internal market 
have driven some doctors to 
behave as though they are 
accountants. 

If a surgeon believes that he 
should be in the same operating 
theatre as the trainee who is 
carrying out a complex procedure 
for tiie first time - then n is 
absolutely dear where that surgeon 
should be. In— * 
not wi distant 
Dr GERALD deLACEY 
Consultant Radiologist 
Northwick Park and 
St Mary’s NHS Trust 
Harrow. Middlesex 


Young masters 

Sin The current phenomenon of 
youthful political leadership might 
more accurately be labelled 
“neontocracy" rather than 
engineer a dubious linguistic 
hybrid “juventocracy” (Letters, 21 
June). Or better stiU, in deference 
to William Pitt jnr and other 
youthful precursors, “neo- 
neontoerjuy". 

STAN UNDERWOOD 
Cariton-ie-Mooriand, Lincoln 
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Blair sets 

Ulster its 
biggest test 

The Government’s initiative on decommissioning 
arms challenges Sinn Fein to decide where it 
stands, says David McKittrick. For Unionists, 
too, the next few months will prove crucial 


A t this moment 
hope and dread 
co-exist in North- 
ern Ireland. Tony 
Blair's energy and 
attack this week instilled unfa- 
miliar urgency into the search 
for progress as he set timetables 
for both the paramilitaries and 
the politicians. 

But at the same time the 
dreary steeple of Drumcree 
parish church casts a long and 
ominous shadow over not just 
politics but over ail of life In 
Northern Ireland, for fears are 
high that another confrontation 
is on the cards when the 
Orange brethren gather there 
on Sunday week. 

The large numbers of sashes 
and other paraphernalia sold to 
new Orange members shows 
that many among the Protes- 
tant grass-roots are gearing up 
for yet another determined 
assertion of what they see as 
their heritage. Since last year’s 
clashes the Orange ranks have 
been swelled by hundreds of 
recruits, many of whom have 
what might be described as a 
militant tendency. 

While many Orange grey- 
beards would prefer to avoid 
confrontation, power in the 
marching season passes Grom 
the stately Grand Orange 
Lodge of Ireland to the men 
and youths on the streets. As 
one senior Orangeman said 
this week; “There’s an air of 
excitement among the younger 


ones in the [Orange] institution. 
The overriding thing is that at 
this time of the year they’re eas- 
ily worked up. 

" “Large numbers of them are 
unemployed - the economy 
doesn't make any difference to 
them. A lot of them doa’t start 
out to wreck the town but they 
come out and somebody says 
‘Right, boys’ and they get going 
and then there's no stopping 
them.” 

Many non-members of the 
order, Protestants and 
Catholics alike, are voting with 
their feet in a rather different 
way, by simply getting out 
before 6 July. Travel agents 
report a huge increase in the 
numbers heading for Britain, 
the Irish Republic and further 
afield to escape Drumcree, var- 
iously describing the exodus as 
overwhelming, amazing and 
astounding. 

In other words Northern Ire- 
land has just invented refugee 
tourism. It is another example 
of how the reality of things here 
can be so different from 
appearances; those people in 
the airport departure lounge 
are going to look like holiday- 
makers but actually they will be 
evacuees. 

It is obvious that these are far 
from ideal conditions for the 
launching of the type of politi- 
cal initiative which Mr Blair' 
unveiled this week. A bad 
Drumcree would be a major 
setback for it and so too would 


be more IRA violence, but the 
Blair message was that he 
would be deflected by neither. 

Either side, or both, may 
well flex their muscles and in 
their different ways cause trou- 
ble, but if they do there will be 
a political price to pay. The 
Blair approach means taking 
risks, but it has also captured 
the moral high ground in away . 
which John Major never quite 
managed to do. 

The Government has laid 
down that political talks will 
start in earnest in mid-Sep- 
tember. Sinn Fein will be 
allowed entry six weeks after an 
IRA ceasefire, with no require- 
ment that republicans should 
pay an admission fee of hand- 
ing in guns up front. For David 
Himble and the Ulster Union- 
ists the bad news was that the 
previous government’s decom- 
missioning demand has been 
dropped. 

The period between now and 
mid-September may well pro- 
vide a real test of the Govern- 
ment's nerve. It will certainly 
test, and may provide a final 
answer to. crucial questions 
over the sincerity of those Sinn 
Fein leaders who say they want, 
and can deliver, peace and 
negotiations in place of war. 

On one reading these new 
arrangements can be portrayed 
as a victory for the republicans 
who, ever since the ceasefire of 
August 1994, have been 
demanding entry to talks 
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without the decommissioning 
of IRA weaponry. Even after 
the ceasefire broke down in 
February of last year the cen- 
tral republican proposition has 
been that of a new ceasefire in 
exchange for real talks. 

In the meantime republicans 
have prospered electorally, 
scooping almost 17 per cent of 
the vote as • nationalists 
endorsed their basic argument 
that the absence of peace was 
due primarily to London’s 
refusal to allow the party into 
talks. Opinion polls confirmed 
that much of nationalist Ireland 
accepted that Sum Fein really 
wanted negotiations but that 
John Major did not. 

Mr Blair's approach has 
been to examine the stated 
republican requirements for 
t alks and in effect to agree to 
each one of them. They wanted 
guaranteed entry, a brisk 
timetable and the removal of 
the decommissioning proviso: 
they got them. Some fine-tun- 
ing of detail may be necessajy, 
but in its essentials the full 
republican shopping-list has 
been granted. 

Yet the initial republican 
response has been one not of 
jubilation but of uncertainty. 
Sinn Fein may in fact be expe- 
riencing a sense of loss as its 
familiar and long-successful 


arguments have been removed 
by Mr Blair with almost surgi- 
cal precision. 

His operation was described 
by one observer yesterday as 
something of a controlled 
experiment. As be tests 
whether the republicans are 
serious about peace he does so 
in a transparent manner. 


establishing a reputation for 
proceeding in good faith. 

This is doing the republicans 
no good at afl, since they are 
much more at home with a 
confrontational, hectoring 
prime minister than with a rea- 
sonable and obliging one. The 
republican publicity and 
propaganda machine may 


^Travel agents report a huge increase 
in the numbers heading away to 
escape Drumcree, calling the exodus 
amazing and overwhelming? 


eschewing secret meetings with 
them in favour of openly- 
announced contacts, and pub- 
lishing his correspondence to 
them. 

The methodology is almost 
as important as the substance, 
for with his open manner Mr 
Blair has generated new funds 
of trust with important ele- 
ments such as the Irish gov- 
ernment, John Hume of the 
Social Democratic and Labour 
Party and the Clinton adminis- 
tration. Where John Major was 
always dogged by the charge 
that he was in hock io Union-, 
isl Mft, Tony Blair is already 


now need re-programming. 

The real test for republicans 
may come in the second half of 
next month, assuming that 
Drumcree passes without 
developing into a catastrophe. 
Although Mr Blair refrained 
from spelling out a deadline in 
a challenging fashion, entry 
into talks in mid-September 
requires a ceasefire bv the end 
of July. 

The IRA and Sinn Fein 
could opt to play it long but 
there is no evident advantage in 
delaying a ceasefire until, say, 
next year rather than calling 
one next month. It is unlikely 


that the terms of entry would be 
any more favourable then. 

The real tesi for Unionism 
will come possibly at Drumcree 
but certainly by mid-Septem- 
ber. when it should start to 
become obvious whether David 
Trimble, Ulster Unionist 
leader, is to shape up as an 
unyielding tribal warrior or a 
leader capable of working out 
an historic accommodation 
with Irish nationalists. 

If there is no IRA ceasefire 
the talks will begin without 
Sinn Fein, with Mr Trimble 
and Mr Hume under pressure 
to do real business together. 
That will be difficult enough, 
but talks with Sinn Fein present 
will represent a huge challenge 
to Unionism. 

. Ian Paisley, his party and his 
allies will immediately exit, 
leaving Mr Trimble to decide 
whether to stay on as the repub- 
licans walk in or to join the Pais- 
leyiie exodus. Remaining would 
represent a huge step for a 
party which has traditionally 
regarded Sinn Fein as 
irreformable cheerleaders for 
IRA violence; but going means 
consigning the Protestant 
community to the wilderness 
with potentially dangerous con- 
sequences. The decision would 
truly be a defining moment 

TTius the coming months may 


substantiate or demolish some 
of the most fundamental 
aspects of the Northern Ireland 
question, including whether 
republicans are capable of deliv- 
ering peace and whether 
Unionists can reach accommo- 
dation with nationalists. 

But next May has now been 
set as a deadline for political 
progress, most observers, and 
participants, will be amazed if 
any deal has been hammered 
out by then, whether or not 
Sinn Fein is part of the negoti- 
ations. 

In the meantime most atten- 
tion will focus on whether the 
IRA will agree a ceasefire 
again. Most immediate!)' the 
republicans will want cast-iron 
guarantees that the decommis- 
sioning card cannot be pulled 
from the pack by Unionists 
during negotiations in a way 
which could see Sinn Fein 
ejected from the talks. If that 
assurance is given then the last 
of Sinn Fein’s technicalities will 
have disappeared. 

What will remain, however, 
is the miasma of mistrusi which 
has for so long enveloped pol- 
itics, the peace process and 
indeed everyday life in North- 
ern Ireland. This comes not just 
from the dread of Drumcree 
but also from the IRA's mistrust 
of all things and all politicians 
British, and from the poisonous 
state of community relations. 

Two huge forces are at work 
here, pulling in opposite direc- 
tions, both stemming mainly 
from the troubles. One is the 
desire for peace, based in large 
part on the shared experience 
of a quaner-century of conflict 
with the lesson, learnt the hard 
way, that there will be no 
absolute victory for any side. 

But another is that quarter- 
century’s baleful legacy of mis- 
trust and ill-will, which has left 
the two communities poles 
apart. The next few months wifi 
help answer the nagging ques- 
tion of which of these forces will 
prevail, and whether the people 
of Northern Ireland can ever 
learn to live together, if not in 
harmony then at least in peace 


T he origin Of names 
has always been a 
fascinating subject of 
inquiry and speculation, so 
yet again I am proud to 
secure the services of that 
great expert. Dr Vernon 

Monicker, who has agreed 
to answer your queries on 
the origins and meaning of 
your name, or anyone 
else's name, come to that. 

Is William Hague the first 
leader of the Tory Party to be 
named after somewhere 
foreign? .And does his name 
in fact come from The 
Hague, the Dutch City? 

Dr Vernon Monicker 
writes: No, there have 
been leaders of the Tory 
Party before now who were 
named after other places. 

Could you tell me who 
they were, please? 

Dr Vernon Monicker 
writes: Well, there was 
Anthony Eden. I think we 
can all agree that Eden is a 
foreign place, if also 
mythical. And of course 
Benjamin Disraeli had a 
name which really meant 
“from Israel” - indeed. 1 
think his father, Isaac used 
to spell the name D'Israeli. 
with an apostrophe, which 
made the origin even clearer. 


K*s, but surety in Disraeli s 
day there was no such place 
as Israel, so how could he be 
named after it? 

Dr Vernon Monicker 
writes: The name of Israel 
was well known to people 
from the Bible. The same is 
true of Eden. There was no 
such place as Eden in 
Anthony Eden's lifetime, 
but the name was familiar 
from the Bible. Eden, of 
course, took the side of 
Israel in the Suez Crisis of 
1956. 

Is that meant to be 
significant? 

Dr Vernon Monicker 
writes: No. I just thought of 

it. 

>ou haven V told t is vet 
whether Wiliam Hague's 
name is derived from the 
Dutch city of The Hague. 

Dr Vernon Monicker 
writes: No. Tt is another 
spelling of Haig. 

WJutt does that come 
from? 

Dr Vernon Monicker 
writes: Haig is another 
spelling of Haag. 

And what docs Haag come 
from? 

Dr Vernon Monicker 
writes: The Dutch town 
called ihe Hague. 



Miles 

Kington 

Ah! So Wiliam Hague is 
Dutch after all. 

Dr Vernon Monicker 
writes: Certainly not. A 
geographical surname was 
acquired when a man 
moved away from a place, 
not when he lived there. If 
a man is called William 
Rent, it is a sure sign that 
his ancestor moved awav 
from Kent and then became 
know,, as Kent, or the man 
from Kent. If he stayed in 
Kent, he wouldn’t he called 
ihe man from Kent. 
Statistically, you arc likely 
find fewer people called 
K.ent in the county of Kent 


than elsewhere. 

Of course, other places do 
have leaders named after 
places. President Abraham 
Lincoln was named after a 
town in England. 

Dr Vernon Monicker 
writes: So what? 

Well I just wondered if 
Abraham Lincoln were alive 
today, what his nickname 
would be ? 

Dr Vernon Monicker 
writes: “Lucky” Lincoln, I 
should think. Or “Old 
Man Lincoln, perhaps. 

No, / really meant - what 
would the abbreviation of 
Abraham be ? Because 

^though in the old days he 

was called simply “Abe’' 
Lincoln, / am not sure that it 
would be so simple todav. 

Dr Vernon Monicker 
writes: Explain yourself. 

Well abbreviations seem 
to be changing A lot of girls 
call themselves Ahi these 
days as an abbreviation for 
Abigail, even though the 
shortened form looks vaguely 
ridiculous spelt : Abr . A lot ' 
•V people called Alistair are 

as •Ah -', which also 
ndiculous , partly 
because it looks exactly ih 

™me as the Arab name 

Ah . partly because a 



names 

girls called Alison are also 
known as “AW'. We never did 
this in the old days. Alastair * 
Cooke was never known as 
Ali Cooke. He might have 
been called AL Cooke, at a 

pinch, but of course he 

wasn't. Again... 

Dr Vernon Monicker 
writes: Nobody was called 

AI in those days. It 
reminded people too much 
of Al Capone. Gangsters’ 
nicknames never catch on 

Can you think of anyone ' 

else called Pretty Boy. or 

D fi. W 7*“ I \P ance Kid? 

Hrnm. Thmkmg of Al 
what was Al short 

Dr Vernon Monicker 
writes: I should think he 

was short for very fir,," 

^s Monidier 

Alan? ALAN?? Alan 

Rohr** Youne joking! 
Ba ^rievergei called 

Dr Vernon Monicker 

wntes.What afa out C ^ 

Perhaps we au* continue 

hkdutcusslon some other 

/ 
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the commentators 


Brown plans a 
budget worthy 
of his hero 


D avid Lloyd George is a 
politician who has had 
more mixed reviews from 
historians than almost any of this 
century, is back in fashion. Ken- 
neth Clarke put a cartoon of him 
on his Christinas cards last year. 

And Gordon Brown, word has 
seeped out, regards Chancellor 
Lloyd George as something of a 
role model. 

That is not ah that surprising, 
given first that he was a fellow 
Celt, and secondly that there is 
a distinct shortage of alternatives 
in Labour's own pantheon. 

Philip Snowden, class irailor/wr 
excellence does not do. Stafford 
Cripps, is, well, too austere. 

Hugh Gaitskell might be a good 
if unexciting candidate but the 
name still has a slightly divisive 
ling about it. Jim Callaghan had 
the disaster of devaluation and 
Denis Healey, however kindly 
history may judge him. is still 
widely perceived as having some 
of the blood of Labour's 1979 
defeat on his hands. 

But there are positive, as well 
as negative, reasons for favour- 
ing the Welsh wizard. The radi- 
cal 1909 budget defined the pur- 
pose of the Asquith government 
by having a long reach and lay- 
ing the basis of the modem 
national insurance system. Next 
week's budget, the first Labour 
one for 18 years, will surely be 
designed to have at least some of 
that defining role: it is easy, 
because we have known about it 
for so long, to be bored with the 
idea of a windfall tax to fund 
work for the unemployed. Easy, 
but a mistake. The levy on the 
privatised utilities may be a gam- 
ble, though not so much in the raising as in the 
spending. As a one-off the Government can- 
not afford to make mistakes about how it is 
used. But it is a bold step, not tried in any other 
country and earmarked for a dear social pur- 
pose. All the bolder since there are increasing 
signs that it will yield significantly more than 
the pledged £3bn. quite possibly significantly 
more than £5bn. And if it does, then it could 
well generate welfare-to-work programmes 
beyond those already publicly identified. Help- 
ing to get single mothers bads to work perhaps? 
The one certainty is that the tax on utilities is 
popular. The focus groups which Labour is 
using in power as It did in opposition would 
accept a very high figure indeed. 

So the Budget would be a big deal even if 
that were all it was doing. But it will not be. 
As with the 1909 budget, the beginnings of wel- 
fare reform will be at the heart of it. But It will 
also have three other big themes: long-term 
stability, long-term investment, and fairness. 

Stability is a matter of fiscal as well as mon- 
etary policy. Spending ministers like Frank 
Dobson at Health, already hoping for a lion's 
share of the £?..5bn contingency reserve, do not 
need to be told bow serious Brown is about the 
spending pan of the equation. Indeed given the 
optimism about Britain's fast-shrinking deficit 
some may wonder why they are being asked 
to wear a hair shin at all. But Brown has always 
believed that the fetal tendency of past Labour 
governments has been lo spend first, hurt later. 
The manifesto was adamant about banishing 
Labour's tax and spend past - a historic shift 
of which Brown, as much as Blair, was the 
architect in apposition. Indeed Brown badly 
wants to cut the lowest rate of tax to lOp, an 
aspiration which he will certainly reaffirm on 
Wednesday, though enactment could wait 
until the task force under Martin Thylor of Bar- 
clays Bank has completed its study of Lhe tax 
ana benefit systems. And the party’s leader- 
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ship, from the Prime Minister 
down, has been almost as con- 
sistent in attacking the borrow- 
ing levels generated by the pre- 
vious government as it has been 
in ruling out increases in income 
Lax. 

Which means that Brown 
will raise revenue, probably 
quite a lot of it. Some calcula- 
tions are that the net increases 
could be £4bn-£5bn excluding 
(hose from the windfall tax. 
Most, if not all of those taxes, 
will serve purposes implicit in 
lhe Budget's other themes. 
Green taxes like raising the 
price of petrol, and even extra 
duties on tobacco and drink 
hove to be carefully imposed to 
be fair: they affect the poor 
most. If they did not Brown 
would not be pledged to reduc- 
ing VAT on fuel to 
5 per cent. But if, as seems a 
near certainty. Brown cuts div- 
idend tax credits, yielding a 
probable £3bn, he will be able 
Lo argue that that is a measure, 
at least in the long term, for 
investment. Dire predictions 
of a stock market collapse after 
the proposal was floated have 
not been realised. And com- 
panies releasing less cash in 
dividends should have more to 
plough back into the business. 

That docs hot mean that the 
Government has not faced a 
serious dilemma. On the one 
hand the Treasury case for 
increasing personal taxes would 
normally be strong. With more 
ihan £25bn of building society 
windfall cash flushing through 
. the economy, because of an 
unusual one-off restructuring of 
the lending industry, you could argue this is a 
highly appropriate time for raising personal tax- 
ation, whether on incomes, or through higher 
VAT, on consumption. Consumer booms mean 
inflation, because increased demand increases 
prices. And inflationary pressures which arc not 
checked with tax increases have to be checked 
with higher interest rates. 

On the other, Tony Blair's jealous guardian- 
ship of the manifesto has meant that anything 
which breaks the cast-iron pledges not to 
increase income tax, or to extend the VAT 
base, is taboo. Never mind that Treasury offi- 
cials, or the CB1, may be clamouring for 
across-the-board increases, including ones 
on personal tax. Just imagine William Hague 
standing up next Wednesday and being able 
to say, “We told you so. You’ve done just whaL 
we said you would do. You lied in the mani- 
festo.” Brown does not want, will not allow, 
Lhat speech to be made - or at least to be made 
with any credibility. 

Nevertheless, he is determined to be pru- 
dent. And the manifesto, as he himself 
pointed out in well reported speeches before 
the general election, leaves the Government 
quite a lot of room. What is more, as Brown 
certainly knows, one of the previous gov- 
ernment’s most signal failures, perhaps what 
got it into most trouble in the late 1980s, was 
the failure to deal with the impact of City 
deregulation and the credit boom in 1986-7. 
The huge windfall from the building societies 
could pose some similar dangers. Those who 
say confidently they know just what further 
changes - like scrapping mortgage interest 
tax relief or reducing some allowances - will 
be made should be treated with serious cau- 
tion. And there will be no tax increase that 
cannot be explained in terms of the Gov- 
ernment’s main purpose. But this is a Chan- 
cellor for the long term - a radical who wants 
to be responsible. 


Whose death is 
it anyway? 


S ome people leave 
their hearts in San 
Francisco. Unfortu- 
nately 1 just did my 
back in, with the 
result that by the time I got off 
the plane at Heathrow I had to 
be taken to hospital in an 
ambulance. Once inside the 
ambulance I immediately felt 
better, confident in the knowl- 
edge, because 1 watch ER, that 
by the time I got to casualty, IS 
sex gods would jump up and 
down on me, forming deeply 
meaningful relationships with 
me and each other in the 
process. Mostly I thought that 
they would make the pain stop. 

What actually happened of 
course was that I was left on a 
trolley in a corridor for three 
hours - “no porters today, love” 
- and treated as a wimp because 
the injection they eventually 
gave me did nothing to stop it 
hurting. I don't want to over- 
dramatise the situation. I know 
I was not going to die of bock 
pain. 1 know that they probably 
had for more serious cases lo 
deal with, yet it wasn't until I 
went into shock, parity because 
I couldn't move and partly 
because I realised I was not in 
an episode of ER, that anyone 
(fid anything. Even then, the 
doctors' attitude was that I had 
already had enough pain relief 
and that I must put up with it. 
This puritanical attitude to pain 
relief will not be news to anyone 
who has bad lo watch someone 
die in an NHS hospital. Indi- 
vidual doctors and nurses may 
be fantastic but many people are 
left to suffer when they don’t 
need to, because of a fear of 
using narcotics. 

This issue has been drama- 
tised by Brooksiile, in which we 
see Mick and Elaine Johnson 
smother her mother, Gladys 
Chariton, with a pillow. Gladys 
has had terminal cancer for 
months and begs to be put out 
of her misery. Her GP has told 
her that he can only prescribe 
“so much morphine". Why? 
So for the issue that this drama 
has been said lo raise is the one 
of euthanasia. The other spu- 
rious issue preoccupying the 
press as always is the “Do 
soaps go too for in their efforts 
to bust taboos and up the rat- 
ings?” issue. The real issue 
here though, I think, is the one 
of pain relief. 

Unfortunately in Teal life, as 
Llora Finlay, professor of pal- 
liative medicine at the Univer- 
sity of Whies, pointed out last 
week, the reluctance of many 
doctors to use morphine means 
that up to 30,000 cancer 
patients a year will die in 
unnecessary distress. There is 
a fear of addiction, as well as of 
hastening the patient's death. 
“You don’t kill patients by 
relieving their pain. Morphine 
is a very safe drug for pain con- 
trol,” Finlay said, adding that 
effective pain control may 
extend life. 

In Virginia, some doctors 
have been prevented from 
practising because they are 
thought to have over-pre- 


by Suzanne Moore 



A bedside vigil for Elaine's terminal ly-fll mother in Channel 4's ‘ Brooks de' 


To refuse drugs to those in chronic pain for fear 
that they may get hooked or, God forbid, 
actually like them, is a terrible scandal 


scribed narcotics to their 
patients. Two patients in 
chronic pain after car crashes 
have committed suicide as a 
result, yeL the fear expressed is 
that these patients are some- 
how getting high or getting a 
rush off the drugs they need to 
maintain a tolerable life. 

Certainly when my mother 
was dying of cancer I found this 
attitude intolerable. One had 
literalty to beg doctors to up the 
dose of diamorphine in her 
syringe-driver (a kind of intra- 
venous pump that means 
patients can administer their 
own dose of the drug). Once she 
was taken to a hospice we all felt 
a tremendous relief because 
the pretence of her getting bet- 
ter was finally gone, and pain 
relief was no longer such a 
problem. Even there, however, 
a kind of code was in practice 
whereby once she had slipped 
into unconsciousness we had to 
suggest to the doctors lhat she 
was still in pain, in order for 
them to increase the dosage of 


drugs lhat may in the end have 
helped her on her way. It is a 
dichd, T know, to say that we do 
not deal with death very well, 
but we don’t. The training of 
medical staff often means that 
life-preserving measures have to 
be seen to be taken even with 
patients who are terminally ill. 
Thus smoking and drinking is 
frowned upon even if you have 
only gpt two weeks left in which 
to do it. In contrast, in the hos- 
pice my mum was in, a drinks 
trolley’ came round with the 
drugs trolley and we all needed 
a drink tty then. 

■Hie sight of Dennis Potter 
swigging morphine from his 
hip flask ana talking of the 
pleasures of smoking, in the 
last interview he gave, burst out 
of our television screens 
because it was in so many ways 
life-enhancing. The prevailing 
Puritanism that says life must 
be extended at accosts is pre- 
cisely what brings about the 
debate on euthanasia. Most 
people who feel strongly about 


euthanasia, and I count myself 
among them, feel so as a result 
of watching someone close to 
them die in agony. This posi- 
tion is reached through prag- 
matism rather than philosoph- 
ical debates about rights and 
the meaning of life. 

If giving birth and dying are 
among the most painful expe- 
riences we go through, perhaps 
we could learn a lot from the 
experiences of women in child- 
birth. Different ideologies and 
approaches in this area have 
meant that some women feel 
that because pain is in some 
way “natural” they must 
endure it- no matter what. 


though, as is often pointed out. 
not many of us believe in “nat- 
ural dentistry” anymore. Nor 
do we think that general anaes- 
thesia for major surgery is 
somehow playing at being God. 

At one ante-natal class I 
attended I was struck by a 
woman in a knit -your -own 
muesli jumper and earth shoes. 
“I bet she wants a natural child- 
birth." 1 thought When the 
time came to ask the midwife 
questions, she said: “I've bad a 
natural childbirth. This time 1 
want the drugs in the lift before 
1 even get on to the ward.” 

What matters, of course, is 
choice. Just as women should 
not be made to feel inade- 
quate if they want pain relief m 
labour, then neither should 
anyone who is in chronic pain. 

- The natural childbirth move- 
ment came about as a result of 
the over-medicalisation of 
childbirth, the handing over of 
midwifery s kills to doctors, who 
often had less knowledge in this 
field. It was a way of wresting 
back control. Yet refusing epi- 
siotomies or caesareans or 
inductions because they suit the 
needs of some of the medical 
establishment should not be 
the same as refusing all medical 
advances in this area. 

No one should be made to 
feel that they have failed at 
childbirth or thai they are foil- 
ing at dying because they can- 
not endure the level of suffer- 
ing. We have still not 
discovered anything that is 
more effective at relieving pain 
than morphine, yet because of 
the associations with addiction 
we are still frightened of iL My 
mother controlled her own 
morphine intake because she 
did not want to lapse into 
unconsciousness, even though 
she was in pain. Many patients 
do this. She was also brought 
up to believe that she must 
endure a certain amount of suf- 
fering and not make a fuss. In 
the end her loved ones had to 
make a fuss for her. 

In Brookside . Glactys Charl- 
ton’s relatives suffocate her 
because they see no other way 
out. We cannot stop the pain of 
death, we cannot stop the pain 
of loss, but not to relieve the 
suffering of the dying is a gross 
inhumanity. Most of us would 
not let our pets suffer in this 
way. lb refuse drugs to those 
who need them for fear that 
they may get hooked, or, God 
forbid, actually like them, is a 
terrible scandal but one that 
does on silently and behind 
closed doors every day of our 
lives. It is surety up to the lrv- 
ixxg to eoctend the life-choices of 
everyone, even those at the 
veiy end of their lives. 


Britain’s Hong Kong hypocrisy 


J ust two years ago, Martin 
Lee Chu-ming, leader of 
Hong Kong's most popu- 
lar political party, the Democ- 
rats, put down his chop-sticks 
arid said, in his usual quiet but 
intense lone: “Mr Fenby, you 
arc an Englishman , so can you 
tell me how that man can sleep 
at night?” 

Not knowing which man he 
had in' mind, I raised my eye- 
brows as we lunched together 
in the Hong Kong Club. 

“The Governor,” Mr Lee 
explained. “He has betrayed 
me. How can he sleep at night?” 

Mr Lee was raiit-mg about a 
compromise deal between 
Britain and' China over the 
composition, .of the bench of 
judges on the Court of Final 
Appeal, which will replace the 
Pnvy Council as the top court 
here when Hong Kong 
becomes a special administra- 
tive region of China neat week. 
He said that Chris Patten had 
taken him aside after a meet- 
ing and promised to fight to the 
last for the formula originally 
backed tty Britain. 

,r You ain’t seen nothing yet,” 
Mr Lee quota! the Governor 
as having assured him. But, for 
all the Ronald Reagan words, 
a compromise was reached 
between London and Poking, 
and Mr Lee was left pondering 
the perfidy of the British. 

I don't knowhow weD Chris 
Patten slept the night before 
last. Perhaps an occasional 
pang of something close to 
anger interrupted one of his last 


slumbers in the quiet of his 
mansion. If there is one theme 
which the last governor has 
drummed away at for months it 
is the complete unacceptability 
of the provisional legislature 
which will be installed in the 
early hours of Tuesday. 

This body will replace the 
legislature elected in 1995, 
□nder the democracy reforms 
introduced by Mr Patten to 
which China took such grave 
exception. China insists that the 
provisional body is essential 
because the soon-do- die legis- 
lature contravenes the agree- 
ments it reached with Britain 
over the return of Hong Kong. 
And, since Hong Kong will 
become part of China at mid- 
night on Monday, China’s deci- 
sion is the one that counts, at 
least until a new, partly elected 
legislature comes into being 
next summer. 

Mr Patten thunders against 
the provisional body with the 
kind of barbs that would go 
down a treat in the Commons, 
but sometimes sound strangely 
out of tune in the rather dif- 
ferent air here. Tony Blair 

announces that he will attend 

the handover ceremony at mid- 
night, but boycott the swearing- 
in of the provisional body a 
couple of hours later. Romj 
C ook appeals to European 
Union governments to join the 
British boycott. Madeleine 
Albright says that the United 
States will walk out in a high- 
profile demonstration of the 
Bill-and-Tony show in action 


in defence of democracy. 

And then, on Wednesday 
morning, as the sound of the 
British military band rehearsing 
the Last Post for its final per- 
formance here wafted across 
town, we began to bear another 
change of tune. It came first 
from the Ameri- 
cans. Yes. Mrs 
Albright would 
keep up her boy- 
cott, but the US 
would be repre- 
sented at the 
swearing-in by its 
Consul-General. 

Where, we 
wondered in Lhe 
newsroom, did 
that leave the 
transatlantic 
entente? Had 
Bill done Tony 
down? But wait. 

Something even 
more amazing _ 
was happening. First a British 
spokesman here said London 
was considering its position. 
Then, as evening fell, so did the 
news: Britain would be repre- 
sented at the swearing-in by not 
one, but two Officials - the 
head of its delegation to the 
Joint Liaison Group with China 
and the current senior trade 
commissioner who will become 
Consul-General. 

The decision to be repre- 
sented by three at the swearing- 
in maybe sensible and rational. 
It may even be, to use a word 
which Mr Patten’s aides have 
flung at me with contempt in the 



Jonathan 

Fenby 


past, be pragmatic. .The future 
Chief Executive of Hong Kong, 
Tung Chee-hwa, and others 
against whom Britain bears no 
public grudge will be sworn in at 
the same time, lb have been 
completely absent would have 
been a dur on them, and hardly 
the best way of 
kicking off a new 
relationship with 
the former colony. 

But all this had 
been known when 
Mr Blair, Mr 
Cook and Mr Pat- 
ten were going on 
about the solemn 
nature of their 
boycott When I 
saw him in Peking 
a couple of weeks 
ago, China's For- 
eign Minister 
said, in the most 
relaxed of voices, 
that it was up to 
the guests at the handover to 
decide which ceremonies they 
wanted to attend. The ball was 
in Mr Blair's court He shaped 
up to drive it fearlessly to the 
baseline of democracy, 
despatching his Foreign Secre- 
tary to the net to smash Britain's 
European partners into agree- 
ment. And then, as racket 
approached ball, he faltered, 
and went for a dolly shot that 
bounced inconclusively into the 
tramlines of hypocrisy. 

H was an all too symbolic 
final half-gesture. British policy 
towards Hong Kong in the last 
year of colonialism has been 


fumbling and deeply uncon- 
vincing. Whatever the debate 
about his reforms, Mr Patten 
has remained true to his 
colours. His masters back home 
in London have shilly-shallied 
between bathos and dither. 

Last year. John Major 
promised us, Kop-style, that 
Hong Kong would never walk 
alone. Malcolm Rifitind girded 
his loins and went into battle 
with the Chinese, got nowhere 
at all, cut short his visit to vote 
to save Douglas Hogg’s skin in 
a Mad Cow debate, and man- 
aged to antagonise just about 
everybody: only eight of the 60 
members of the Legislative 
Council turned out to meet 
him at Government House. 

Westminster and Govern- 
ment House spoke of a great 
initiative that was being 
cranked up by the finest minds 
at Her Majesty’s disposal to 
shake Peking in its boots: ali 
that emerged was the laughable 
wheeze of inviting Peking to go 
to the international court to test 
the legality of the provisional 
legislature. Since China says it 
is Britain which broke the rules, 
the chances of it agreeing are 
about as great as those of 
William Hague standing aside 
to make way for Chris Fallen to 
lead the Tories. 

Now we have the final fudge 
One of Mr Patten’s senior offi- 
cials who thunders against the 
coming changes and denounces 
the evils of pragmatism is 
reported to be about to nail 
down a job with the new 


regime. Several holders of 
British decorations have just 
been named in Mr Tung's first 
honours list. A leading busi- 
nessman here compared Hong 
Kong to bamboo - it blends 
with the wind but never snaps. 
Mr Blair and Mr Cook seem to 
have absorbed the lesson. 

Their motivation is as clear 
as the flotsam in the harbour. 
They want to put the Fatten 
years of dispute with China 
behind them. Rightly, they see 
China as one of the major for- 
eign policy issues for their gov- 
ernment, and they must be 
acu tely aware of bow Germany 

and France are dealing a march 
in trade and investment 

But, again, they knew ail 
that when they were striking 
their high moral tone over the 
boycott. Realism is a very sen- 
sible way of conducting gov- 
ernment, but if you are going to 
act in a pragmatic manner, you 
only make yourself look stupid 
and hypocritical if you handout 
lessons from the pulpit before- 
hand. Or is Hong Kong, for Mr 
Blair, as for the Tories, an after- 
thought, a faraway place over 
which empty attitudes can be 
struck since the electorate in 
Basildon couldn’t gtye a toss? 
Maybe it’s jost as well that Mr 
Patten will be leaving on Mon- 
day night; otherwise he might 
have found himself obliged to 
resign on a matter of principles 
- or, at least, losing some sleep. 

The writer is editor of lhe 'South 
Chirm Miming Post’. 
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Charlie Chester 


Painter, golfer, archer, song- 
writer, poet, novelist, historian, 
casino owner, disc jockey, King 
of the Water Rats, and - above 
all - comedian: Charlie Chester 
w31 long be remembered for his 
famo us opening phrase, “This 
is Cheerful Charue your Chin- 
up Boy Chester!" 

National celebrations will 
mean less without him: he was 
BBC Radio’s official host for 
every wartime annivereaiy, from 
Dunkirk and D-Day through to 
his most recent programme on 
VE Day plus 50. 

He was bora in Eastbourne 
in 1913, son of a cinema sign- 
painter and part-time roller- 
skating instructor, and a mother 
who could sing. At the age of 
seven Charlie fgmg out loud and 
dear at a children's oompedtioD 
at the Eastbourne Winter Gar- 
dens, and won. It was the first 
of no fewer than 82 talent com- 
petitions he would win before 
turning professional performer 
as a teenager. By this time his 
voice had broken into an at- 
tractive yodel, all the rage in the 
early Thirties. Teaching himself 
the guitar, Charlie now did a 
creditable impression of Jimmy 
Rogers, “America’s Singing 
Brakeman", and was soon sup- 
plying vocals for the Dixies 
Dance Band of EwelL He was 
17 when he went out as a solo 
act for the firet time, singing and 
twanging under the name of 
Duke Daly. 

From one-night stands and 
masonics, Chester’s talent 
would eventually lead to Roy- 
al \briety performances at the 
Palladium and his crowning as 
King RaL But, for all the parade 
of successes, there would be one 
area of showbiz at which even 
Cheerful Charlie would admit 
failure: the films . After a gag- 
packed debut with his radio 
Crazy Gang in a clutch of Min- 


istry of Food Flashes, one- 
minute newsreel trailers made 
in one day ifl 1945, only three 
proper films featured him in the 
whole of bis 65-year career. He 
appeared as himself giving a 
show in Holiday Camp (1947), 
getting the campers to “bob up 
and down like this”, and then 
singing his own comedy song, 
“The Farmer’s Bey" featuring 
grunts, snorts, whistles and the 
famous yodel. Twenty-four 
years later he appeared as the 
late Max Miller in a small semi- 
documentary, Top of the BiU , 
and finally played a small role 
in the son-pom feature Can f 
Come Too (1979). 

It was curious that Chester 
should have been cast as Miller, 
the famous “Cheeky Chappie" 
of the music balls, for the sim- 
ilarity of their style, facial fea- 
tures, and snazzy dress from 
snap-brimmed trilby down, had 
caused ructions in his early 
comedy career. Even their sign- 
ing-off songs, complete with 



'Cheerful Charite* in 1947 


guitar accompaniment, were 
similar. As Chester revealed in 
a recent television Kings of 
Comedy programme. Miller at- 
tended one of Chester’s per- 
formances, bri nging along his 
solicitor to take notes. Luckily 
for Chester he had chosen 
“Cheerful" and not “Cheeky” as 
his bill-matter. In time after 
Chester’s wartime rise to the top 
as a broadcaster, the rivals 
made up and even appeared to- 
gether in a shared top of the bilL 

Chester almost failed his 
chance as a broadcaster. Grant- 
ed his first BBC radio audition 
in 1937, he was warned by the 
Head of ^riety that unless he 
toned down his gags he would 
be banned from the air. Reas- 
sured by the programme sec- 
retary, Chester went ahead with 
the radio show exactly as he had 
performed in the trial. After- 
wards tbe Head of Variety 
sought him out, congratulated 
him on his good reception, and 
said he was pleased Chester had 
taken his advice and changed his 
jokes. 

It was the Second World 
War that gave Chester his 
much-needed boost into the na- 
tion's heart As a sergeant in the 
Royal Irish Fusfliens he was sec- 
onded into the army entertain- 
ment unit. Stars in Battledress. 
At this time a BBC series for the 
Forces, Mediterranean Merry - 
Go-Round, was written and 
performed by the Armed Ser- 
vices themselves, “Bringing Mu- 
sic and Fun to Boys and Girls 
in Khaki and TWo Shades of 


Blue". The naval show was 
HMS Waterlogged, written and 
performed by Sub-Lieutenant 
Eric “Heart-throb” Barker; 
the RAF show was Much- 
Binding-in-the-Marsh, starring 
Flight Lieutenant Richard 
Murdoch and Wing Comman- 
der Kenneth Horne; the army 
sbowwas a package supplied by 
various units, add thus had not 
the pulling power of the other 
branches of the services. 

Sergeant Chester was or- 
dered to write and perform “A 
successful radio series!" and he 

certainly did- Originally entitled 

Studio Stand Easy , it was an- 
nounced as “Look out for 
laughs in the next half-hour with 
Cheerful Charlie Chester and 
his Crazy Gang of other 
cranks!" Then came the signa- 
ture tune, “Shoot tbe Khaki To 
Me". This is less well remem- 
bered than the signature song 
full of sound effects that start- 
ed his long-running post-war se- 
ries Stand Easy: “Ring that 
bell (ding-dong), bang that 
drum (bang-bang), sound that 
horn (beep-beep), 'shoot that 
gun (tong!)." 

Tbe original radio Crazy 
Gang were “Professor” Ken 
Moms, who “murdered a song 
at the piano" every week. Joe 
Giggs, Len Marten, Louise 
Gainsborough, Ramon St Clair 
the tenor, and Arthur Haynes, 
the only one of the gang to rise 
above Chester hims elf in pub- 
lic affection, via bis later tele- 
vision series. The hysterical 
laughter of the studio audi- 
ence which almost drowned 
the opening announcement was 
caused by Charlie and Co silent- 
ly and swiftly removing the an- 
nouncer’s trousers. 

A serial within the show was 
“Thrzan of the Thpes", featur- 
ing Stab-U the Elephant Boy 
and his regular order to his 
pachyderm, and “Git up there, 
Forsythe!” Tbe scene was always 
set thus, “In the heart of the 
dreaded jungle of Janzibulla 
which is situated deep in the 
African province of Japonka.. 
. and everyone who ever 
beard it will remember the reg- 
ular chant of the natives: 


Angel". Unfortunately that is all 
be wrote, until listener demand 
forced him to write a full version 
so that Ferrari could record iL 
Chester was, in fact, no mean 
songwriter. Early in the war he 
wrote a hit, “The Sergeant- 
Major’s Serenade", ana fol- 
lowed it with such sentimental 
favourites as “DownFcaget-Me- 
Not Lane”, “Primrose Hill" 
and comedy numbers for the 
Gang like “The Old Bazaar in 
Cairo". This included the verse: 


Rice pud, very good, what's it all 

about? 


Down in the jungle, living in a tent. 
Better than a prefab - no rent! 


Later came WhippitKwikthe 
Cat Burglar, whose whistled sig- 
nature tune made him a nation- 
al favourite. Tenor St Clair was 
replaced by Frederick Ferrari, 
known as “The Voice”. Chester 
wrote him a signature song, 
“When Love Descended like an 


Made ii in a kettle and we couldn't 
get it out, 

Everybody look a turn to suck it 

through tbe spout!” 

For a while Chester even 
ran his own publishing compa- 
ny, Victory Music. 

Stand Easy , which was given 
the accolade of a comic strip 
version in Radio Fun, ran from 
1945 to 1951. when the title was 
changed io Keep Smiling. All the 
scripts were written by Chester, 
of course, but with the dawn of 
the sit-com age Fat Dunlop 
and Maurice Drake were com- 
missioned to write one for 
Chester. Called Come To Char- 
Lee , Chester found himself 
sharing a flat with Cardew 
Robinson as his valet and 
Michael Ben tine as his zany 
neighbour. Love interest came 
from Dora Bryan and Patricia 
Cutis, who later became Patri- 
cia Wayne the film star. 

Never one to rest on his lau- 
rels, in 1949 Chester founded 
the Cheerful Order of Chin- 
Ups, complete with its own bi- 
monthly journal,' the Charlie 
Chester Chin-Up Mag, price 
fourpence off all bookstalls. 
Soon Chester’s self-promotion 
style changed to charity work, 
which would eventually win 
him an MBE in 1990. 

Television called Chester in 
1952 and he devised Pot Luck, 
the first ever British audience 
participation series. Described 
as a “programme of prizes and 
surprises", it involved mem- 
bers of the audience passing a 
pot around until the music 
stopped. Whoever was then 
holding the pot had to come up 
on stage and take part in a quiz. 
Supporting Chester were Har- 
ry Seltzer, recently seen as a 
venerable but still sprightly 
comic on Michael Barrymore's 
television show, and Leslie 
Welch the Memory Man. 

Although Pot Luck was ex- 
tremely popular and ran for 
some years, Chester’s greatest 
television success was in Edu- 









Never resting on Ms laurels: Chester and Usa Chapman at the opening of his casino. The Golden Casino, 1967 


cated Evans, a series based on 
Edgar Wallace's popular Cock- 
ney tipster. There was yet an- 
other link with the past here, for 
Evans had previously been 


played in films by none other 
r.Ther 


than Max Miller. There were two 
runs of the series, 1957 and 1958. 

After stage productions with 
his Gang such as Midsummer 
Madness, the George and Alfred 
Black hit of the 1949 Blackpool 


s umm er season, Chester took 
over from George Fbrmby in the 
popular West End musical Zip 
Goes a Million. In later days he 
returned to radio with his own 
listener question-and-request 
series, Sunday Soapbox. This 
started in 1969 and ran contin- 
uously until he was rushed to 
hospital following a stroke. 

A staunch member of the 
showbusiness charity the Wfeter 


Rats, Chester was voted King 
Rat in 1952. He wrote the his- 
tory of the charity in 1984. and 
was appointed their Pbel Lau- 
reate. Whenever a fellow Rat 
died, Chester wrote a short 
poem in their memory. Those 
so honoured include Robb 
Wflton. Wee Georgie Wood. 
David Nixon. Sid Field and 
Sandy Powell. The question 
now- remains, who will write a 
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rhymed farewell for Cheerful 


Charlie Chester. 
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Gp Capt George Denholm 


As Leader of 603 Squadron 
George Denholm was involved 
in the shooting down of the first 
German aircraft over British sofl 
al tiie start of the Second World 
War. This was al Port Seton in 
East Lothian, the aircraft a 
Heinkel 1-11 bomber which 
had orders to destroy the three- 
cantilever Forth Railway Bridge. 

A year later during the Battle 
of Britain, in September 1940, 
Denholm had to bale out of his 
Spitfire over Kent, just after he 
had shot down a couple of raid- 
ing German planes. Weeks af- 
terwards, be was yet again shot 
down, after engagement in coro- 
baL He was promptly awarded, 
in October 1940, what was de- 
scribed by Marshal of the Roy- 
al Air Force Sir Arthur (later 
Lord) Tedder, as an outstanding 
Distinguished Flying Cross. 

The high moment of Den- 
holm's war service in Scotland 


came on 10 May 1941. Betty 
Denholm, a lady of much 
achievement in public work in 
Central Scotland, then his young 
wife ofa couple of years, tells the 
story: "George came home to 
Bo’ness, and said, 'You’ll never 
guess what happened today.' 
‘Will, no, I cannot guess.’ *We 
forced down and captured the 
Deputy Ffihrer, Rudolf Hess.’ 
“You did whatT *We forced down 
Hess!' " The whole story is ele- 
gantly set out in Lord James 
Douglas-Hamfl ton’s book A/cfcu? 
fora Mission (1971).- 

George Denholm was bom at 
Tidings Hill, Bo'ness, the house 
in which he died 88 years later, 
into a well-established family of 
coal exporters and pit-prop/tnn- 
ber importers, based at Bo'ness, 
on the Forth, from medieval 
times until the late 19th centu- 
ry the third largest port in Scot- 
land. Educated at Catgilfield 


Prep School and Fettes (where 
he was less than happy), be went 
to St John’s College, Cam- 
bridge, where be was supreme- 
ly happy, and had the good 
fortune to have C.W. Guille- 
baud, most practical of Cam- 
bridge economists, as his 
supervisor in Part I of the Tri- 
pos. Giiillebaud took a lasting 
interest in Denholm, but ad- 
vised him to do Part Q Law. 

It helped greatly that his 
family were determined that he 
should have some experience of 
life and business between 
school and university - not a 
fashionable concept in those 
days. Denholm was despatched 
“to learn a thing or two" at a 
tough Glasgow office, so that he 
could appreciate Cambridge 
and his good fortune the more. 

At Cambridge, much of his 
time was devoted to tbe guns and 
artillery section of the Univer- 


sity Cadet Corps. This gave him 
a taste for fighter-flying, and 
prompted him to join tbe 603 
Squadron of the Royal Auxiliary 
Arr Force in 1933, learning to fly 
at the MacMeny / East Fortune 
Aerodromes in East Lothian. 
Going full-time in August 1939, 
Denholm was a natural choice 
to lead 603 Squadron on the out- 
break of war. 

Denholm counted his luck as 
a survivor of the Battle of Britain. 
The only occasion that this qui- 
etly formidable man was slight- 
ly curt with me was when as a 
teenager 1 asked him, “And what 
did you do when friends or oth- 
er pilots were not there to eat in 
the mess, after failure to return 
from a mission?” “We accepted 
it, and got on with the job.” 

In 1941, Denholm was as- 
signed to a bizarre and extraor- 
dinary ploy which, like a number 
of notions from the fertile imag- 


ination of Winston Churchill, 
ended in farce. He had to fly 
Boston bombers out of Ack- 
lington aerodrome armed with 
huge searchlights, which could be 
turned on, once radar bad picked 
up enemy bombers, so that night 
fighters could then shoot them 
down. Denholm reminisced diy- 
ly with tbe understatement that 
was his style, that “the scheme 
was not a success". 

He was Lhen transferred to 
an activity no less perilous for 
tbe pilots than tbe Battle of 
Britain. In the lS-month run- 
up to D-Day, it was the task of 
the Mosquito fighter-bombers 
to strafe enemy positions in the 
Pas-de-Calais and throughout 
northern France. This was 
trebly dangerous - ack-ack 
fire, the occasional German 
Messerschraitu and the diffi- 
culties associated with low- 
flying itself exacted a heavy toll. 


Denholm was brave and lucky. 

Surviving this, he became 
the Station Commander ai 
North Weald. Perhaps it was not 
altogether fortuitous that it was 
the base nf the Norwegian and 
Danish wing. Denholm, who 
had been sent by his father to 
Copenhagen for a year in the 
193Cls, to look after the Scan- 
dinavian end of the shipping and 
timber business, had a passable 
knowledge of Danish, at a time 
when not all Danes were fluent 
in English. Morei wer. his young 
wife. Betty looms, with whom 
he was to be supremely happi- 
ly married for 5S years, was part- 
ly of "Viking extraction”. Their 
friendship with ihe Norwegian 
Commanding Officer. Helge 
Nehrc. was to last for decades. 
It was particularly filling that 
Denholm should be one of the 
Allied officers who received 
the German surrender in Nor- 


way at Garda Moen Airbase 
outside Oslo. 

Demobbed in 1947, Den- 
holm devoted himself for the 
next three decades to J&J Den- 
holm. As a Bo'ness town coun- 
cillor for a short period in the 
1950s. he strongly opposed Lhe 
decision to close Bo'ness Docks 
in favour of Grangemouth. But 
once the decision - misguided, 
in retrospect, in mv opinion - 
was takjen. the firm moved to 
Grangemouth and Glasgow. 

His last public appearance 
was on 27 October 1 996 at the 
ceremony for the rededicatiou 
of the replica Spitfire - in the 
colours of 6(13 Edinburgh fight- 
er squadron - at which he was 
venerated, and rightly so, be- 
cause he was beloved by the 
men he led. Wing Commander 
Bob Kemp said, "If the auxil- 
iaries had not been in place in 
1939 it is fair to say we would 





Denholm: quietly formidable 


not have won the Battle of 
Britain." 


Tam Dalyell 

George Lovell Denholm, air of- 
fice officer and businessman: 
bom Bo'ness. West Lothian 20 
December /VOS; DFC 1940: 
managing director. J&J Denholm 
1947-SO; married 1939 Betty 
Tooms (two si via, two daughters}; 
died Bo 'ness 15 June 1997. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 


ROHDE: To Simon and Juliette, a 
baby girl, Jemima Maxy. a beautiful 
sister for Florence and William. Bom 
on Tuesday 27 May. 


DEATHS 


GUNTHER: Mavis HJ3., MD 
(Can Labi, widow or the laic Eustace 
Roife Gunther, died peace Fully aged 
94 on 22 June, a much loved moth- 
er. "rand mother and great-grand* 
mother. No Denvers; donations to 
Hcariiam PCC welcomed for the 
fabric of St Mary's Church, c/o John 
Lincoln. 40 Greevegate, Hunstanton, 
Norfolk PE36 6AB. 

ROBBINS: William George, died sud- 
denly on 24 June, aged 41. Despite 
his periods of disorientation, result- 
ing from being invaded and taunted 
by the voices and delusions of schiz- 
ophrenia, his warm, fundamental 

generous and courageous nature was 
recognised and loved by family, 
friends, fellow patients and carers 
alike. In his times of lucidity and dai- 
itv, he never. e\er, had a mean thought. 
Funeral family and friends. & Maiyk- 
bone Crematorium, East End Rood, 
London N2.ll.Moin, 2 July. 
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Birthdays 

The Right Rev Leonard Ashton, 
Honorary Assistant Bishop, Oxford, 
82; Mr Eustace Braithwaiie, writer 
and diplomat, 75; Mr Tommy Can- 
non, comedian, 59; Mr David Gel- 
laud MP, an Assistant Whip, 54; Mr 
Alan Coren. writer, journalist and 
broadcaster, 59; The Most Rev Mau- 
rice Couve de MnrvOle, Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of Birming- 
ham, 68; Miss Brenda Cowderoy, for- 
mer general secretary, Girls' Friendly 
Society, 72; Professor Michael Dum- 
mett, Wykebam Professor Emeritus 
of Logic, Oxford University, 72; 
Miss Shirley Arm Held: actress, 59: 

Mr Robin Guthrie, director of Social 
and Economic Afikbs, Council of Eu- 
rope, 60; Vice-Admiral Sir Roy Hol- 
liday, 74: Lord Hope of Craighead, 
a Lord of Appeal in Ordinary, 59; Mr 
Bruce McGowan, farmer Head- 
master, Haberdashers' Aske’s 
School 73; Miss Muriel Pavlow, ac- 
tress, 75; Mr Dimcan Robmson, Di- 
rector, FitzwDliam Museum, 54; Dr 
Thurstan Shaw, archaeologist, 83; 
The \fciy Rev Alan Warren, Provost 
Emeritus of Leicester, 65; Mr 
William Wilson, chief constable, 
Central Scotland, 54; Mr Hugh 
Wood, composer, 65; Mr Thence 
Wynn, MEP,51. 


Anniversaries 


Births: Louis XII, King of France, 
1462; Charles EX, King of France, 


1550; Diaries Stewart Famed, Irish 
nationalist leader, 1846; Sir John 
Monash, engineer and general 1865; 
Helen Adams Keller, Mind, deaf and 
mute scholar and teacher, 1880.’ 
Deaths: Giorgio Vasari, painter and 
art historian, 1574; William Dodd, 
forger, hanged 1777; James Lewis 
Made Smithson, scientist and 
founder of the Smithsonian Institu- 
tion, 1829; Joseph Smith, founder of 
the Mormons (Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints), mur- 
dered in prison 1844; Sir John Lo- 
gan CampbeU, statesman, 1912; 
Clarence Malcolm Lowry, novelist, 
1957. On this day: Jack Cade de- 
feated Henry VTs forces under 

Stafford at Sevenoaks, 1450; the 

Ladies' Mercury, the first woman’s 
magazine, was issued, 1693; Bonnie 
Prince Charlie, disguised as a maid, 
escaped to Skye, 1746: the Central 
London Electric Railway was 
opened, running between Shepherd’s 
Bush and the Bank, 1900; the musi- 
cal show The Co*Optimim was first 
produced, London, 1921; President 
Human, ordered the United States 
Air Fbrce and Navy to Korea, 1950; 
the first nuclear power station was 
opened at Obninsk, near Moscow, 
19S4; a French airbus with 216 pas- 
sengers was hijacked to Libya by the 
PLO, 1976; the independence of the 
Djibouti republic was proclaimed, 
1977. Today is the Feast Day of St 
Cyril of Alexandria, St George Mias- 
mindell St John of Chinoo, St Ladis- 
las. king of Hungary, St Samson of 


Constantinople, The Martyrs of Ar- 
ras and St Zebus of Cordova. 


Lectures 


National Gallery; Norman Coady. 
“Moons (hr): "Pro Immaculate Con- 
ceptions, by Velazquez and VaJckSs 
Leal", lpm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Fran- 
cis Pugh, “Britain in the mid-2Clih 
Century: good design?". 2_30pm. 
Tbte Gallery: James Malpas, “Faust, 
Flowers and Magic Klee. Redon and 
Chagall", lpm. 


Dinners 
Heraldry Society 

Mr John Brooke-Little, Founder 
and Chairman of Council Heraldry 
Society, presided at the Golden Ju- 
bilee Dinner held yesterday at 
Painter-Stain errs’ Hall, London Ed 
Sir Bernard Ingham was tbe princi- 
pal guest. 


Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 9.08pm. 

Cubed Synagogues Cl 81-343 8989. Fed- 
eration of Synagogues 0181-202 2263. 
Union of liberal and Progressive 
Synagogues: 0171-580 1663. Reform 
Synagogues of Great Britain: 0181-349 
4731 . Spanish and PoroiRneie Jp*j Coo- 
~ 1 — 0171-289 2573. New London 
: (Masorti): 0J 71 -328 103ft, 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

The Prince ofWUes, based on HMY Bri- 
tamw. veils Hong Kong to represent the 
Queen at the transfer of sovereignty of 
Hong Kong and tbe assodaied events. 
The Duke of Vbrk attends the Farewell 
Dinner of the Royal Hospital School As- 
sociation at the Royal Naval College, 
London SE10. The Princess Royal Pa- 
tron. College of Occupational The r ap i sts. 


attends the 2 1st Annual Conference 
and Exhibition at Southampton Uni- 
versity; and as Colonel-in -Chic l the 
Royal Signals, attends (be Master of Sig- 
nals Farewell Dinner. Bhndford Camp, 
Dotscl The Dnke of Gloneestei; Pa iron. 
Building Centre Trust, opens the Export 
Action Centre at tbe Building Centre, 
London WCL The Dnhe of Kent, Pres- 
ident, All England Lawn Tennis and 


Croquet Cub. attends the Wimbledon 
Championships, London SW19. 

Changing of the Guard 
The Household Cavalry Mounted Reg- 
iment mourns the Queen's Life Guard at 
Bonn Guards, 11am; 1st Battalion The 


Royal Regiment of Wades mounts the 
Queen's Guard, at \ 


> viuoiu, ill Bnckmgham Palace. 
11 -30am, band provided by the Grenadier 
Guards. 


Risk of prejudice in French trial not shown 


Re Ramda, Re Boutarfa; Queen's 
Bench Divisional Court (Lord 
Justice Phi and Mr Justice Asti II) 
25 Jane 1997 


LAW REPORT 
" ♦ — 


Evidence purporting to demon- 
strate hostility in France to- 
wards Algerian Muslims, and of 
a media campaign following an 
outbreak of bombing in France, 
was not sufficent to showa risk 
of prejudice by reason of race, 
religion, nationality or politi cal 
opinions at the trial for terror- 
ist offences of two men whose 
extradition was sought by the 
French Government. 

The applicants each sought 
a writ of habeas corpus. Orders 
had been made for their return 
to France following a request 
by the French government for 
their extradition. Boutarfa had 
dual French and Algerian na- 
tionality, and Ramda had Al- 
gerian nationality. They were 
accused of offences connected 
with terrorism. In ihe second 
half of 1995 bombings and at- 
tempted bombings had oc- 
curred in Paris and elsewhere 
in France. Another man had 
been arrested and had impli- 
cated both applicants. 

Ben Emmerson (RAI. BunhasA Cot 
forth* applicants: Janus Lenis (CPSt 
far the Gm emar of BeOmanh Prison 
and the Gwemmenr of France. 


27 June 1997 

prejudiced at their trial by rea- 
son of their race, religion or po- 
litical opinion of. in the case of 
Ramda his nationality, within 
the meaning of thoseterms in 
section 6(l)(d) of ihe Extradi- 
tion Act 1989. 

A body of materia] had been 
placed before lhe court which 
sought to demonstrate that 
there was overwhelming evi- 
dence of widespread intoler- 
ance and racism in - 
towards Algerian 


France 

Muslims 


situation which had arisen. Tri- 
al would be by judges alone at 
a special assize court. The 
court had no power to stay a 
prosecution on the ground that 
pre-trial publicity had ren- 
dered a fair trial impossible. It 
did not give a reasoned judg- 
ment and there was no n'oht of 
appeal save on a point of law. 
There was no attack on the spe- 
cial court as such, but it was 
claimed that, in the absence of 
procedural and substantive 


u 6 - „ procedural and substantive 

press! safe S uards > there was a risk of 

E the trial in the oar- 


Dmd Justice Pill said that it had 
been submitted for the appli- 
cants that if ihey were re- 
turned to France they might be 


. 

lauon to the applicants and the 
offences they were alleged to 
have committed. Terrorism had 
heen linked with Islamic fun- 
damentalism. 

A large bundle of press re- 
pons had been submitted io 
support the submission as to 
racial intolerance in France 
and that the guilt of the appli- 
cants had been asserted and as- 
sured. Particular reliance was 
placed upon a statement bv the 
Minister of Justice on 9' No- 
vember W: "He ( Ramda] 
had played a role that was 
maybe not exclusive hut at anv 
rale essential in the bombing 
campaign that had struck our 
country since 25 Julv. " 

It was also argued that the 
French legal system did not 
nave safeguards to deal with the 


iad 


ticular situation which 
arisen. 

The French government 
stated that Article 64 of the 
French constitution confuned 
the independence of the judi- 
ciary from the executive. As to 
the statement by the Minister 
of Justice, that reflected his per- 
sonal view and could not have 
any influence on the criminal 
trial. 

The concept that a public 
statement made by a Minister 
of Justice in relation io a 
major investigation reflected 
onlv his personal view was a 
difficult one. In relation to 
iheir section 6 claim, howev- 
er, the applicants faced an in- 
su mountable obstacle. The 
nsk of prejudice ai the trial 
must be shown to be by rea- 


son of race, religion, nation- 
ality or political opinions. 
Even if it could be shown that 
a media campaign which fol- 
lowed a serious outbreak «»f 
bombing did .create a risk of 
prejudice, it was inconceivable 
that a risk could be present for 
any of the reasons slated in 
section 6. 

The court had been invited 
to infer not only that the judges 
would be prejudiced against 
the applicants but also that 
they would be prejudiced on 
One or more of the grounds in 
section 6fl)(d). If there were to 
be potential for unfairness, it 
cotr/d not be said that it might 
anse from the stated criteria as 
oistmct from other possible 

factors, such as an abhorrence 

whirh^tf h £? rea dful crimes 
wfaefa had been committed in 
ranee by some person or 
persons. 

9^®^’ no risk of any 
SSL? at the trial of 

R r tj“ applicants could 

anH ^!f L . The Status - abilities 
and experience of the judges of 

w ld COUrt were such 
M would ensure a fair trial. 

ftv S i nous PossM' 

tty that in performing their 

eS^n WOU,d kfinffo- 

‘^roroatoiy press 
or Lhe reported re- 
1116 Minister of Jus- 

refosei 6 apP lCalions 


Jb 


4 


Kate O’Hanlon, Barrister 
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Water industry braced for big one-off cut in bills 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

The privatised water companies 
were yesterday faced with the 
prospect of big cuts in rev- 
enues after Ian Byatt. the in- 
dustry regulator, announced 
plans to make a substantia] 
one-off redu ctior in consumers' 
biDs in his next price review. 

Mr Byan coupled the an- 
nouncement with his strongest 
criticism so far of big increases 
in dividend payouts to share- 


holders. which have averaged 
more than 17 per cent in the 
current round of annual results. 
He said: “I think they're in an 
unsustainable position on div- 
idends. Their profits arc lorgc- 
ly Oat and their dividends arc 
rising. I think that is an unwise 
policy and it will have to slop." 

Though Mr Byatt declined to 
estimate the scale of the one- 
off cut. due in 2000. he made 
clear he would follow the lead 
set by the gas and electricity reg- 
ulators in recent price regimes 


for British Gas and National 
Grid. BG lust week accepted 
cuts of 21 per cent in its rev- 
enues this year after taking its 
fight with Lhe regulator to the 
Monopolies & Mergers Com- 
mission. 

The Ofwat consultation doc- 
ument said the adjustment to 
bills in April 2000 was likely to 
he “significant" though it had 
not decided whether it would be 
in the form of a flat rate across 
all companies. In addition, bills 
in the following four years 


would be unlikely to rise by 
more than inflation and could 
have to drop in real terras each 
year. 

Ofwat also proposed chang- 
ing the way the companies* 
huge investment programmes 
would be incorporated into 
prices. In future, the industry 
would only be able to raise rev- 
enues from consumers for 
schemes which raised water 
quality once the improvements 
had been delivered. “You don’t 
pay for a new product until it's 


produced and available to you," 
Mr Byatt said. 

Though Mr Byatt stopped 
short of attacking his last price 
regime, which allowed hills to 
rise by more than inflation, he 
admitted it had enabled com- 
panies make much bigger re- 
turns than be anticipated. 

He also expressed frustration 
at the failure of some compa- 
nies to meet the investment tar- 
gets: “Companies have taken a 
rather shorter term position 
than I would have liked them to 


do in terms of investment pro- 
grammes." 

Mr Byatt conceded be would 
have to consider the -windfall 
utility tax. to be revealed in next 
week’s Budget, when setting the 
next price limits, though it was 
unclear whether this would re- 
duce the scope, for price re- 
ductions. "That will affect Lhe 
capital position of the water 
companies... we shall obvious- 
ly examine what consequences 
that has." he said. 

Water companies gave a cau- 


tious response to the Ofwat 
proposals yesterday, which 
would not be translated into con- 
crete figures until 1999. 

The industry had lobbied 
against the idea of a one-off 
price cut during preliminary 
consultation, while consumer 
groups bad supported it. A 
South West Water spokesman 
said: “It's early days yet, but we 
believe we are already working 
under the tightest financial 
regime in the industry." 

Analysts speculated that the 


SFA may act 
over NatWesfs 
missing £90m 
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MBchael Harrison 

The Serious Fraud Office and 
the Securities and Futures 
Authority were last night 
considering whether to launch 
investigations at NatWest 
Markets after the investment 
bank announced the resigna- 
tions of six senior traders and 
directors over a deliberate cov- 
er-up to hide losses of £90m in 
its interest rate options business. 

A spokesman lor the SFO 
said that it had been fully 
briefed by NatWest and was ex- 
amining whether or not a com- 
plex fraud had taken place. An 
announcement on whether it 
will initiate criminal proceedings 
is expected in a matter of weds. 

The SFA, the main regulatory 
body for the City, meanwhile 
said it was examining the con- 
duct of the traders and directors 
involved to see whether disci- 
plinary action was necessary. 
The SFA has the j»wer to line 
and suspend individuals or bar 
them from working again in the 
City altogether. 

An independent report into 
the affair carried out by the 
lawyers LinUatera & Paines 
and the accountancy firm Coop- 
ers & Lybrand, has been sent to 
the Bank of England and the 
SEA. The inquiry found evi- 
dence of “deliberate conceal- 
ment and weaknesses in the 
operations and internal con- 
trols" in NWM’s London-based 
interest rate options business. 
The mispricing went unnoticed 
for two years. 

However, it concluded there 
was no evidence that clients had 
suffered any losses or that the 


concealment had been carried 
out for persona] gain as a result 
of collusion with third parties. 

The full report is not being 
published for legal reasons and 
to protect commercial confi- 
dentiality. But NatWest said 
its main 'findings were that: 

O The original losses oc- 
curred on mark and sterling in- 
terest rate swap options and 
options books. 

O The losses were concealed 
by deliberate mispricing and. 
over-valuing of options. 

□ Unauthorised transfers of 
value took place between op- 
tions books to conceal losses 
and transfer false profits. 

O NWM did not have suffi- 
ciently robust procedures for 
checking the pricing of options. 

Martin Owen, the chief ex- 
ecutive of NWM, resigned last 
week and is expected to receive 
a pay-off of around £lm. Yes- 
terday NatWest said that a fur- 
ther six employees had left or 
were leaving the business. The 
most senior resignation is that 
of Philip Wise, 46, NWM's 
chief administration officer, 
who was senior managing di- 
rector of its debt capital markets 
during the time the mispricing 
was taking place. He was on a 
one-year contract and will re- 
ceive a pay-off of £200,000- 
£300,000. No one else will 
receive compensation. 

Kyriacos Papouis, the 30- 
year old trader at the centre of 
the scandal left NWM last De- 
cember and has since resigned 
from his new employer Bear 
Sterns. He is at home in his 
north London house and is be- 
ing advised by Stephen Pollard 


of Kingsley Napley, the lawyer 
who defended Nick Leeson, 
the Barings rogue trader. 

The other employees who 
have accepted responsibility 
because of their positions with- 
in the division and resigned are 
Neil Dodgson, global head of in- 
terest rate options and Mr 
Papouis' immediate boss; Jean 
Francois Nguyen, managing di- 
rector global swaps and deriv- 
atives; Ian Gaskell, head of 
swaps and options trading; and 
Andrew Grout, manager of the 
London position keeping team, 
a back office member of staff 
whose job it was to recohrile 
trades and keep track of unusual 
trading positions. Christophe 
Lanson, head of risk rate man- 
agement, was not found to be 
responsible for any losses or 
false profits but is leaving NWM 
anyway. 

Jt is thought highly likely 
that the SFA will launch formal 
proceedings against some or all 
of those involved, given the 
language used in the report and 
the reference to deliberate con- 
cealment and false adjustments 
to options books. 

But it is less dear whether the 
SFO wfll take action since no ev- 
idence of personal gain or loss 
to clients has been found. Mr 
Papouis has co-operated with 
the Lanklaters/Coopeis inquiry 
and is understood to have told 
investigators that he did not deal 
in sterling options, where some 
of the losses occurred. 

NatWest said it refused lo pay 
compensation to those who 
were leaving, other than Mr 
Wise. 

Comment, page 23 



Kyriaocis Papouis, 30, the trader at the centre 
of ffie affair. Left NatWest Markets Hi December, 
1996 after covering op losses and creating . - 

false profits over a two-year period. 
Subsequently resigned from Bear Sterns 



Ian Gaskell, 34, head of 
swaps and options trading.: 
Resigned in recognition of 
responsibilities as head of 
business unit in which 
losses occurred , 


Neil Dodgson, 33, global ; 
head of Interest rate options 
and Mr Papouis' immediate ' 
superior. Faffed to supervise 
Mr Papouis and has resigned 


Jean-Fran gois Nguyen, 37, 
managing director global 
swaps and derivatives. 
Resigned in recognition of 
reSponsibifity as hfead 
of business unit In which ■ 
losses occurred 



Andrew 

Grout 


Andrew Grout, 35, manager! 
of London position -keeping 
teas. Palled hi his duty : . : S' 
to elert managemeiit to - ; % 
unusual transactions - 







PMHp Wise, 48, senior 
managing director of. 
debt capital markets. 
Acce p ted TesponsftiBty 
as most rate manager 
and resigned but wffl : 
reeeWe £200^000- . ' 
£300,000 pay-off : 
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Railtrack bows to demands to 
change its operating licence 


Abbey National buys 
Cater Allen for £ 191 m 


Andrew Yates 

Rail track has made an embar- 
rassing dimbdown and agreed 
to change its operating licence 
after an increasingly bitter row 
with the rail regulator.' John 

Swift, over its £16bn, 10-year in- 
vestment programme came to 
a head yesterday. 

Railtrack has agreed to give 
the rail regulator extra powers 
to force it to deliver on its 
spending commitments after 
Mr Swift threatened to take the 
matter to the Monopolies & 
Mergers Commission. 

The regulator was deter- 
mined to. make Railtrack 
change its operating licence 
a nd re fused to accept any com- 
promises. Up to now Railtrack 
has stubbornly objected to the 
de m ands, claiming they would 
lead to “more bureaucracy, sec- 
ond-guessing of decisions and 
a loss of flexrbility". But after a 
no-nonsense meeting with Mr 


Swift, Sir Robert Horton, Rail- 
track's chairman, has uncondi- 
tionally agreed to the rail 
regulator's demands. 

A joint statement from Rail- 
track and the rail regulator 
stated: “Railtrack confirmed 
its agreement to work with the 
regulator to produce a mutual- 
ly agreed licence amendment 
which would give effect to its 
public accountability as the 
owner of the nation’s railway in- 
frastructure." 

Rail track’s investment pro- 
gramme will be regularly mon- 
itored by Mr Swift ana if it 
underspends the regulator will 
have powers to levy fines or 
even strip Railtrack of its li- 
cence. The two sides are due to 
meet again early next week to 
thrash nut the final details of the 
proposals. 

The rail regulator became 
concerned that Railtrack would 
not meet its investment targets 
after it became clear earlier this 


year that it was significantly un- 
derspending on its £1 bn station 
refurbishment program. Mr 
Swift wanted to increase its 
powers to make sure the short- 
fall was addressed "Tbe rail reg- 
ulator would not take no for an 
answer and Railtrack finally, 
realised that,” said one indus- 
try analyst yesterday. 

Rail track’s opposition to the 
changes went right to the wire. 
Only on Monday a Railtrack 
spokesman said: “We have no 
intention of changing our posi- 
tion and changing our operat- 
ing licence." But the threat of 
a long, drawn-out, and poten- 
tially damaging MMC enquiry 
proved too much. 

The Labour Government is 
also believed to have put pres- 
sure on Railtrack to meet the 
ran regulator’s demands. John 
Prescott Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter, recently met Sir Robert to 
discuss his concerns over its in- 
vestment shortfall and is de- 


termined to make sore that 
Railtrack delivers on its promis- 
es. He told delegates al a con- 
ference for the train workers’ 
union, Aslef, in Tbrquay last Fri- 
day that the regulation of the 
railways needed to be tightened. 

■ At the conference, Mr 
Prescott said: “Railtrack is 
seemingly rejecting a volun- 
tary improvement in its contract 
to give the regulator tighter 
powers with respect to provid- 
ing investment. I would em- 
phasise that unless a satisfactory 
agreement is reached then the 
whole question of how Rail track 
is regulated will be opened up 
once more." 

If Railtrack had refused to ca- 
pitulate over the planned 
changes to its licence then the 
Government was likely to step 
in and force Railtrack to act. 

Neither the rail regulator 
nor Railtrack would comment 
further on the agreement. 

Comment, page 23 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 

Abbey National yesterday 
snapped up one of the City's few 
remaining discount houses when 
it made a £19 lm agreed offer for 
Cater Allen. With a history go- 
ing back 180 years, Cater Allen 
is best-known for its wholesale 
money-market business though 
it has developed other interests 
in offshore deposits. 

Abbey National said the deal 
would help fulfil its aim of di- 
versifying its profits stream 
away from its traditional mort- 
gage and savings activities. 

Cater Allen’s chairman, 
James Barclay, said that al- 
though the offer had been web 
corned and recommeoded by ibe 
board, “it is also sad news: sad 
that after ISO years the company 
is to lose its independence'*. 

Abbey National is offering 
5S0p for every ordinary Cater 
Allen share. This represents a 


31 per cent premium to the clos- 
ing price on 4 June, the day be- 
fore Cater Allen announced it 
had received an approach that 
may lead to an offer. 

Peter Birch, Abbey National's 
chief executive, said: “The ac- 
quisition offers a unique op- 
portunity to increase Abbey 
National's strategically impor- 
tant growth market which builds 
upon our existing treasury and’ 
offshore business." 

Abbey has been keen to di- 
versity into these areas. Last year 
40 per cent of its profits were 
earned from non- traditional 
businesses. The bank intends to 
increase this figure to 50 per cent 
by the end of the decade. 

Abbey's treasury and off- 
shore businesses last year con- . 
trib tiled more than 20 per cent 
of the group's pre-tax profits. 

“Abbey National's ambitions 
in these areas would be difficult 
Lo achieve organically," Mr 
Birch said 


Cater Allen reported its full- 
year results yesterday, showing 
profits of £17.1m compared to 
£14.6m the previous year. The 
dividend was held at 30p. 

Cater has its origins as a dis- 
count house dealing with the 
Bank of England and is still ac- 
tive in its traditional money- 
market activities. But, in 
common with other houses, it 
has found it difficult to turn a 
profit in these areas and has sold 
its futures trading operations. 

Instead it has diversified into 
offshore banking with profitable 
operations in Jersey and the Isle 
of Man. Abbey National has two 
similar operations in Gibraltar 
and Hong Kong. Another Cater 
business which may have at- 
tracted Abbey is its ownership of 
City Deal, a private client stock- 
broker. A few months ago it 
added Glasgow-based stock- 
broker Aitken Campbell. 

Abbey National shares dosed 
l-5p lower at 628 Jp. 


cut amid be in “double figures" 
and some forecast a 20 per cent 
hiL Research by NatWest Se- 
curities suggested one-off cuts 
ranging from just 2 per cent in 
the case of Wtish Water to more 
than 19 per cent for Wessex, to 
reduce returns in the industry 
to the 8 per cent level original- 
ly envisaged by Ofwat. 

Utility share prices increased 
yesterday after reports that Gor- 
don Brown, the Chancellor, had 
hinted the windfall tax would be 
closer to £3 bn than £5bn. 


[ Asda puts 
pressure 
on rivals 
as food 
sales soar 

Sameena Ahmad 


Asda yesterday illustrated the 
increasing dominance of the 
UK's big four supermarkets by 
announcing that its sales were 
growing at twice the average 
rate in the UK food sales sec- 
tor. Britain’s third biggest su- 
permarket behind Tesco and 
Sainsbuiy with 1 1 per cent of the 
market, became the latest of the 
big four to report a rise in mar- 
ket share, increasing feats that 
second-tier players such as 
KwikSave and Somerfield were 
being squeezed out 

Andrew Fowler, an analyst at 
UBS, said; “The superstore is 
becoming increasingly powerful. 
Too many people thmk the is- 
sue is about how much share 
Tfesco or Sainsbuiy or Asda has. 
But the real story is what hap- 
pens to number five and six in 
fine as the market consolidates." 

Figures by AGB, the market 
research group, show that the 
top four supermarkets includ- 
ing Safeway had 583 per cent 
of the food sales market in April 
this year compared to 55.6 per 
cent at the same time in 1S&6. 

Archie Norman, chairman 
of Asda and the recently elect- 
ed Conservative MP for TUn- 
bridge Wells, said yesterday 
that the group was growing 
sales faster than any of its rivals. 
“The business is continuing to 
perform on track and on sched- 
ule. The pace of change is as 
great as it has ever been." 

Asda’ s hk e-f or-tike sales grew 
at 92 percent in the year to the 
end of May compared to 75 per 
cent at Tesco and 32 per cent 
at Asda. 

Mr Norman said that Asda 
had no plans for diversification 
into areas l ike financial services. 
“We are not investing in loyal- 
ty cards, home delivery, bank- 
ing in Ireland We are only 
doing one thing. We want to be 
shopkeepers.” 

Allan Leighton, chief execu- 
tive, said that the costs of de- 
veloping a loyalty card, which 
the : company was trialling in 40 
of its 213 stores, and financial 
services so far outweighed the 
benefits: “Our customers are 
more interested in pounds to- 
day than points tomorrow. We 
have the technology to launch 
a loyalty card. But the benefits 
are limited." 

Mr Norman said Asda had no 
plans to expand its sales of tele- 
visions and videos as Thsco was 
planning to do: “We have been 
pulling out of electrical goods, 
we hope Tesco goes into the lot 
- televisions, fridges and wash- 
ing machines." 

However, Mr Norman hint- 
ed that with the appointment of 
lan Robinson, chief executive of 
Scottish Power, as a non- 
executive director, Asda would 
consider selling electricity and 
organising customer billing. 
“We are still looking at it," Mr 
Norman said. He added that the 
group wanted to increase its 
healthcare services and was 
talking about developing in- 
store doctor’s surgeries, as 
Sainsbuiy has done. 
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Magnus Grimond 

BPB, Europe’s biggest plaster- 
board group, is speeding up 
rationalisation plans for its waste 
paper business after it slumped 
. into a £3m loss last year. 

The group said another of its 
plants was “under review'' 
following the announcement 
recently that the Chambers 
paper operation outside Not- 
tingham was to dose. 

The. group is also still seek- 
ing buyers for a min in Holland, 
i There will be redundancies 
among the 2,400-stiong work- 
force involved in paperboard 


operations, but BPB was unable 
to say how many. 

Jean-Pierre Cuny, chief 
executive, blamed the strength 
of the pound for the accelera- 
tion of the plans, which came 
after a £10m swing into loss at 
the recycled paper operations. 
The effect of falling waste pa- 
. per prices was exacerbated by 
sterling, he said. 

The tuzniound was almost ex- 
actly offset by a move to aver- 
age exchange rates at BPB, 
' which yesterday repotted a rise 
in pre-tax profits from£161m to 
£189m for the year to March, 
Investment column, page 25 
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Magnus Grimond 

Robert Fleming, one the Citv’s 
few remaining famiiy-contrcilied 
investment businesses, yesterday 
sounded a defiantly independent 
note as it announced a 25 per 
cent rise in profits for lastyear. 

William Garrett chief exec- 
utive, said: “Independence is the 
watchword around here. Most 
of our successful rivals around 
the world arc independent par- 
ticularly the US investment 
banks." 


Morgan Stanley. Goldman 
Sachs and Merrill Lynch were 
some of the bank's nearest 
competitors, he said. 

There have been suggestions 
the family, which controls around 
a third of the shares, would like 
to sell. But Mr Garrett said: “The 
family's position is that they like 
things as they are. n 

There were no plans to sell 
out to a bigger group as other 
City merchant banks bad done, 
including KJeinwort Benson, 
which was taken over by Dres- 


dner Bank of Germany, or SG 
Warburg, swallowed up by Swiss 
Bank Corporation, Mr Garrett 
said. He was speaking as Pem- 
ing announced a bounce-back 
in pre-tax profits to £l&Sm for 
the year to March, up from 
£134m the previous year, but 
not quite matching the £172m 
reported in 1995. A 14 per 
cent rise in the dividend takes 
it ro 25p a share for the year. 

The results would have been 
a record, bait for the scandal-hil 
Jar dine Fleming fund manage- 


ment joint venture in Hong 
Kong. Fleming saw its share of 
profits slump from £50 to 
£37.7m after JF was forced to pay 
out £114m to compensate in- 
vestors after a fund manager at 
the group was found to have di- 
verted deals for his own account 
The business had lost some 
customers, with funds under 
management dipping to just 
under S20bn (£l2bn) from a 
peak of around $22bn, but 
clients were coming back. Mr 
Garrett said. 


Errors hit First Choice for £8.6m 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 

First Choice Holidays. Britain's 
third-largest lour operator, re- 
vealed yesterday that it had 
taken an £8.t»m exceptional 
charge to cover accounting errors 
dating back over a two-year pe- 
riod. The charge increased the 
company's first-half operating 
loss to £33. lm compared with 
£25.7m the previous year. 

The company said that fol- 


lowing a review of its financial 
systems, the financial control 
function had been re-oiganised 
and strengthened with new per- 
sonnel recruited. 

First Choice, which ousted its 
chief executive Francis Baron 
last November following a 
breakdown in boardroom rela- 
tions. is developing a new busi- 
ness plan under the new chief 
executive, Peter Long. 

A foil review of operating ex- 
penses is being undertaken and 


the company said the benefits 
would be seen from- next year. 
It was now t akin g a lower-risk 
approach to the package holi- 
day business. 

Ian Clubb. First Choice's 
deputy chairman, said the wind- 
fall share gains from Halifax and 
Alliance &. Leicester building 
society conversions had yet to 
filter through to the holiday 
market. 

Reporting a 6 per cent in- 
crease in bookings for this sum- 


mer compared to last year us at 
21 June, the company said the 
biggest growth had been in 
iong-haui holidays. In the 
Mediterranean, holidays to 
Turkey had been growing fast. 

After cutting its full-year div- 
idend by a quarter in Decem- 
ber, the half-year payout is a 
third lower than last year at(J.9p 
per share. 

Pre-tax losses were £30.9m in 
the six months to 30 April 
against £23.4m previously. 


John Wfltoock 

The Securities and Investments 

Board yesterday threw its weight 

behind Economic Secretary He- 
len Liddells "name and shame" 
attack on companies which are 
dra ggin g their feet over pensions 
mis-selling. The SIB warned 
that companies which were slow 
to deal with claims would be 
dealt with “robustly ". 

Introducing the SIB's annu- 
al report for 1996/97. Sir An- 
drew Large, chairman, also 
welcomed the planned merger 
of the Bank of England's su- 
pervisory operation with three 
other regulators and the SIB as 
an “exciting opportunity”. 

Sir Andrew, who retires at the 
end of July, said the redesign of 
the system to regulate financial 
business would "benefit cus- 
tomers and the industry and 
that will provide continuing and 
justified confidence in the UK as 
a global financial services centre". 


The report said the agency 
had been involved in an un- 
precedented trans-national en- 
quiry into the Hamanaka 
copper scandal over the past 
year. It had also investigated 
more allegations of unautho- 
rised investment business than 
ever before. 

ITtc creation of a “super 
SIB” has been an important 
plank of New Labour policy, fu- 
elled by several high-profile 
banking collapses such as BCCI 
and Barings, which hit the Bank 
of England’s reputation for su- 
pervision. The move to take 
banking regulation away from 
the Bank has created tension 
between the Government and 
the Bank. 

In the report Sir Andrew 
criticised the two- tier system of 
Self Regulatory Authorities 
(SROs) introduced in the 1980s 
as flawed. He said the system 
framed by the Financial Services 
Act 19S6 to protect individual 


consumers and investors had led 
to duplication, inefficiency and 
delay. 

The chairman pointed to de- 
lays to the pensions review, 
caused bv the requirement for 
each of the front-line regulatore 
separately to consult their mem- 
bers on the SIB’s guidance. 

Sir Andrew also pointed to 
difficulties in .following up the 
consequences of major man- 
agement failures, such as Bar- 
ings and Morgan Grenfell, due 
to the need to co-ordinate the 
policies and actions of three or 
more independent regulatory 
and supervisory organisations. 

However. Sir Andrew said 
that, in spite of the inefficiencies 
caused by the two-tier system, 
over the past five years the reg- 
ulators had secured higher stan- 
dards in many areas. These 
included more effective regula- 
tion of firms by front-line SROs 
such as lmro and the SEA, 

The past few years had seen 



increasing levels of 
and competence m the UK s fi- 
nancial services industry, and 

the extension of individual reg- 
istration for financial advisers. 

The pensions mis-selling scan- 
dal figured highly in the report. 
Andrew Wincklcr. the^.IB s 
chief executive, warned: “The in- 
dustry now has no excuses for 
further delay. We will expect any 
failure to meet targets for com- 
pletion of case reviews to be dealt 
with robustly through the disci- 
plinary process." 

Turning to SIB s enforce- 
ment activities, the report said 
SIB was involved in “a major in- 
vestigation of great scope and 
complexity into the conduct of 
certain Financial Services Act 
regulated investment firms in 
world copper markets over re- 
cent years. This investigation 
continues and involves dose li- 
aison with criminal and regu- 
latory agencies in Japan, the 
USA, the UK and elsewhere. 


IN BRIEF V 

Finance director quits GrandMet 

Gerald Corbett, finance director of Grand Metropolian, is to leave 
the companv with a pay-otf of almost £60U,000. His departure 
had been expected after no suitable role had been found for him , 
at GMG Brands, the new company that will be formed from Uie 
proposed £23bn merger between GrandMet and Guinness. Mr 
Corbel l was paid a salary o! £2S5.000 last year and was on a two- 

year contract. . . . . 

’ However, the timing of his departure surprised some in the Uly 
who said that if the deal was blocked, GrandMet would find itself 
without a finance director. Mr Corbett lost out to Guinness s Phiup 
Yea in the battle for the finance director position at GMG Brands. 

He was offered the post of strategy director but turned it down. 

The company said he had since received “several offers . 

Profits slip at Lehman Brothers 

Confirming a downward blip last spring in Wall Street profits, 
Lehman Brothers revealed that its second quarter earnings this 
year slipped from DrsL quarter levels. Lehman, which in recent 
weeks has been widely seen as a takeover target, said its net earn- 
ings for the quarter totalled $12Im (£73rn). down from $144m 
in the first quarter. Even so. the second quarter earnings com- 
pared favourably with the same quarter last year, when they came 

in at SlOSm. . ~ „ 

“Overall, the first half of 1997 was a very .good one for the firm, 
commented Richard Fuld. Lehman s chairman and chief execu- 
tive. “Despite an extremely difficult trading and underwriting 
environment in March and April, the second quarter earnings 
reflect continued progress in building on Lehman Brothers position 
as a leading global investment bank.” 

Rhone deal creates global drugs business 

Rhone Poulenc, the French chemicals group which owns Fisons, 
is buying in the 32 per cenL it does not already own of Rhone Ruilenc 
Rorer, the Franeo-American drug company, for Fr25bn (£2_6bn). 
The move creates vet another global life sciences business in an 
industry characterised by large scale consolidation. Deals seen in 
the drugs industry over the last five years include the lakcoveroF 
Wellcome bv Glaxo, the spin-off of Zeneca from IO and the merg- 
ers of Pharmacia and Upjohn and Swiss groups Sandoz and Ciba. & 
Rhone Poulenc plans to spin off its chemicals, fibres and poly- 
mers side in preparation for a stock market flotation. 

MAM and Yorkshire call a truce 

Mercury Asset Management and Yorkshi re-Tyne Tees Television 
have called a truce in their bitter war of words over Granada 
Group's bid for the television company. MAM. one of Yorkshire's 
biggest institutional shareholders, has been vocal in its disap- 
pointment at Granada's £1 1.75 a share offer. MAM yesterday called 
Yorkshire, and both companies agreed to refrain from public com- 
ment about the issue. 

Thames and BBC sell Flextech shares 

Pearson's Thames Television subsidiary sold 4 million shares in 
Hextech. the cable and satellite programmer, at 6U5p each. BBC 
Worldwide Investments dispensed with 3.8 million shares at the 
same price. Flextech said it had requested the sale because of 
“considerable demand" from institutions in the UK and overseas. 

At the same lime, the company’s chairman. Adam Singer, bought 
50.000 shares at 605p. Pearson and the BBC continue to hold 4.8 
million and l.h million Flextech shares respectively. 

Dai-lchi executives indicted over payoffs ^ 

Four former executives of Dai-lchi Kangyo Bank have been in- 
dicted formating illegal payoffs. Tokyo prosecutors said that two 
former Dai-lchi Kangyo executives and two other former direc- 
tors of the bank made illegal payments of more than 1 1.7 billion 
yen (£i>2m) to an alleged corporate racketeer through an affili- 
ated finance company. 

US jobless claims down 

The number of new jobless claims in the US fell to 332.01 Hi last 
week, down from 346.000 the previous week. Bui the four-weekly 
average reached its highest level for six months, climbing to 338,750 
due to increases in the previous weeks. The latest stale level fig- 
ures showed declines mainly in the south, but also in California 
and New York. 

Glaxo sells US production unit 

Glaxo WellcomeS US subsidiary has agreed to sell its produc- 
tion facility in Greenville to Giulyiica Pharmaceuticals for £l50ra. 
Glaxo said that the proceeds from the sale would be used to re- 
duce group borrowings, and would help it achieve planned cost 
efficiencies. 
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Water regulator turns off the dividend tap 


COMMENT 


The big water and 
sewerage businesses 
hoodwinked Mr Byatt 
during his last price 
review in 1995, 
producing a regime 
which allowed bills to 
rise well above 
inflation and enabled 
companies to pay out 
huge amounts of cash 
to shareholders’ 


T he inckic-dawn effect. us applied to util- 
ity regulation, looks like having a par- 
ticulary nasty impact on the water industry 
even though the City did not quite seem to 
take it on board yesterday. 

Where Clare Spottiswoode or Ofgas and 
btephen Liitlechiid at Offer have already 
gone, Ian Byatt at Ofwat has decided to 
follow. Yesterday he dueiy spelt out what the 
water companies have seen coming for 
months which is why they have been splash- 
ing out cash on dividends with an abandon 
that borders on desperation. The party is 
finally over. 

The big water and sewerage businesses 
hoodwinked Mr Byatt during his last price 
review in 1995. producing a regime which 
allowed bills to rise well above inflation and 
enabled companies id pay out huge amounts 
of cash to shareholders. Between 1991 and 
1995 the real return in the water industiy 
never fell below 12 per cent. Even last year 
it was 11.45 percent, against Ofwai's target 
of 6-8 per cent. The latest round of dividend 
payouts has averaged more than 17 per cent. 
And all this in what Mr Byatt emphasised 
yesterday was a “low risk" industry. 

The industry can kick and scream as much 
as it likes - and the path to the MMC is lit- 
tered with corpses - but it now faces dou- 
ble figure price cuts from 2000 and stiff price, 
curbs in the years that follow. This is worse 
than anything the companies had predicted 
and enough to slash their profits by perhaps 
as much as 20 per cent. In short, Mr Byatt 


is going to “do a Spottiswoode," replicating 
the attack on British Gas which so publicaijy 
backfired on the company last week. 

But the outcome for water could be 
worse than in gas, or the electricity grid. In 
the latter cases the regulators argued today’s 
consumers were paying Lhrough the nose for 
tomorrow's investment programmes which 
must likely would cost a lot less. Yet the 
water industry now faces a continued mas- 
sive investment commitment and price cuts 
on top. 

Should the companies try to make the 
most of the present lenient regime by con- 
tinuing the dividend party, they will be clob- 
bered harder in the next one. If the regula- 
tor gets his way - and he undoubtedly will 
with strong policital support - then in three 
years’ time the industiy is going to hove quite 
a hangover. 

Railtrack escapes 
head-on collision 

M eanwhile in another part of the forest 
the Fat Controller was making up 
with the rail regulator. Sir Bob Horton is not 
best known for flinching from a fight. But 
even he cun see that when a runaway train 
is coming down the track the sensible thing 
to do Ls jump aside and then gel on board 
again when it has slowed down. 

The agreement Railtrack reached yester- 
day with John Swift OC is not the total 


climbdown the enemies of rail privatisation 
would like to depict it as. On the other hand, 
Railtrack has been left in no doubt who Mr 
Swift thinks should be in the driving seat. 

To recap, Mr Swift had threatened to pack 
Rail track off to the Monopolies Commission 
unless it agreed to amendments in its licence 
allowing the regulator Lo set mandatory tar- 
gets for meeting its 10 -year £16bn invest- 
ment programme. 

Sir Bob replied, not unreasonably, that it 
was Railtrack management and not the reg- 
ulator who were paid to exercise their 
commercial judgment as to what investment 
was needed and where. With a regulator 
breathing down its neck, it might indeed 
spend the sums allocated annually but it 
would not necessarily be good investment. 
Why spend £100 when you can get the job 
done for £80? 

The solution the two sides have come up 
allows each to claim a small victory, even 
though the strangulated prose of their joint 
statement is hardly an aid to comprehension. 
Railtrack has agreed that if it does not 
deliver on its investment programme then 
the regulator can penalise it. How well or 
badly it is performing will not be measured 
in terms of “input" - the amount invested 
- but by what son of output it delivers - by 
which they mean trains that run on time and 
as advertised. 

In return, the regulator has agreed that 
by amending Railtrack's licence he will not 
be imposing another layer of bureaucracy or 


putting himself in a position to second 
guess its judgement. The practical effect on 
Railtrack will be to toughen its investment 
programme - not just over the remaining 
four years of the current price control but 
over a 10-year period. That means more 
pressure on shareholder returns. It could 
have gone to the MMC to argue the point. 
But frankly with the lesson of British Gas still 
fresh in the memory, that would have been 
about as sane as standing in the path of an 
oncoming express. 

NatWest’s troubles 
are not over yet 

"XT at West Group will be hoping it has finally 
IN drawn a line over a truly horrible period 
in its affairs with its statement yesterday de- 
tailing what action is being taken over the 
options mispricing scandal. But having had 
its weaknesses so embarrassingly exposed first 
by the options fiasco, then the profits warn- 
ing, and finally the failed merger talks with 
Abbey National, it may not be that easy. 

The three page statement released yes- 
terday was hardly the fulsome “independent 
report" or mea culpa on the affair we had 
bran led to believe it might be. If this sets 
the tone for dealing with City scandals, what 
hope is there that Hambros will publish the 
results of the Norton Rose inquiry into the 
CWS affair? Not much seems to be the 
answer. 


To be fair on Nat West, there are 
good legal and commercial reasons for not 
publishing the findings in full. With regula- 
tors pushing full steam ahead with discipli- 
nary action and the possibility of criminal 
proceedings. NatRfest has plainly been con- 
strained in what it could say. 

Nor does it want to make itself a laugh- 
ing stock by disclosing in all its embarrass- 
ing detail the frill story of how Kyriacos 
Papouis duped his superiors. 

All the same, by leaving so many questions 
unanswered, NatWest is falling a long way 
short of offering the reassurance customers 
and shareholders require that all is now fine 
on the ranch. 

The rotten apple and the people who con- 
trolled biro have been removed, systems of 
control have been strengthened, and new top 
management h 3 S been installed. But it's 
dearly going to take some while to eradicate 
the culture of disregard that allowed this to 
happen. 

As for NaiWesi Group more generally, 
the underlying structural problem remains 
much the same. NatWest Markets is not big. 
strong or cohesive enough to play with the 
big boys, nor has NatWesi’s British retail 
banking operation been able to reinvent 
itself in the same way as Lloyds and Barclays 

In both market places, investment bank- 
ing and retail banking, NatWest is in dan- 
ger of being marginalised. The trials and 
tribulations of NatWest are by no means 
over yeL 


Debonair float 
to raise £25m 
for expansion 


Andrew Yhtes 


Three main shareholders in 
Debonair, induding the chair- 
man and chief executive. Franco 
Mancassola, stand to make a 
profit of more than £ 12 m when 
the cut-price airline floats on the 
fledgling European stock mar- 
ket. Easdaq, next month. Be- 
sides Mr Mancassola, Dr Wayne 
Stem, a director, and Anthony 
Silverman, a shareholder, stand 
to make a profit of more than 
£4m each. 

Debonair’s 500 private share- 
holders can also expect a wind- 
fall from the flotation, which wiD 
value the group at up to £ 1 10 m. 
It is raising up to £25 m. selling 
5 million shares priced at be- 
tween 400p and 500p each. 

■ Debonair only started flying 
planes last year. Since then it has 
expanded rapidly and now car- 
ries 60,000 passengers a month. 

From its UK base at Luton 
airport it flies to Barcelona. 
Copenhagen, Dusseldorf, Mad- 


rid, Munich and Rome. It will 
use the £25m to increase the fre- 
quency of its seivices and to fly 
to more destinations. “We will 
add new routes, buy new planes 
and keep a war chest for a rainy 
day. There is no such thing as 
an underfunded airline." said 
Mr Mancassola. 

As part of the expansion 
plan. Debonair is going to in- 
crease ils fleet from six to 10 air- 
craft within the next 12 months. 
It hopes to introduce flights to 
Scandinavia and southern Eu- 
rope in the next few years. 

Debonair lost £15m last year, 
a result of developing its net- 
work, but it hopes to make a 
profit by 1999. Mr Mancassola 
plans to take advantage of the 
growing deregulation of the 
European airline industry which 
has seen the emergence of sev- 
eral cheap airlines competing 
with established carriers. 

It is following in the footsteps 
of the Irish no-frills carrier, 
Ryanair, which has also an- 


nounced flotation plans. But Mr 
Mancassola believes Debonair 
is different from other cheap 
carriers. “We have much more 
generous leg room, we give 
free drinks and we are installing 
video -on-demand units, unlike 
other airlines I could mention,” 
he said. 

Mr Mancassola previously 
worked for Continental, help- 
ing the US airline to start up in- 
ternational airline links. 
Eventually he decided to set up 
his own airline. Discovery Air- 
ways, which operated out of 
Honolulu in Hawaii. When he 
sold that business seven years 
ago Mr Mancassola made, in his 
own words, “a decent profit". 
But the sale meant he was pro- 
hibited from setting up anoth- 
er American airline. That was 
when he decided to move bads: 
to Europe. 

“I decided that I did not 
want to play tennis of golf for 
the rest of my life and moved 
back to Europe instead," he 



Across the Tiber: Debonair flies to six destinations, including Rome, but the chairman and chief executive, Franco 
Mancassola, hopes to add new routes and buy more planes after the company floats on Easdaq 


said. With the help of Mr Sil- 
verman, who runs a US securi- 
business, he raised £ 14.5m to 
nd Debonair’s expansion. 
Mr Mancassola plans to meet 


l 


institutions over the next month 
to whip up support for the 
deal. The shares are likely to be 
listed on Easdaq at the end of 
next month. 


Debonair’s decision to float 
on Easdaq will be big boost to 
the market which has failed to 
spark the imagination of com- 
panies and investors alike and 


has only 10 members at present. 
“We wanted to join a European 
market because we are a Eu- 
ropean company," said Mr 
Mancassola. 


Millions lost 
in foul-up 
by Revenue 


Chris Godsmarfc 

Business Correspondent 

Fenny pinching on new com- 
puter systems by the Inland Rev- 
•enue has cost the government 
“many mill io ns" of pounds in 
lost tax revenues, according to 
a dam ning report to be pub- 
lished today by the National 
Audit Office. 

balsa revealed that a huge 
□umber of irregularities in the 
pay as you earn (PAYE) system, 
which collected £lQ5bn of tax in 
1995-96, were uncovered dur- 
ing dhecks by Revenue inves- 
tigators. Irregularities were 
uncovered in more than 76 per 
cent of the the 54,156 employ- 


temporary national system for 
some £20,000, the Revenue 
waited to construct a much 
wider compliance computer 
system, at a cost of £6.9m, 
which is not due to start work 
until April 1998. Worse still, 
according to the NAO, the 
Revenue “felt unable to esti- 
mate’' how much tax had been 
lost because of the delay. 

Though the compliance 
teams recovered £6 in unpaid 
tax for every £1 spent by the 
Revenue last year, the NAO 
also found widespread dis- 


reviewed and bro ught £ 290 m 
into government coffers in the 
form of unpaid tax, nati onal in- 
surance contributions and in- 
terest penalties. ’ 

The NAO reserved its 


**■*«“» » uccnon m tne ear- 
v TWOs not to spend £ 20,000 on 
a “simple” national database of 
“nptojers. As a result of the de- 
.oson local compliance units, 
which check companies’ tax as- 
sessments *- ■ -- J 


aessmems.nave been hampered 

by unnecessary, duplication of 
information. . = ' 

The report -found experi- 
ments by the Revenue in build- 
ing local' versions of the 
da ta b a se had raisedthe yield of 
investigators by 219 per cent in 
one case and 22 per cent in an- 
other. Had yields gone up by 
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. _Jhave raised £2.5m in ad- 
ditional taxes, ihe. new com- 
puters in the trials had slashed 
the amount of -time wasted by 
Revenue staff in- finding pro- 
ductive cases to review. 

Yet Instead of building a 


occupations. The proportion 
of employers visited varied be- 
tween different trades, though 
in many cases the level of ir- 
regularities uncovered was the 
same. 

Just 25 per cent of employ- 
ers in the construction industry 
were reviewed in 1995-96, 
though 80 per cent of the spot 
checks uncovered non-compb- 
ance with PAYE rules. In con- 
trast 62 per cent of mechanical 
engineering employers’ assess- 
ments had been reviewed, 
though they uncovered virtual- 
ly the same proportion of ir- 
regularities. On average each 
review carried out recovered 
£4300 in unpaid taxes. 

Surprisingly, the NAO found 
fish and chip shops beat ac- 
countants as the most law abid- 
ing occupations, though 
irregularities were still discov- 
ered in 54 per cent of reviews. 

The building industry 
emerged with its reputation as 
the biggest tax dodger mtatt. 
The worst offenders were 
equipment hire businesses, 
where S9 per cent of checks 
found irregulan ties, foDowed by 
civil engineering contractors 
and draughtsmen. 


Gates in way when Ellis on consults Oracle 


DAVID US BORNE 

New York 


When- Larry Ellison of Orade 
asks the mirror on the wall who 
is the richest and most power- 
ful of them all, he js still hear- 
ing “Bill Gates" and it drives 
him nuts: Now he is trying a vari- 
ation: “Who is the most gener- 
ous?" 

The famously combative Mr 
Ellison might have hoped that, 
challenged with that question, 
the mirror by now would be re- 
sponding with his name. On 
Tuesday, after all, he announced 
plans to spend SlOOm (£60m) 


to help put Network Comput- 
ers. or NCs, on the desks of 
school pupils all across Amer- 
ica. 

As it happens, however, Mr 
Ellison's chagrin must be 
stronger than ever. It seems that 
between him and Mr Gates 
another kind of rivalry has bro- 
ken out: who, between them, 
can win the race to claim the 
title as the Andrew Carnegie of 
the late 20 th century? 

And once again, Mr Ellison 

miracle man frtm*S^osoft- 
Also this week - in fact just 24 
hours before the Ellison an- 


nouncement - Mr Gates went 
public with a pledge of $ 200 m 
to be spent equipping schools 
and libraries with personal com- 
puters. Microsoft itself will pro- 
vide an additional $ 200 ra in 
software to libraries. 

Microsoft insists that its plan 
had been in the works for at 
least 18 months and that its un- 
veiling just hours before Mr El- 
lison's gesture was nothing 
more than an “unbelievable 
coincidence". 

At Orade, however, suspicion 
runs deep. The company is al- 
ready in a battle with Microsoft 
to promote the NC, a stripped- 


down appliance that draws 
power from a network, in place 
of PCs that mostly run on Mi- 
crosoft software. Officials be- 
lieve that they were deliberately' 
sandbagged by Microsoft. 

Mr Ellison himself said tartly 
on Tuesday: “It took Microsoft 
one year to respond to the In- 
ternet, six months to respond to 
the network computer and only 
six hours to respond to our do- 
nation”. Oracle’s president, 
Raymond Lane, described the 
Microsoft move, as “pretty 
tacky”. 

Regardless of what is driving 
them, the donations made by 


both men promise to open a 
new chapter in American phil- 
anthropy. For some years 
already, eyes have been fixed on 
Mr Gates in particular, whose 
personal worth on paper is 
some SISbn, far some sign of in- 
terest in giving instead of hoard- 
ing. 

The multi-billion-earning hi- 
tech industiy has long been 
seen as laggardly in charity 
work. CNN mogul Ted Turner 
said last year. “These new 
super-rich won’t loosen then- 
wads because they're afraid 
they’ll reduce their net worth 
and and go down the list." 


GUS plan 
to end 
catalogue 
of woes 

Andrew Yates 


Great Universal Stores, th 
catalogue retailer, plans a 
assault on the direct mail orde 
market in an attempt to revets 
the flagging fortunes of il 
home shopping division. 

Lord Wolfeon of Sunninf 
dale, chairman, also plans t- 
offer GUS customers persona 
loans and insurance products i 
a push to increase the size of h 
financial seivices division. 

“We are looking at new E 
nanrial services products. W 
could give loans of £3,000 to bu 
a car for example. Insurance 
mortgages and PEPS are also 
possibility,’' said Lord Woh 
son yesterday. 

GUS is launching four net 
catalogues this autumn whici 
will be distributed directly ti 
customers’ homes. The titles in 
dude a Disney catalogue sell 
ing characterised merchandis 
and another selling GUS’s owi 
Thomas Burberry clothing line 
A new sporty clothing range am 
a catalogue tor the more matur 
customer will also be sent out 
The move is designed lo captun 
a chunk of the direct mail max 
ket from competitors such a 
Next and N Brown. The direc 
mail market has been growini 
much faster than GUS’ tradi 
tional mail order business 
which sells catalogue item 
through a network of agents. 

The news came as GUS an 
nou need its first fall in annua 
profits for almost 50 years. Pre 
tax profits fell 2 per cent U 
£571 m. The main culprit was tin 
home shopping division whici 
had a disastrous year, with prof- 
its falling 17 per cent to £Lt4m 
Lord Wolfson likens GUS’: 
core mail order business to a su- 
pertanker that has gone of 
course. “We spent too muct 
money on reducing costs rathei 
than improve service. We an 
hopeful we can turn this large 
supertanker around but that \wB 
not happen ovenughL”he said 
yesterday. 
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Split Andersen facing 
showdown in New "York 


Roger Trapp 


The board of the international 
accounting and consulting firm 
Andersen Worldwide meets to- 
day in an effort to resolve the 
leadership crisis stemming from 
the partners twice rejecting its 
nomination for chief executive. 

The crunch meeting in New 
York follows the failure earlier 
this week of George Shabecn, 
head of the worldwide Ander- 
sen Consulting business, to se- 
cure the two-thirds majority 
necessaiy to succeed Larry 
Weinbacn, who stands down as 
head of the Chicago-based firm 
later this year. The blow comes 
just weeks after the 2,700 part- 
ners turned down the board’s 

recommendation of Jim Wadia, 

bead of the UK operation of the 
Arthur Andersen accountancy 
firm. 

Since the 27-strong board 
drawn from all parts of the or- 
ganisation has used up both ils 
candidates, noboefy is willing to 
predict the outcome of a gath- 
ering scheduled to run into to- 
morrow. “We’re in uncharted 
waters," one insider said. 


Ttying lo persuade Mr Wein- 
bacb, an architect of the origi- 
nal split, ro stay on is one 
option. But it is thought that Mr 
Weinbach, who is reportedly 
keen to pursue other interests 
outside the firm after eight 
years at the top, will take some 
convincing. 

The firm is seeking to play 
down suggestions that the im- 
passe results from tensions be- 
tween the two arms of the 
organisation by pointing out 
that both men had secured sim- 
ple majorities - though not the 
required “super majority" - in 
the polls. 

However, some outsiders be- 
lieve the problems are con- 
nected to a lengthy review of the 
future organisation of the firm, 
which employs more than 
100,000 people around the 
world and last year achieved rev- 
en ucs of S93bn (£5.7bn), almost 
exactly equally split between the 
two units. 

At a meeting in Paris earlier 
this year, the partners voted 
overwhelmingly against a more 
complete spin between the ac- 
countancy firm and the con- 


sulting operation, which was 
hived off in 1989. But It is 
known that some in the firm are 
irritated that the consulting 
aim, which has become associ- 
ated with large-scale informa- 
tion technology and outsourcing 
projects, increasingly finds itself 
competing for business against 
consultants from the accoun- 
tancy arm. 

Other observers, though, be- 
lieve the troubles may be more 
territorial and stem from part- 
ners in the United States earn- 
ing more than' their colleagues 
elsewhere in the world. 

Either way. the long-running 
and well-publicised troubles 
leave the normally coolly effi- 
cient Andersen open to accu- 
sations that it cannot be taken 
seriously as a business adviser 
if it cannot even choose its 
own chief executive. 

One insider admitted that the 
saga was bound to be dosely fol- 
lowed by other big six accoun- 
tancy firms that have long 
envied Andersen's apparent ef- 
fortless ability to grow strong- 
ly even at times of recession, but 
was not concerning cheats. 
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Turned down: Jim Wadia, 
head of the UK operation 

A spokesman for another 
leading firm of accountants 
and consultants said that the 
firm was paying the price for 
adopting a simple form of 
democracy. Mr Weinbach be- 
lieves that though an election in- 
volving such a large and 
spread-out electorate &**a dif- 
ficult and de manding process", 
it makes a new chief executive 
assured of the support of the 
other partners. 

At most other partnerships, 
senior partners simply emerge 
from gatherings of senior man- 
agers. Hitherto, it has been in- 
conceivable that partners in a 
successful professional services 
firm would reject the recom- 
mendation of the management 
on such an important issue 
once, let alone twice. 


Warning hits 
Intrum shares 


Cathy Newman 


The share price of Intrum 
Justitia, the largest debt col- 
lection business in Europe, 
plunged by almost 27 per cent 
yesterday after the company 
issued a profits warning. 

Intnim's shares dropped 
from 1253p to 92p at the close 
of trading, after the company 
said its first half profits would 
come in at around two-thirds of 
last year's level of £8.2m. Full 
year profit would also be below 


The company said that the 
UK’s emergence from the re- 
cession had reduced the op- 
portunities available to debt 
collectors. In Intium's French 
and German operations, the 
sluggish economy had caused 
problems. The strength of 
sterling also contributed to the 
difficulties. 

Pressures on trading would be 
eased if the Government in- 
troduced legislation to allow 
creditors a statutory right to in- 
terest on debt, the company 

added. John Langhom, UK 
group m anaging director, said 


he was much more confident of 
new laws now that Labour was 
in power. 

He added: “The market place 
has been very tough for some 
time, which is a feature of the 
fact that there are too many col- 
lection agencies chasing not 
enough work.” 

He said that in the UK the 
company had also been ham- 
pered by charging too little for 
the difficulty of the work. How- 
ever, he added: “We're being 
much more selective about the 
work we're taking on. "We've got 
to stop being busy fools and 
we've got to take on contracts 
at the right prices." 

Xatnmi is seeking improve- 
ments in its consumer division 
by appointing a new managing 
director. The previous manag- 
ing director, Peter Wilson, re- 
signed earlier this year. 

In France, Intrum isoptimistk: 
of changing its fortunes ^ with the 
recent acquisition of GRC, a 
French debt collector. Mean- 
while, in Germany, the arrival 
last April of a new managing di- 
rector, Joachim Qst, is expect- 
ed to improve the situation. 
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Brown’s £ 3 bn nod and wink recharges utility batteries 


Share spotlight 


share pries, pence 



Oil and wafer may not mn but 
it s a persuasive combination 
for the stock market. 

The water utilities could 
hardly believe their luck. Did 
Chancellor Gordon Brown . 
really intimate that the threat- 
ened windfall tax. would be no 
more than £ 3 bn? 

According to some reports 
that is what he told the busi- 
nessmen who bothered to at- 
tend his much-hyped business 
breakfast at No. 11 . 

So, if a little belatedly, it was 
a wash-and-brush-up day for 
water stocks as they put behind . 
them the dog days when die tax 
was seen as hitting £ 5 bn and, 
m some quarters, going much 
higher and becoming a regu- 
lar drip-drip on their profits. 

Comments from Ian Byatt, 
the water regulator, were also 
construed as being at least no 
worse than expected. 

Seven ’Brent surged 34 p to 
75 Z 5 p and Thames Water, 
the biggest of the water utili- 


ties, rose 25 p to 6915 p. Unit- 
ed Utilities gained 22 p 646 p; 
Yorkshire Hop to 28 pp and 
TOssex 18 - 5 p to 404 p. 

The remaining electricity 
groups also drew inspiration 
from the alleged Brown nod 
and wink. ScottishFowerman- 
aged a 13 p surge to 377 - 5 p and 
PowerGen put on 20 p to 721 p. 

Oils were buoyed by Opecs 
decision to hold daily produc- 
tion at 20.03 milli on barrels. 
Although the largely Arab oD 
production organisation has 
not the power and influence it 
enjoyed some years ago its pro- 
nouncements are seen as at 
least setting overall guidelines 
for the industry. 

British Feiraksnn, up23pto 
737 . 5 p, also drew strength 
from positive comments from 
SBC \terbuig and its assets ex- 
change with Norway's Stated. 

Shell gained 19 . 5 p to 
l, 258 - 5 p and Enterprise Ofl 
13 p to 682 J 5 p. 

The oil and utilities bounce 
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DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


provided sufficient impetus To 
give Footsie its third day on the 
uproad with a 17 . 9 -pomt gain 
to 4 , 657 . 9 . End-crf-quartcr in- 
stitutional window dressing 
also helped sentiment 

BG and Centriea remained 
on buyers lists; the tump of 
British Gas put on 25 p to 234 p 
and Centrica 125 p to 77 ip. 

Asda, on results, gained 
3 - 75 pto 125 . 75 p but Great Uni- 
versal Stores shed 4 L 5 p to 
623 Jp. 

Granada, still collecting flak 
over the terms of its bid for 
Iforfcshire-'fyiie Tees Televi- 
sion. tumbled 2 Sp to 819 p as 
HSBC took the shares off its 
buy list 

The stockbroker is said to be 


high' as 370 p last year, fell 9 p 
to a 239 p» a five-year low. 

Johnson Mattber, on its US 
analysts’ visit- gained 26 p to 
568 . 5 p. Renters, the informa- 
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wonied about the impact of the 
British Digital Broadcasting 
and Yoiksmre deals on earn- 
ings. Yorkshire fell 17 . 5 p to 


BSkyB's sad decline contin- 
ued with the shares falling a 
further 3 J 5 p to 455 _ 5 p. 

dyuwed international, the 
Aga cooker group, was another 
to feel the neat of Gty dis- 
content . 

There have been sugges- 
tions of institutional unrest 
over the management’s per- 
formance with some detecting 
ca ps for the departure of chair- 
man Gareth Davies. A number 
of analysts recently down- 
graded profit estimates. 

The shares, which were as 


in one-to-one meetings with 
analysts, fell 7 p to 634 p. 

BTR, helped by break-up bid 
peculation, gained lO.p to 
3 Kp. Rio Unto, the resources 
giant, lost 23 L 5 p to l, 061 - 5 p. 

Profit warnings again reared 
their ugly heads. Fashion 
groups Hamlet lost 32 p to 
39 . 5 p and Honeysuckle 5 - 5 p to 
14 p; engineer Graystone gave 
Up lip to 47 - 5 p and finance 
business lustrum Jnstjtia suf- 
fered a 33 . 5 p reverse to 92 p. 

SkyPharma’s US deals lift- 
ed the shares 6 p to 93 p. 
Zeneca, allegedtyon switching 
out of Glaxo Ttfeflcome (I 8 _ 5 p 
off at l, 259 p), moved 34 p 
higher to l, 970 p, just below its 
peak. 

. The recent finny in Ybang de- 
ck's Breway A! ^ares was ex- 


plained when Guinness Peat, 
the vehicle for New Zealand 
entrepreneur Sir RonBrierley, 

. disclosed ft had liftedits stake 
to 1531 per cent. The shares 
were unchanged at 697 _ 5 p. 

Guinness Peat has acquired . 
a reputation for moving in on 
seemingly impregnable family 
controlled groups. It bid un- 
successfully for the famfly- 
dominated garage and Burger 
King fast food group, 
Gowrings. Young, with a flat 
profit record, is run and dom- 
inated by foe Young family 
through the A’ shares and a 
block of unquoted shares. 

FLestech, the-TV group, fell 
75 pto 6143 p. Hie BBC and 
Thames Television, owned by ' 
Pearson, have cut their-stakes, 
selling nearly 8 million shares 
at 6 G 5 p through Gazenove and 
Memu Lynch. The two groups 
received Flextecb shares as 
payment for stakes in the UK . 
Gold and UK living TV chan- 
nels. 


D Stirrings in the quoted 
end of the IJoyd’s insurance 

markei. Bid hopes are nsmg 
with last week’s strike at the 

Malheson Lloyd's Investment 

Hnstbetiefed to be the first 
nf many Masthead Insurance 
Underwriting could be • toy 
get. The shares are at a v*p 

peak with the maitet in- 

trigned by a 500,000 cross at 
llL 5 p. The group, making ■ 
profits of around is . . 

capitalised at£ 50 m- 

□ Owen & Robinson, the 

stores chain taking over Ofex 

retailer Capolito Roma, failed 
to score any short-term bene- 
fit from an investment pre- 
sentation. The shares Wl lp 
to 9 . 25 p despite positive nois- 
es to the assembled company, 

□ Property group SaJfeJtand 
has nndgwl its stoke in David 
Glass Associates to 22A8 per 
cart. It nurses plans for joint 
deals. Glass held at 1203 p. 
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business 


Keeping it simple works for Asda 

The Investment Column 


J udging by yesterday's results from 
Asda, Archie Norman, its part-time 
chairman, has plenty of time to take 
on the lost causes of the Tory party. 
Things at Asda are rolling along just 
fine. The store group's sprightly sales 
growth Iasi year adds credence to its 
claims that slicking to “simple shop- 
keeping” and low prices rather than 
branching out into cosily unknowns like 
banking is a sound strategy. 

Asda's like-for-iike sales growth at 
9.2 per cent certainly outshines Salis- 
bury's 3.2 percent. With practically no 
inflation over the last six months, 
most of that has been pure volume. 

Of course Asda is still catching up 
with more mature peers, hut its former 
“disasda” lag is now a distant memory. 
With players like Kwik Save weaken- 
ing. the group continues to pinch mar- 
ket share, taking another 1.1 
percentage points to reach 11 per 
cent last year. 

The group is also benefiting from 
what it calls “truly different" stores. For 
one thing, Asda's shops arc bigger, at 
around 45,000-55,000 square feet com- 
pared to around 27.000 for Tcsco and 
Sainshuiy. giving it more space to 
devote to’ higher growth non-groceries. 

The “George" clothing brand has 
been a particular success, with toddler 
and baby wear sales up 32 per cent com- 
pared to just 2 per cent for the mar- 
ket. Volume sales per square foot arc 
as good as Next or Marks & Spencer, 
but with half the labour and distribu- 
tion costs, Asda can afford to sell 
clothes at 20 per cent below high 
street prices. The group reckons it can 
double its clothing sales - currently 5 
per cent of turnover - to £800m in a 
few years and increase its share of the 
children's clothes market from 7 to 10 
per cent by the year end. 

There are concerns. One is that with- 
out a major move into branded services 
like banking and even a loyalty card 
(though that is likely to come) the group 
may suffer in the longer term. The issue 
is pertinent now that Archie Norman, 
who has been so effective in promot- 
ing the Asda name through headline- 
grabbing campaigns on the net book 
agreement and aspirin prices, will be 
spending more time in Parliament 
and less in Asda’s boardroom. 

The jury is still out on the new man- 
agement Equally, Asda may not have 
the hypermarket sector to itself if 
Tesco begins expanding in that area. 
Meanwhile it is getting harder for the 
group to expand, given the lack of 
greenfield sites in the south, where it 
is still not well represented and land 
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prices are high. Analysts' profit fore- 
casts range from £375m at SGST to 
£39 7m at BZW. The shares, up 3.75p 
to 125.75p. are on a forward p/e ratio 
of 14, still lower than Sainsbury on 15 
limes, bdt about right. 

Waste paper a 
drag on BPB 

T he cynics will say it was more than 
fortuitous that BPB, Europe's 
biggest plasterboard group, 
should choose last year to move to av- 
erage from year-end exchange rates. 
The £10Jm boost to profits provided 
by the accounting change neutralised 
a £10m downturn at the group's re- 
cycled paper operation, which chalked 
up a £3m deficit in the year to March. 
As a result, group profits before ex- 
ceptional gains of £14 Jm rose 9.4 per 
cent to f 175m last year, a growth rate 
that would hove been more like 3 per 
cent without the change. 

But that is probably unfair Lo BPB. 
which has turned in a very respectable 
performance against a dire European 
building materials market over the past 


two years or so. The paper problems, 
caused by a slump in prices, ferocious 
competition made worse by the 
pound’s strength and a plant break- 
down, are set to continue for six 
months at least. 

The business is back to break-even, 
helped by a recovery in prices, and BPB 
is moving to cut costs and capacity, with 
two plants being sold or dosed and an- 
other under review. But even so, the 
drag caused by waste paper means an- 
alysts are not expecting the paperboard 
division as a whole to rise above last 
year’s £13.4m profits, down a quarter 
on the previous year. 

That said, the main plasterboard to 
insulation products building materials 
division put in another strong under- 
lying performance. Operating profit 
was up 7.8 per cent to £153m or 15 per 
cent when currency effects are stripped 
ouL Plasterboard sales volumes up 8 
per cent compare well with other 
building materials groups and, al- 
though a price rise m November has 
not stuck, divisional margins fattened 
by 1 point to 13.1 per cent. 

More price rises are in store for Sep- 
tember and the first £5m of the ex- 
pected £10m annual cost savings from 
the £53m state-of-the-art plasterboard 


Asda: At a glance 


Market value: £3.71bn, share price 125.75p 
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plant in Berlin should kick in this year. 
So the fundamentals remain intact at 
BPB. Plasterboard consumption in 
Europe has a Jong way lo catch up with 
US levels and profits of £185m remain 
in sight for the current year, putting 
the shares, down 2p at 333p, on a for- 
ward p/e ratio of 14. Fair value. 

GUS will take 
some waking up 

W hen Lord WoUson of Sun- 
oingdale took the helm at 
Great Universal Stores from 
his cousin last September, he was 
charged with reawakening the sleeping 
catalogue giant. That is easier said than 
done. Pre-tax profits, ignoring excep- 
tional VAT refunds, fell 2 per cent to 
£549.1m in the year to March. To be fair, 
the strength of the pound more than ac- 
counted for this slump, wiping nearly 
£22m off the bottom line. Silt that can- 
not disguise the fact that home shopping 
profits tumbled from £187m to £I5Sm. 

GUS’s core agency catalogue busi- 
ness is in sad decline. Its customers are 
being lured by the plethora of out-of- 
town stores springing up all around the 
country. Retail chains such as Next are 
also rapidly expanding their own mail 
order businesses. Wolfson admits GUS 
was guilty of neglecting service by cut- 
ting costs to the bone ami is now ^plash- 
ing out on more staff to remedy the 
problem, but agency profits look set to 
fall further. 

Consequently GUS has decided to 
cut out the middle man or woman and 
develop a direct mail order business, 
using its extensive database to target 
customers and then send appropriate 
catalogues straight to their homes. 
But the initiative is only in its early 
stages and wQl not be a major con- 
tributor for some years. Az least Ex- 
perian and Direct Marketing 
Technology, its two new US acquisitions 
which provide customer information for 
credit card and retail companies, should 
boost earnings in the current year. 

The shares fell 413p to 623 Jp yes- 
terday as analysts rushed to slash cur- 
rent year profit forecasts on home 
shopping fears. Estimates had ranged 
from around £600m to £625m, but the 
broker SGST is now looking for prof- 
its of £575m, before any further tax 
credits, putting the shares on a prospec- 
tive multiple of 16. That still looks a 
full rating, even after the sharp fall in 
the share price. 


Fashion victims, look 
out fir the clothes police 

People & Business 


Perhaps it's something to do 
with Archie Norman going off 
to be rhaiimwm of the 
Conservative Party, 
traditionally the party of law 
and order. Asda, where Mr 
Norman is non-executive 
chair man , is launching its own 
“clothes police”. 

The supermarket group has 
declared a clothing amnesty 
and is sending its police into its 
stores to “arrest” people who 
pay over the odds for fashion. 

Asda operatives yesterday 
unveiled a life-size cardboard 
cut-out of George Davies, the 
former bead of Next, wearing 
a “clothes police” cap and T- 
shirt After leaving Next Mr 
Davies built up and sold his 
own company. The George 
Davies Partnership, to Asda, 
which now markets the 
George range of clothing. 

Journalists and analysts 
were presented with ties and 
scarves from the George 
range. The writers packed 
their booty away while the 
analysts donned their ties 
immediately- Yet another 
example of City shoit- 
termism. 

Mr Norman was reluctant 
to answer questions on the 
election, saying: “We don’t 
want to get depressed. This is 
a story about success.” 

Significantly perhaps, every 
Asda member of staff was 
wearing a first-person name 
badge - except Mr Nonnan. 
Mentally, he's already in 
Smith Square. 

Here's a joke doing the 
rounds at Goldman Sachs: 
There’s a rumour that 
Gordon Brown, the 
Chancellor, is going to 
impose a national insurance 
surcharge on six-figure “fat 
cat” bonuses. Goldmans, 
however, is very relaxed 
about it. According to an 
insider “It doesn’t affect us. 

It would only hit us if it was 
seven figures.” 

Lord Forte has put his 
splendid pile in Ripley, 

Surrey, up for sale, 1 hear. 

The extensive estate includes 



No dummy: George Davies 
sold his company to Asda 

a large stately home and two 
farms, although the 
prestigious Ryde Farm dairy 
attached to the estate is being 
closed down. The whole lot 
can be yours for a mere £Sm. 
You'd better hurry before a 
Goldmans partner snaps it up. 

BPB, formerly British Plaster 
Board, may sound like a 
boring company, but the 
Messianic zeal of its Gallic 
chief executive, Jean-Pierre 
Cimy, more titan makes up 
for this lacklustre image. 

Yesterday Mr Cuny once 
again extolled the virtues of 
his product, which dominates 
the American market, while 
being rather less popular in 
the UK and on the Continent 
He said he was not trying to 
glamourise his puoduct, but 
mat “at BPB we believe in 
God and plasterboard”. Not 
bad for the man who once 
described hims elf as “the BiDy 
Graham of plasterboard”. 

Wimbledon may resemble the 
Great Flood at the moment, 
but Ian Byatt, head of Ofwat, 
is not grumbling at missing 
the tennis. Yesterday a 
journalist remarked to the 
water supply Czar that 
although tiie weather was 
dismal, it should mean the 
end of hosepipe bans for this 
summer: “Al least Thames 


Water are now off the hook.'’ 

To which Mr Byatt replied: 
“It’s not just Thames Water. I 
wake up on a weekend when 
it’s raining with a spring in my 
step." 

Lord Rothschild is going to 
have even more time to 
decide how to spend the 
National Lottery money, as 
he is retiring as a director of 
St James's Place Capital, the 
financial group he built with 
Mark Weinberg. 

But he’s still heavily 
involved with the group), as he 
is becoming president of 
SJPC- He has found that 
chairing the committee which 
decides where the lotteiy 
millions should go has 
become a far more time- 
consuming and onerous task 
than was anticipated. 

Lord Rothschild has 
another nine mouths to go on 
the lottery committee and Mr 
Weinberg says he’s 
“enormously busy with it”. 

Al the same time there are 
other boardroom changes 
stemming from the plan, 
announced several months 
ago, for J Rothschild 
Assurance Holdings fJRAH) 
to become a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of SJPC. SJPC said 
William Wellesley was to 
resign as a director, while 
Michael Wilson, chief 
executive of JRAH, would 
become an executive director 
of SJPC 

The Freight Transport 
Association can announce a 
technological triumph - it has 
invented time travel That is 
the only explanation for a 
press release which has just 
plopped onto my desk: 
“Chancellor Brown’s Budget; 

2 July 1997; Transport 
Industry’s Response.” Either 
Dr Who has joined the FIA 
or Peter Mandelson has one 
hell of a leak to track down. 

John Wiilcock 
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Selling shares? 
Invest in 
technology. 


Now get an the Information Super Higiway with Dell. 
High performance Internet ready, mulnmedu 
Dlmension^syyems starting from £ 1.149 f £ 1 . 379.45 
tnc del 4 VAT) . You cam afford nor to call DelL 

Ban t. Iin ,01344 724611 

PFJIVHV! T» order eallaat www.dtell.cotett/vk 





’gig is 

BMT" S£ 

rttaco iCEuo iiao ate 


m in 


oeu. 


•IT 0NLINI TO THI HUMUS ONI 


1 Rock IM Tmti Ltd 

laaa, nagantCnfes. D 

M ite» «» awstteeteo* p»i) 

rasRteiw.ac ss ^ m 


I 1 AF let *iBtea 



"SS? fflS 

issr 1 

IlGteaUalMkl 

BC ii B u »^i nfli iiiBMd.q ateH i M daniFa 

bS 1 W 



•m 1 

B, Jid 



FT 


FINANCIAL TIMES 
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FINSTAT - instant PC access to Financial Times Statistical data. 
For further information, call Leeanne Gilliar at FT Information 
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sport 


Tyson troubled by onslaught of doubt 





Mind game: Mike Tyson's tortured mien at a press conference in Las Vegas earlier this week Wits at the inner turmoil which may undermine his heavyweight title challenge 


Photograph: Gary Hershom/Reuter 


M ore attention should 
have been paid to tbe 
twists and turns of a 
long conversation Mike Tyson 
had with reporters last No- 
vember, shortly before Evander 
Hoiyfield stopped him in 11 
rounds for the World Boxing 
Association heavyweight cham- 
pionship. 

With hindsight there was 
- enough in Tyson's demeanour 
to suggest not only serious dis- 
regard for HolyfieJd’s warrior in- 
stinct but an erosion of the grim 
purpose that had spread terror 
throughout the division. 

If technical shortcomings and 
neglectful preparation ~ con- 
tributed to Tyson’s downfall 
there was also a sense of uncer- 
tainty. it lingers, and Tyson's 
claimed commitment to family 
life, the emphasis he places on 
the future well-being of his chil- 
dren, may be as relevant to the 
outcome of tomorrow’s 
rematch here as the resultsof at- 
tempted improvement 


At this stage of his career 
Tyson may well be in conflict with 
the inner man. troubled by ma- 
turity. at odds with tbe primitive 
instinct that was central to his 
violent progress in the ring. 
Where Tyson once scorned the 
possibility of defeat he now 
accepts that Hoiyfield could 
heat him again . “If it happens HI 
carry on fighting,” he told friends 
and close associates this week. 
“It would not be the end forme.” 

Maybe not, but those are not 
the words of a man still com- 
mitted to tbe rough and tumble 
of prize-fighting. They are those 
of a man who asks questions of 
himself. “Sometimes I wonder 
why 1 am doing this,” he said, 
“but what else* is there? Even 
now, after all I have been 
through, I don’t know exactly 
what I want to do. I enjoy my 
kids and I want to make a dif- 
ference with them. My children 
are all I have. It [family life] is 
relatively knew to me. Wives are 
human, they may run off with 


The outcome of tomorrow’s world heavyweight title bout may 
hinge on the state of mind of a challenger whose powers of 
intimidation are waning, writes Ken Jones from Las Vegas 


other people. But you have to 
take care of your children. They 
are always there. Fro glad that 
I have them at this stage of my 
life, because they are at an age 
when they really don’t know 
what goes on in this business. 

“My children know what I da 
But 1 think of it as their future. 
Eveiy time 1 get into the ring it 
helps their future. Every fight 
means a different future for 
them. They cried when I lost to 
Hoiyfield. But they saw 1 was 
OK, so they didn’t trip up on 
that too much." 

Tyson’s mentor. Cus D’Am- 
ato, is still around in the form 
of memory. “Cus was a great 
emotional teacher," he said. 
“We learned from him not to 
take anything personally as far 
as the job was concerned. This 
is our Ufe. We have much more 


than boxing. I believe that 
boxing is the best sport in the 
world, but I can’t get caught up 
in defeats, because that is what 
life is all atxniL” 

No longer true to a formula 
of establishing superiority 
through intimidation, Tyson is 
unquestionably less of a force 
than be was, and the feeling 
grows that Hoiyfield has his 
measure. 

Doubts may be crowding in 
on Tyson as they do on practi- 
cally everyone who is required 
to arrive at a conclusion about 
the contest. Holyfield’s appar- 
ent confidence, the coolness be 
exhibited on Wednesday when 
speaking at a press conference 
attended by hundreds of media 
representatives, has become 
important in tbe reckoning. 
But for many of us it still comes 


back to the true state of Tyson's 
mind and whether the return of 
Richie Giachetti as trainer has 
brought about improvements in 
technique and attitude. 

In that respect there is very 
little to go on but the careless 
words of a sparring partner 
may prove significant. “Today. 
Mike was good.” And yesterday 
and all those other days? One 
question begets another and 1 
still do not know where I am 
with this. When did a heavy- 
weight championship fight raise 
so much speculation? 

When asked about the first 
fight, Tyson said : "Basically, 1 
didn’t know what 1 was doing out 
there. I thought I'd won, then 1 
realised that Hoiyfield was the 
winner. It was all very confusing 
but that's in the past, history.” 

Ftrhaps Tyson draws strength 


from mis tru sting people gener- 
ally and the realisation that his 
present situation in life, his past 
successes in boxing and his pros- 
perity, prove merely that noth- 
ing is for ce rtain . “Everyone is 
against us [his organisation],” he 
said. “Nobody is on our side. 
Corporations are against us. 
Systems are a gains t us. The 
media is against us, but we are 
still in there figh ting, still doing 
well. I don’t want to be on tele- 
vision shows, to make out that 
Fm friendly with those people. 
I don’t want to pretend to know 
them. Tbe people I care about 
know me. AO the media has 
done is hurt me and my family.” 

Tyson’s past rises up before 
him. Scandal after scandal cul- 
minating in conviction for rape 
and a prison sentence. He 
speaks of being ripped off by 
lawyers and conned by a group 
who took $250,000 for the con- 
struction of a mosque and then 
left town with the money'. “No 
one knows me. What has hap- 


pened in my life makes me the 
person I am. I'm the only one 
who knows me. I’ve been tak- 
en advantage of all my life. I’ve 
been abused I’ve been dehu- 
manised I've been humiliated. 
I’ve been betrayed. And Fm still 
angry and bitter about it. But 
you can't progress unless you lei 
that go. It keeps you sharp to 
be revengeful but it also keeps 
you broke. History proves that 
the only person in boxing who 
really struggles is the fighter." 

What Tyson appears to be 
struggling for is a renewal of the 
powers that made most of his 
contests a foregone conclusion. 
■ Nevada boxing officials are 
to hold an emergency meeting 
to consider a protest by Tvson’s 
camp over the appointment of 
Milch HaJpern as referee, be- 
cause of his handling of the first 
fight against Hoiyfield last No- 
vember. The commission has 
been told that Tyson was upset 
over Halpem’s handling of head 
buns in the fighL 
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Sarah Bullen held 
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Bullen would have ndden U>e 
stallion at Windsor, but she K 
the organiser of that evert and 
knew it would 
ride there as well. 
made the long journey to nde 
her horse at this northern most 
three-day event in Britain. 

Bullen overtook Darrell 
Scaife. who had held the Itead 
on the grey mare Rwnf. 
zler. “The last time I was in the 
lead here after the dressage, l 
fell at the last cross-country 
fence so 1 don't know that it 
bodes well.” said Scaife before 
he was overtaken. 

Scaife rode the seven-year-, 
old at Windsor in May- but she 

struck into herself on the cross- 
counirv and had to be pulled up. 
“She is still quite green, so we 
thought we’d give her a jolly in 
Scotland.” Scaife said. 

Chris Bartlc. the long-time 
leader, is now equal third on Os- 
car— who will, he reckons, face 
a tough test in tomorrow’s 
cross-country. Yesterday's scud- 
ding clouds brought some heavy 
showers and some stretches of 
ground (particularly the pud- 
ding-like uphill climb after 
fence five) will make it a test of 
stamina as well as jumping. 

Terry Boon, who is leading in 
the national two-star section on 
Into Overdrive, is equally well 
aware that the course will be a 
serious test of fitness. His 
10-year-old mount, who show- 
jumped for 10 years before 
turning to eventing this spring, 
has a wonderful record so far 
having won his first six events 
in his new discipline. 

“He has enough scope fur 
jumping the fences.” Boon said. 
“He also has a big stride and is 
able to get into a rhythm and 
keep iL” These should prove 
useful attributes tomorrow. 

Results, Digest, page 29 



llott revels in swing conditions 
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Cricket 

HENRY BL0FELD 
reports from Southend 
Derbyshire 142; Essex 157-2 


Sou th church Park was a bleak 
enough spot for most people as 
the cold wind blew fiercely all 
day. but one man who will have 
enjoyed it was Mark llott Bowl- 
ing from the Northumberland 
Road end, he had swept aside 
the Derbyshire batting by mid- 
afternoon, taking 7 for 59. 

It was raining just about 
everywhere else in England, 
but for some strange reason this 
corner of Essex was fairly dry. 


The pitch was green, the ball 
swung and moved off the seam 
and batting was a precarious 
business until Stuart Law played 
as only he can on a damp, un- 
welcoming evening. 

Phillip DeFreitas won the 
toss and derided to bat al- 
though the surface had that look 
about it which would have 
prompted a fair number of cap- 
tains to field first, riott was able 
to swing the ball nastily back 
into the right hander. 

It was evidence of this that 
four of his right-handed victims 
were out leg before. Bowling left 
arm over the wicket he would 
have had to have brought the ball 
back into the bat i! he was to get 
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floodlit Oval 
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You may have shown your stall on the pilch 
time and time again. You might even be an 
expert at FIFA 97. But to make tbe grade as 
a football manager requires a rare 
combination of leadership, judgement and 
football sayyy. 

FIFA Soccer Manager's revolutionary 
Artificial Intelligence ensures that every 
action you take influences the run of play. All 
the divisions from live of Europe's lop 
leagues make me most comprehensive 
management game around. But lail to make 
the most ol your resources and you'll be 
hanging up your bools lor good. 

FIFA Soccer Manager - Worth the 
pain for a $ lapse of the glory. 
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DAVID* LLEWELLYN 


Floodlit cricket certainly came 
to The Oval last night. Around 
the flooded outfield, pools of 
water, which had formed fol- 
lowing a day of torrential rain, 
glistened under £40,000-worth 
of lighting which was to have 
brought one-day cricket in Eng- 
land out of the dark ages. 

The weather deterred the 
hoped for thousands of fans 
from attending what was to 
have been the first AXA Life 
, Sunday League match staged 
under lights in this country. 

As the Surrey and Notting- 
hamshire players kicked their 
heels in the dressing-room the 
match was abandoned, and of- 
ficials were left counting the 
cost of trying to pul on so am- 
bitious a show, given the fick- 
le nature of the weather in this 
country. 

“We never set out for this to 
be a financial bonanza." Paul 


Sheldon, the Surrey chief ex- 
ecutive, said. “we merely want- 
ed to pioneer something new. 
It was always intended to be a 
break-even operation." 

The costs of between 
£8Q,iXK)-£ 1 00,000 were covered 
either by sponsorship for the 
lights, or through the club's in- 
surance scheme. 

“So much effort has gone into 
this trom the behind-the-scenes 
people and it's not fair that we 
couldn't be given a chance even 
to get started," the Surrey man- 
ager. David Gilbert, said: 

With forecasts of further rain 
overnight the club feared that 
The Ova! outfield would be 
damaged when the mobile 
cranes used to erect the lights 
moved off the waterlogged turf. 
■ Australia's hopes of match 
practice before nexi week’s 
third Test against England were 
thwarted for a second successive 
day at The Parks as play against 
British Universities was a^ain 
washed out. b 


an Ibw decision in his favour. In 
these conditions and at this lev- 
el. llott can be a giant: on bland 
Test pilches against better bal- 
ling, he has not found it so easy. 

He began Derbyshire’s 
downfall in his third over. 
Matthew Vandrau came for- 
ward to the third ball and, play- 
ing no stroke, was Ibw. Two balls 
later. Chris Adams tried to dri- 
ve through the off side and was 
caught behind. 

For a time, there was solid re- 
sistance from Adrian Rollins, but 
after a shower had claimed five 
overs, he drove at Ashley Cow- 
an and was picked up low and 
with ease by his brother, Robert, 
behind the wicket for Essex. 
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After a flourish by DeFreitas 
at the end, the Derbyshire in- 
nings ended in the 48lti over. De- 
von Malcolm, who had helped 
him add 28 for the last wicket 
limped off after being struck on 
the left foot by llott. A X-ray 
showed only bruising, although 
be did not field, let alone bowl. 

Essex soon lost Graham 
Gooch, who cannot find his 
touch, and Darren Robinson. 
This let in Law, who began to 
bat as if the pitch was the best 
in the world. A succession of 
glorious strokes flowed off his 
bat, and he reached 50 in n 9 
balls with eight fours and found 
a resourceful partner in Paul 
Prichard, who also reached 50. 
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The losers who picked six winners 


There is a romantic myth float- 
ing around in racing that, when 
it comes to betting, punters 
are a communal array battling 
together against the common 
enemy, the bookmaker. Anyone 
who wants to cling to this view 
must exit their bookmakers and 
nip next door to W H Smith for 
the latest Mills A Boon. Face In 
this game, it is punters versus 
punters and bookmakers versus 
bookmakers. 

The bookmakers know this. 
For every £100 they take in bets, 
about £70 is returned to the 
punters. The bookmakers com- 
pete with each other to attract 
business. And the punters vie 
among themselves for the 
largest slice of that £70, 

The professional gambler 
knows this. When he charges to 
the on-course boards book- 
maker to get the 5-2 about a 
horse which is shortening to 2- 1 


elsewhere, it is other punters, 
not bookmakers, that gel 
knocked out of the way. 

It is no different with pool 
betting. And nothing illustrates 
that bookmakers are competing 
with each other - and that pun- 
ters arc at each other's throats 
-better than the row this week 
between the Tote and William 
Hill over the Tote Jackpot at 
Warwick on Tbesday. 

The Jackpot, after mounting 
excitement following a number 
of days when no one picked all 
six wimuns and ihe money in the 
pool was carried over to the next 
day, eventually paid out a dis- 
mal £5,664 to a £1 stake. A start- 
ing-price accumulator with a 
bookmaker would have netted 
£8,682. 

William Hffl, in particular, are 
determined that these figures 
should not pass unnoticed. John 
Brown, the firm's managing di- 


Ian Davies on the lessons that punters 
can leam from the Warwick Jackpot row 


rector, has attacked the Tote, 
particularly over the difference 
between the advertised total 
pool (£879,499) and actual 
amount paid out after the Tote's 
29 per cent deduction. Brown 
said: “They (the Tote] mislead 
people. They pul out m the pa- 
per there was £850, 000-odd in 
Lhc pool to be won, but there 
never was. it was only £600,000 
to be won." 

Rob Harnett, tbc Tote's pub- 
licity director, responded: “We 
are not ping to allow them to 
pour cold water on something 
that has been good for racing 
and the betting industry. As the 
amount grew over the past 
week, it generated genuine ex- 
citement outside, as well as in, 
racing, and that can only be 


good for the sport and the bet- 
ting industry." 

The truth is that the idea that 
the bigger the carry-over the bet- 
ter a wager a Jackpot becomes 
is wrong. Six-horse accumulators 
are not. in themselves, a shrewd 
form of betting- they are the an- 
tithesis of the professional gam- 
bler's preferred investment - the 
on-course, therefore tax-free, 
win single. 

Accumulators on six races of 
the Tbie’s choice become at- 
tractive oniy if there is an ex- 
cellent chance of the eventual 
payouL being far greater than its 
starting-price equivalent. 

That does not happen simp ly 
because the Jackpot pool has 
swelled in size. It occurs when 
the amount of "dead money" in 


the pool - the carry-over - is 
bigger in proportion to the 
amount of live money going into 
the pool that day. 

For example, at Windsor on 
16 June, there was a cany-over 
of £10,437.61, but only an extra 
£3,298.95 entered the pool that 
day. If the card had not looked 
so difficult that day, it would 
have been an excellent occasion 
on which to have a go. 

Conversely, the next day at 
Ascot, the dead money carry- 
over of £13,736.56 was 
swamped by an additional 
£32^4832 in live money going 
into the pool. The pool was big- 
ger, but the value had gone and 
the shrewd punter should have 
departed hot on its heels. 

The Tote Jackpot is often the 
best proposition in its early 
stages, when a cany-over of 
around £10,000 is insufficient to 


only doubles in size. Even then. 
If the card the Tble selects is 
tricky, bearing in min d the 
Tote's 29 per cent take out, it 
can be a dodgy bet and is best 
left to the mugs. 

And mugs are what the suc- 
cessful punter has to regard och- 
er punters as being. 

If punters collectively beat the 
bookmakers they would go out 
of business and the game would 
be over. That is not going to 
happen. Whatever the punter's 
angle, be h a new source of in- 
formation, form-book study or 
using time figures, the book- 
makers adjust their odds ac- 
cordingly mid the games goes 
on. Fbrever. 

Remember, bookmakers pay 
out £70 for every £ 100 they take 
in. The trick is to make sure you 
get more than your fair share of 
that £70. Much more. 

■'today's Jackpot »ai Newmarket 


Wyatt forced to stay on as Tote chairman Ante-post on antenatal 


Lord Wyatt’s 21 -year tenure as 
Tote chairman was extended 
past his 79jh birthday yesterday 
when he was re-appointed for 
another month. In yet another 
twist to a remarkable saga, he 
will remain at the helm of the 
pool-betting organisation until 
the end of July while the Home 
Office resolves his successor. 

The delay by the Home Of- 
fice would suggest that Maurice 
Lindsay, chief executive of the 
Rugby Football League, is still 
under consideration for the 


£75.000 a year post, along with 
the long-time front-runner Pe- 
ter Jones, a former British 
Horseracing Board director. 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Bint Afbaatflya 
(Newmarket 430) 

NB: Surprise Mission 
(Newcastle &45) 

Wyatt, whose term has al- 
ready been extended by two 
months, was expected to retire 


on Monday with the identity of 
his successor known. But the 
Home Secretary, Jack Shaw, has 
been unable to make a choice. 

Lindsay said: “ 1 am aware of 
the speculation but I have nev- 
er commented on the issue and 
my position remains the same. 
I have absolutely no comment 
whatever to make." 

The Rugby Football League 
insist that Lindsay is staying on 
as its chief executive. David 
Callaghan, of the RFL, said: 
“His position is quite clear. Mr 


Lindsay remains as the chief ex- 
ecutive of the RFL and he has 
not been offered any other po- 
sition outside the sport.” 

■ Torrential rain in West Sus- 
sex is causing concern for offi- 
cials at Goodwood who are 
due to stage one of their pop- 
ular evening meetings tonight 
The elerfc of the course, Rod 
Fabricius, said: “Following two 
and a half inches of rain in the 
last 36 boms the course suffered 
surface water flooding in the 
straight this afternoon." 


Coral bookmakers yesterday 
came up with as cheeky a bet as 
can be conceived when they 
quoted odds about a horse that 
is almost a year away from be- 
ing bom one day winning the 
Champion Hurdle. 

The horse's dam is Flakey 
Dove, winner of the 1994 
Champion Hurdle, who has 
just been tested in foal to Alder- 
brook. the hoise who followed 
in her hoofprints by winning the 
race a year later. The odds are 
150-L 


“You simply could not have 
a better-bred Champion Hur- 
dle prospect than this,” Coral's 
spokesman, Simon Care, said. 
“Alderbrook and Flakey Dove 
were two of the most popular 
hurdlers of recent times." 

Scarlett Knipe, who runs the 
Cob hall Court Stud in Here- 
fordshire where Flakey Dove 
was covered last month, said: 
“Everything appears to be go- 
ing weU with her. We are look- 
ing forward to the result." She 
meant the birth, not the bet. 


02 RMlEm (58) A Snot 8 9. 

- 7 1 


_u Roberts 3 


HYPERION 

2J.0 Fast Franc ZAO THE FUGATWE (nap) 3 JJ0 
Flourishing Way ZAO Wildfire 4JL0 Palo Blan- 
co 440 Bakers Daughter 


GOING: Salt (Good to Sod m placet.). 

STALLS: Straight . stands side; round rounr - ouukie. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low for 6f & CT, high for 7f 10 HIT. 

■ Right-hand, imdnbting course with a navtn of one fcrionR. 

■ Course to On W of town off A20. Wtaenhsngcr nation (ser- 
vice Iran London, Chartug Cross) adjoins coarse. ADMISSION: 
S3 (under- J 6s free). CAB PARK: Free. 

BUNKERED FIRST T ME. And gma taro 13.40). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: The Fngsthe (2.40 J won 
■t Epson on Wednesdv- 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Premier Dance (3.40) A Q Fac- 
tor (4-10) have been sent 22? mfles by D Haydn Jones from EfaD- 
baf, Mkl Glamorgan. 


B£TnN& 8-11 FToutalng Way, 2-1 Fonts)*, 8-1 Ham Botf Racket, 10-1 
Renata, 26-1 Saaet SttHtfh, 33-1 Hot Nana. 10-10 NMm Boy 

ROMNEY MARSH HANDICAP (CLASS F) 
£3300 added lm 4f 

1 30-04 ANDGtUN JNE (9 R Armstrong 4 10 0— „.JI Roberts 8 B 

2 30-200 SSMUSTRUSr(U}(D) UsLJoart4 98-DVWan>(7)E 

3 0*5-00 ADMKALS SECRET (16) (0) C Vttl S 9 2 — __T Spiaha 12 

4 412614 PRElHa DANCE (34) (D) 0 feydi Jones 10 8 13 Jt Os* 6 

5 301022 WU(«E(SW0m(D)RMelWSt6812 S Sudan* 

S 040204 ZXIWEKn JCUflran5S 7 JJ ODonotao (3) 8 

7 34-262 N0IHN6 D0MQ (2fi) (D) W Muason B 8 6 JQ*n7 

B 0403 OHMS APRAUSC n M SatanOl 7 8 4 DouMM2 

9 00000 (M2KMH (7) R One 6 8 1 lima 3 

10 06006 WFBDBCutoS713 Monh Dwjtr P) 13 

11 00006 6RM30US RW (13) JJertec4 710 Canon (7] 1 

12 00000 WINDS (31) S DM 3 7 ID D Sat (7) 10 




CHANNEL SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) 
£3JMK> added 2YO 5f 

7 Spate 2 


33 ntSTIMNCMmSCWBaBKSll- 

jusrAsnnuJSMoaR8u 

0 SUfllZHE(2f8DnnnehDNB8B_ 

0 WH) H BE WK (17) M Sabran 6 6. 


00006 DUTCH DtAI* (34) G Em(yi 4 7 10 P Doe (7) 11 

-13dedamd- 

MMnurn HefeAC 73100). Til* iUKfcqp Gradous Imp Tax 6bH|o- 
pte 7a 4t>. Dwell I^one 7sj 2Bl 

BETTING: 94 NoHoRDofei^ 7-2 WHim, 5-1 PnmtorOnica, 8-1 Zatopok, 
10-1 AadKxan Jane, fcfcnkab Saaet, 12-1 Sedaw Trat lfi-1 Ad, Mari- 
rah, 25-1 Mppid. 33-1 Datdi Dyna, 50-1 Oadsu bw 


J>PMa*(311 
HWea* 


„_J> Wtwrtb 3 


T7#n ARGLES & COURT HANDICAP (CLASS d 
£7^25 added fllfles& mares 6f 189yds 


Z40 


BEnw& 1-3 Fast Flaac, 5-1 -bat A Stroi, 13-2 Mod It Tt* Park, 16-1 

State 

STONE STREET HANDICAP (CLASS 0) 
£5,000 added 5f 

1 626054 SA1LT SLADE (3) OD) C C)B£r 5 9 10 M Robert* 3 

2 0-2220 G0008IKMISSmtl3)BtaBx394_llarttaDiqer(3)l 

3 133-23 TBtAS CQWaW. pQ) (p) H VandenTusaergeB 78 13 — — 

A -00201 TWR»«IVE«PMIMnl4813{7aO S Sudan 2 

-4Ma*d- 

BET7Wft74Tbon*aim 1 94 SM)rSade I 82Ttaac 00*04,11-2 Good- 
byoOrt— i la 

HYTHEFESHVU.MADEN STAKES (CLASS 
D) £5g000 added 3YD 6f 

HSBIG0IF ROCKET TJNbi0wi 90 SSaadenl 

60 H0TMENS(7) J JMvbBO S Canon (7) B 

00 OueEB0irCU)APJQn»aa — RPdc«2 


5-1231 Wm)Mr(34)mRamtDn4910. 


..TSmfcaS 


5-14 ST BUK|CMQ(M)m 01010394 DRHcCebal 

3 -52022 PAU) BIANCO (7) GLMoareS 93 Candy Mnta 2 

4 -00003 Qmcn»(3)(D)0Hv>iJanes591 — A CM 4 

-4dectared- 

BETTMG: 2-1 Wo Btaoca, 94 Q Factor. 3-1 St Bbfaw, 7-2 WaypoMt 
SHEPUMY HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4,200 
added Ira l/lA9yds 

003306 GOtiKM TOUCH (22)003300*5 100 ECaednaO 


4^40 


00 StnSTSTRBmm (3-9 Lotteries 90. 
HAMEnAC BnOar S 9.. 


<0242 ROHSHWIHnr{41)RCnMUi89. 


A Clark 5 

— BDos*«4 
._T Spate 7 


042024 BAKHIS DMJGHIHI (25) J Amid 5 10 0 Itetti Ihqer n 5 
08042 HISA(M)BGdSv399 ACtek2 


00503 M4D4lEX(4q M Haynes 498. 


JM Robertas 


1-3000 SUPRSE UAMOON (13) M moaae 3 9 6.T 8 HdiN^ibl 1 

204225 MS HONDA (23) C *tt»n 3 95 80o$la7 

20400 B0U)FNni(46)WUjESDn4B3 IQta4 

560153 Kfl»VmnEGE(3)miteL)eMl58&J>HHama(7)B 
B5001 LORftS BOLD (23) A Time! 7 86 .T Spate 12 


000-00 BARBRAUBI(30) MaLJeMl5B2-_8apiiloMktel 11 
06600 LA SMCNA (2Q M Usner B 8 0 DRHeCetalfl 


00000 GECUIWE0FnCBt(DRMF«Bwer4 7U 1 Ion 3 B 

-12 M elte d - 

BEnME 7-2 Bdten DboSUk, 4-i Kkw Pratogh 81 Mad Ate. 81 RMa. 
81 Data Odd, Ut Hud* 10-1 btenlwA. Bold MBl 20-1 rthm 


GOODWOOD 


HYPERION 

GAO Amber Fort U0 ShantM 7jW WmRne 8 lIO 
Dead Aim &40 ElakHt 9JL0 Alarmist 


4 01 NBITOFTHE VMLff41)HGl!Cd3BlD., 

5 0642 1H0HMN MfK (40) J (Filap 3 8 4 

6 03-000 DURHAM (U| (D) G L l^jotc 6 7 12 

-Si 


Wftaal 

Spate 5 

C RrttT -t V 


GOING: SmlRln- Halt; Round course - Good id Soft. 
STALLS: Straight - stands snkr, round romc - Inaidc. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: U«h Tor OTand flr. Hifih Tor Tf to lm. 

■ High-hand course wtth sharp bends and gradtenUL 

■ Cnuise Is N of Chichester between A286 and A38D. Chicfaesier 
station -lm. ADBUSSION: HtdannndEndosurcSlfl, Gordon En- 
dosure SJ 0, Fublic foxtosun-STi (ouer-6Tta 13). Accoinpanted tot- 
der-1 7s free oD endoauros. CAB PABK: S2. or free- 
BUNKERED FIRST THE: None. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DACE: Cn Can Lacfr (810) 

won at AjrronFndar. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Can Chi Lady (8. 10) bu been sent 
38- r i aides by M Jahneun from MiiUk-ham, North Yariedilre. 


BETTINC: 94 M% Of Tte VaSy, 8-1 Tnutea, 7-2 Bnndoo Made. 92 
Thereby P a rt , HWBd Rtta. 12-1 DdMaa 

WEATHERBYS BANKING HANDICAP 
(CLASS D) £6j000 added lm if 

10460 DARK A6EGL8) RAMuS 4 100 TQetalO 

5-3121 CAM CAM LADr (7) (D) M Jotraon 3 9 B (6ed I Reid B 

611 ELAND SANCnURT (41) Pl&*rt3813 Itetal 


8.10 


1- 5020 WM<MB«Cfl(15)GLUoani>6812 
666- DEAD AM (246)1 BsUne 38 12 

2- 0051 COWDOIEMT (11) J 3 8 12 (6e0 
5-1603 TraBALPem(14)(CO}BGut»r 58 9 
302640 UMOM CLQ S DM488. 


-00005 BRAHION JUCK(13) (Q I BaUrs38 7 
14-000 UDITOOnUA(7)UPtt0a5e384 

-IDdadmd- 



JQtal 


MIDSUMMER APPRENTICE HANDICAP 
(CLASS E) £5j000 added 7f 

052003 AMBER FORT (15) (D) D Bsuonh 4 9 10. Rlfeteo7V 


6.40 


0-0465 WHnESEmad4(D)RHoesB491 RFtencti2 

84313 STAND TALL (7) (D) (6F) Lodyhanes 58 10£UnfM(3)l 

30436 MOROCCO (7) (D)M Charon 88 9 «EridNyO)6 

240465 SEA DAHZIG (13) [DJ J BndgEf 4 8 9 A Daly 4 

-42001 ABIXAL(13) )D) R 7 8 2._— O Derby (3)8 


BETTlNa 5-2 Cooteotano t . 3-1 Cm Caa Lady, 4-1 Mud Sanctaary, 11-2 
WbN R—to.8-1 Braadoe Jadt. 10-1 Dart A^. 12-lDaad Alia, Iteow. 
14-1 VMM Baacfe, IB-1 lady Bodba 

EBF SUPERIOR NOVICE STAKES (CLASS 
D) £6^00 added 2VDSf 
16 BALLET RAMBERT (23) MHeaton^Bs 8 13 _SfbaacbC5) 5 

5 CnMMNDERCHMUE[iqiB)te«8U TQtea2 

3 EUU0K (15) J DuAop 8 12 filter 8 


8A0 


200000 DGPAST (14) (D) J Bnte 7 7 10 , 


J»Doa{5)5B 


08000 NORIHBIX JUDGE (21) (D) A Lames 4 71fl.fi Brftend S3 B 
-Bdadared- 

MMtuie 7a 10b. 7rueM^hb; Ugpaa 7s 70. Nomem judge 7s JJb. 

BETTVK2 2-1 Jtetar fort. J14 Steal TBI, 9-2 AMaaL 11-2 WbND Sat- 
ttar, 13-2 Morocco, Sea Doodg, 18-1 Korttera JadM, 20-1 Difpait 

FMDON SELLING STAKES (CLASS E) 
£7^00 added 2YO ©f 

04812 WOfirSJOr|4)(C9KMyaU RRh«b(5)4 

Rnst FRONTIER U Usher 86 — RWeal 


3 NKBff FLYDt (21) J HfiE 8 12_ 
PPH1 ABOARD J OudDp 8 12. 


54416 DaS0F8RMZ(B)Mltaie8U- 


— ACtefc* 
-T Spate 7 


F Natal 
J Raid 3 


7JL0 


2042 ROSEWOOD IAW (3) KBurt*86. 

3 SHANTMUG) P Mate 8 6 

- 4 1 


— CBa4tar2 
Sudani 


BETTWfl: 11-10 Tte al M , 94 h«ya Joy, 100-30 R BaaoB ti d Lady, 8-1 
NrorfroaBar 

DMAH SHERIDAN HANDICAP (CLASS C) 
£7^00 added lm GT 

1 0060? BRANDON MASK (14) ) BASK 4 10 0 TQnkaiS 

2 (S51 RMMUC(lS)MBan9ad49U IQotei2 

3 02850 WHO IBIA (9) W Mur 5 9 ID I Raid 3 


w2>o awEcnsmmDCaBaeB? 

-Tdadted- 

BETIWG: 74 EUN, 74CBuaaateCtete,4-lN»t I»oi;7-lConie- 
tta, 8-1 Bate Ranteit Don Of Naoa, 104 Flpad Abate 

MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) ESJOOO added 3Y01m 2f 

3 ALAHHtST (15) R Oortnn 9 0 T Spate 8 

5 CHAWDLHTS HALL (3fi) M HG3Crt-€fc 9 0 ACtefeS 

DAHAraUR LCtnsrt 90 RFtacbffl* 

2- DAZBJNGSn»E(312)LH%HBdaB0 — SHHtaP)2 


24 FL0WMB FORTONE (IS) £ OinbpBO DOTSanoboe (3) 8 

MVB0UWJF«cnTtqes90 MBa0ertt7 

0D SUCH BOLDNESS (fl) RIMU9D 
324 1V0PMCU)lteU«90. 

0 M>e«LGUN(34)MUter89. 

662-0 HIBKASM (54) i Duibp B 9 . 

-101 



J» DopcG 


BEIT1NB: 5-2 I fw a it i, 3-1 Atente, 7-2 TtopMi, Iteapooc. 7-1 Dte- 

teas Stem, B-l Ftab* Portaa, 18-1 Ctandte* HML 14-1 ottero 


4 -00060 WBfTBRDOE LAO (Z3) (CD) P D Bore 7 10 8.. 


HYPERION 

Z20 Mbconduct 230 Heathyards Rock 120 
Jdhnnla The Joker 330 PennyweH 4 J20 Re- 
meraber Frirriey 430 Ring The Chief 


rWMdaq0te(E)3 

5 0000® SMAHraJBr(llMnDSw5101JHroVMiah*inil 

6 342401 DRBUICAHBBldfl mflflRRaaoo*9100. 


. Jte C Poacock (S) 2 


7 006500 FARED TO HT (SB} N LOhOdtti A 9 12_lfr JT-Monta (7) S B 

B 25136S C1UBMP (21) OR F Bans 4 9 ll MtABm(R9V 

9 00800 HAW EERfiNAOE (23) (0) R Simpson 69 5 


GOING: Standard. SZ4U& 7f- outside; rest - inside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Ugh from Gfio lm 4C. 

i nbreaand, left-hand, onl cause. _ . 

ComsebNaf town an A449. Station lm. ADMISSION: Oub 
SI6; TattersaOs &6 (OAP merobem of Diamond CUibSA); Vlowta® 
Htsi«>iraaiS2a90indtHflng entranee and meal CAB PARK: frw. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: FkDed To Bk. (0281; ThUuut (4^0); 

WINNEBSIN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: Mr PawHaelOfiO) tea 

atUngScMonGtouatiar- 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Heattayarte Rock (150) has been 
oentSM ndta fry BMriMMr than Lesmahapnr, Stratbcfade 


JhJKmniO 

10 066124 BELLAS SAlEBOr (14) (BF) J Peace 5 9 5 Jte L Ponce 7 

11 000400 NOBLE CAN0MRE (9) D Saw 5 9 4 — Hr* M Monti (5) 8 

12 45800 HAVDOHM (23) M R Botey 5 9 0 tea S Boday (3) 1 

13 04800 9R&ZH) WHi. (2S) (CD) KWnBtfellSO 


Jte H Nooou (S) 12 


- 13 decfiHed - 

RETTING: 7-2 Jetento Tte Joter, 6-1 Bate Data Bast, 11-2 TdMd, 6-1 
Dntetata, T-l<ted Up, 8-LBmta mSnaat Gnest, 12-1 altaa 


3J50 


Z2Q 


WILLOW MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN 
STAKES (CLASS F) £3,300 added 5f 

1 08300 HB N LDD O E (3) K ftWflwter 4 9 0 IBateMRlB 

2 00 SUE GMVK (SZ) C J H 3 8 13 RHa*n(J)U 

3 205450 OtSR£A5Wy.lMX{QPH»4ng3B13 F Norton 5 B 

4 60- HESBB{293)&antt!&3813 Nttrol 

5 50003 WUABEfUBia) K CmW^nm-Bunal 3 8 13 — F Ljocfl 6 B 

8 540560 CRMRBBttflQCDayerSSS lffffmB 

7 0 R3RnjWS*fltt IT ’ J WwJDn 388 KDartayl 

e o JusrsBuidecjnsas 

9 0 MBCDKMCf (15) G L MlXTC 3 8 8 1IWMI7 

10 nzoent) r Mtemt 3 3 8 

-IDdadarod- 

BEITHte M Cute Addy tab. 81 Itecoodaet. 1M M 

Crootetfcat, JD-l Rvtute Way, Plnicato, 12-1 Brt*iodge, 14-1 hast 

SAta. Rta CaMaa, 2S-1 Nootet 


-rt - eft l POPLAR CLAMNG STAKES (CLASS G) 
A,W| £3^00 added lm 4f 



1 3-1255 HSOMAIIK ROCK (B)(Q (D)R McKte5913 

PteaayRlfl 

2 OROO IMJaH 1 StOP U3D Lad KMnBAxi 5 9 13 -K Oorfay 11 

3 -00300 JUFTTEUBSIS (32) (CO) S Woods 4 B9JVJ (TCaooor3 

4 20&0 TWOHCH (M) (CD) Ron Thampam 6 9 9 J teaibM (5) 7 B 

5 400X2 HBUMWBUimKIWMBrtd»ane4 9S AGaittS 

6 M BHMEIAV0I£(U|JSm)lM)5tnm4 95^JF4tel' 

I fl-123 EVarDGtHBF) JP6K8495 CTtateffl* 

« EMI KMTED^' tey 693 MTMtetlR 

9 0 SMBPHE(S3)NBraSsaB>491 V State 6 

10 M Menu m A P Jonas 4 8 10- ««ateS 

II 03020 RONQaBDtmW (12) G Ham 3 8 9 iTMa(7)9 

12 432014 snjONSOWHM (15)100) RiUteMHlS B TJIjate 2 

RSlMfcM ETOdta. 7-2 Mtete, 93 Stetat Soted»,_5-l 

RMteteRaeb,friLTwtatStep,l<kltete1taUdte.lO-llta- 

tpta Dtfe, 14-1 tea Pan, 281 otaro 

rajgnl SWR ENGWEERWG AMATEURS HANW- 
cap (CLASS E) £4,025 added lm IDOyds 

1 140235 TMtemfwarq iBtnrmananeil 7— iteRQtaia 

2 03012! 

MW a^WBAB B « i y9U2-J^LHoMteuf T )4 


SILVER BUTCH HANDICAP (CLASS Q 
£7325 added 3Y0 7f 

1 31-501 B£OMUN(Z7)(CS)DLoder9 7 KDteayT 

2 05502 NANTYCASCEH CT (27) JBory9 7 TEIteeao(S)4 

3 48222 PREBBir CHANCE (XR B tWfcftn 9 5 UtatooS 

4 4-0012 PB8CLK (6) (CJ (D) (ff) M JlAn5t)n95 — KM CtdB (3) 1 

5 520004 THE WYW®OTTC Bte (® (B) (D) Ma N Iteufcy 9 B 

teaadaSandw(5)3 

6 332101 tan«ADtafe(D)TjWienaU(teJDSnte(R8 

7 -63210 MOLLY MUSK (16) G tapBX 84 M H«uy ($ 6 

8 yifWfri pgN!WBl(13) i qfl Jnbre anHDug)Oi84 — ]FEten2 

BEnMfc 188 Rodadte. 4-1 NaaiYCaaxr, 5-1 Pnate C hi c o , 81 
Pw vm, air narorfli 9-1 Pocorwai. 12^L oOwra 

BEECH SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) 
_ £2J875 added 2¥D 7f 

4 fitHtSWL IAD (9) R HoOMiead 8 11 ■— J> BNtete (3) 2 
034 KAKNARA60N CIO) Ftti Thtrpson 8 6_WJ ODoonor fi E 

33463 HP* TKHET (62) P E>ons 8 G -JFE0B*. 

nopdaoTfflULtYcixas^ — Htenaa 

304 MCKIB0MlKSUN|34)WGMTiJnr8&J)amaten7 

304046 SRENT PRBE (9) M Usner B B J Manta 5 

66 WAMEART (43) C Men 8 6 I O Sate (3) 4 B 

-7 ‘ ' ‘ 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

BSim 2-1 GMted ted, 7-2 PM Itetet, 9-2 Rock Fm Tte Su, 81 
Stent Pride, KahMragK, 1* Ittteait, 2S-1 Reaiantar Mtety 

OAK HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3^300 added 

.Of 

yinwi DesaffPBMaMICD)D(tepinan69UJ O wateWl 

SttS HDHMMESICB{CDiRTbOB l pt»491fl_PHcteBaH8V 

3 314430 SMBM«EDCEB8IWMCD^er392-JDte«B7 

4 02030 HAaCnz2d4)TGta«m391 MMMtB 

5 404350 C0RMCMU (21) G tteMrtOn 3 8 13 M Henry [3) 12 

6 41400 WPfre0l(«l)(CD|PMooncy3BJ3 WJOnQuwS 

7 00320 MAHNO STREET CD OT P 0 Bens 4 8 8 IFERhSV 

8 3CT0 Q0AurtasajraMJBDaBrtBy384 RCtadoS 

9 060005 IflCHONdenMBNIytateGSO NAte»2V 

10 340^ RKteTICCHCFBMUsharSTll IBramM(5)ll 

n SOAIHJ (29)000^4 71) Mao ttenda (E) 4 B 

5 Ot»WH=JWHBte87l0 -10 

BBTWft 82 Spd* te Blgt, jj^a Ijte ta fibwat , M-WgTte CLW ' 

13J) Mteo TLo. 7-! Qaadtalr Stear, 8-1 OsrtacMB, 10-1 (Khar* 



NEWCASTLE 


730 


HYPERION 

Bis Ball Dance 645 Lord Mgh Admiral 7.30 
Plan For Profit &00 Honourable (nb) 8-30 At- 
lantic Desire 9 j 00 Gymcrak Premiere 


GOING: Good. 

STALLS: Smtlghl - funds side; rest - inside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: -High for Of to 7 L law Tor lm to lm \1L 

■ Left-hand, oval court*-; lough, galoping track. 

■ Course is on A1 , 5m N of town. Metro to Fbur Lane Etas. AI>- 
MBS0ON:(lihS]-(S10QAPs«lsehk^TllleitasS9(S7OAPhas- 
abledT; SBuer Sing 54 (12 QAPWdL-ahted). CAK PARK: Ftee. 
BUNKERED FIRST TIM E: Qra dtcev (6.15). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Gee Bee Boy (SjOO) woo 
nRedcaron FHdry; Ledgudir Line (8 jOO) woo m. Ayr on Fktdaj- 
LONG-DKTANCE RUNNERS: For Lift (0.46)4 Tlgreao 

(7^0) hare been aent .911 ate by G U-wsfrwn Headtey. Sawy- 


STEPHEN EASTEN DOBSON PEACOCK 
HANDICAP (CLASS D) £14000 added lm 

2500-0 MASTER CHABira (5B) (Q (D) M5 J Rarrsten 5 9 12 

A 

-25104 TKREUOCUI)mGinB397. 


63351 GULLIVER (25) 0) Us Jtandsi49 5. 


&OE1 50MERTON BOt (28) (CD) PCM> 7 9 5_ 
61006 SHARE DELIGHT (43) 8 iSs 3 9 2 Al 


_6 pe tal 9 

1 12 

240103 PIAN TOR PR0HT (8) M tesun 392 DHoBaadU 

004441 SUEZ TORNADO CWmENaon 4 9 O^^AQteMlDV 
-20605 B4PIUNEARCaR(a9EWqBiH5810_ntefltaa2 

40504 DURMD (18) D SmOl58 10 Cl»4ter(!}4 

60501 ALMASROm(S)01|-IWte»3BlD(5eriitanMdtauil 


40000 MBUNA (13) (C) (D) R fancy 11 8 2 . 
80000 MMSIDN(3S)(Ca) JBBbd4B3- 


.6 Carter 3 

-PFroteBJ* 


063134 JACK HUSH (8) [D) B itethse i 382 LCtemodtll 

BEJTWC: M M Maaroer, 1W KgnNto, 7-1 OaBear, 8-1 Ita ftr Aott, 
Shan IWtat, Saar Faraado, Jack Ftarti. 18-1 Saatetoo Boy, 12-1 Mu- 
te- Charter, 24-1 InpaWw Afc 1BJ. Masta. AMaMa, 20-1 Dated 


6J.5 


YDRKSHRETEES TV SELLING STAKES 
(CLASS E) £14000 added 2Y0 6f 

1 0 CASmmwrnjP Hasan BU ClM4ter(7)l 

2 06 CRCUnrot(17)JBenyart X E Durcu (S) 7 B 

3 45 BRO CODIQO (53) MsJfbnsdanSU JFortaa3 

4 006 HIOBURmffiMNEaaBdyBll, JlNcaall 

5 6122 HAMHU DON (4) W Kama 8 11 £MUU 

6 PEACEFUL ROW Ms JRemsdenB U A too 4 

7 R0CXSMNH P HaSam 8 11 PGooda(7)12 

B W WSCHRBIY(409WUeftam811 NDayB 

9 35 BAD DANCE (XT) C Booh 8 6. 

10 30 BKMWOD QUEST (13) B Rotnel 8 6 

11 6 BMT HAOtA (24) J Bethel 8 6 

12 CK1RM3 MOVE Iff Sony 8 0 

13 40 B1A FALLS (20) T Baton B 6 

14 532852 HCHAI0HQ (UDMSflOBnBi 

15 SMUYSORLWtaeyBB 

16 01 DWCHED RIB (I Cj (P) D B adarB 1 

BETraCt 5-1 EneCortgo, 61 BW Nacte, 162 Bed Duco, 7-1 Ba FUt, 
Mitete Dob, HCkculaar, 10-1 tacteteiK Tanecad Than, 14-1 ottero 

GOSRMTH PARK CUP HANDICAP {CLASS 
B) £20000 added Sf 


8.00 


HAMLET EXTRA MU) CIGARS HANDICAP 
(CLASS O £4500 added lin 4f 93yds 

03201 IB)6BORrUNE{7)MsMRMley4100f4cMJtltaBu4 

41 KBIW(USAl(2R(D)LCinEn3910 KDtecyl 

0-4311 KANT OF BOLD (B) m Mss S HM 3 9 9 |4o9 A McGMao 6 

50650 REGM.EACLEC23) M Hairmcnti 493 DHoted2 

33621 H0N0URABU (11) J WVCKB392 14a) CDdHl 

0551 GG6KEBOr(7)AianB369(4ed DVM0C5 



044310 NCBMBHN MOT TO (UQ (P) J CdtM 488 NTteMy7 

BEmHB: 2-1 Uu aro riU c. 5-2 Ktea. 4-1 HaarttWGoM. 61 Bu flu Boy- 

61 LnHandry Uaa, 32-1 Norttew Motto, 20-1 Regal Eatfo 


830 


[MS] 


02-600 PKS8NIN FOR UR (27) n G UMS 4 ID 0 DHenfaul 

311144 SURPRISE MISSION P0) |CD) Ms) Ramsden 5 013 

■ < r «t— b 


-32ttatead- 

MMntnMiGN: TsriOb. ftt# taafcapwtfd: StsAtgntsom IsSb. 
BEmNG: 8-1 Lord H# Mate, 11-2 Sorprtu Mteta, 81 Moon SMte, 
Catena tot. 7-1 Dlaub^BiAtfiTe, nuroia, 10-1 atari 


0061-1 CAN0WS HEART (40) mte Jons 8 8 10 NORTH 

121552 RRA(20)(CD))Lfiia789 SB adte(7)12 

200144 aQerSDMCBt(2)GREM9Dn6B9 RLataaR 

21662 MOM SIBME (31) (P) H AMniy 7 B 7 A ten 2 

1-0026 LORD HIBH ADIMRAL (34) P) (HF) M HcsaxvQfc 985 — 

R totem 30V 

414020 ANSrtilUN(27)TD)J9eiTy784 C Carter 7 B 

-06606 5WYKHJHD DREAM (14! 08 J 8MBi4ey4B3 jflIMMI S 
0044-2 SAWTBgRE^ (7) P)*4a M Rewiey7B3 — A CT d hui fl 

212123 IADT SHERRF (ie (CO) |BF) M W EaaaOy 6 8 1 

PF*aaeyP)3B 

022101 BUESSHBBBNSGUBEmCD) M W Eanety 4 7 10 (7 bi)_ 
LCtonoch4B 


GO EVENBMG RACING LASTED STAKES 
(CLASS C) £7^00 added lm 2f 32yds 

1 0-2352 BKiretlSHWACKm (B) Ms M Rndcy 6 9 7_ACHheno5 

2 30-260 C&ESDAL CHCR (13) (D) J LE)n794 0 Pena (3) 2 

3 1 AfiCTK OWL (25) J Fansfw* 3 8 11 DHutm« 

4 012-42 IS BBgECHN0UWrcl4)8ias389 AHcGkanl 

5 65223 A3UNTIC DESK (B) M jstntn 3 8 6 DHotadl 

** 5 dfldifttd ■ 

BETTH& 7-4 Adorfc Desk*, 63 Bay Brohwacitor, 61 Arctic M, 61 
CybertaobMlODr, 7-1 Mat tel Choir 

STANLEY RACING HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
££JOOO added lm 2f 3%ds 

MANFUL tmw TO to LPenatSMO— HVnBody IB 

i9913, 

. ..693fl~ 

(7)P) AJam4B9 
9(16)08 Ms) Remsosi 49 

ODWJGctte 781 TWMaaaB 

ESK 9) (CD) M tooin 7 8 1 G Carter 8 

|USA)(U)(n)jLEyBU712 DVMBK4 

IWAM>DANCE (B)EWta es4ri0 JMaBten2 

79 l(tt. Tiue nendbap wtigtbShgMDBrae 7a Bb. 
BoM tete, 10030 Rud Racu. 44 **tnk Praodcn, 

, 61 Mate, Opita*. 12-lStatAad Duea.14-1 teop »■ 


fftOO 




A 30362 BlIRCWICKa IP) J BtettlO 11 P — LONaw 

5 0P31-5 WW1S COURT W) (D) J Blrtetl 10 110 Hltoto— y 


HYPERION 

6SO Bttacrack 7^o Prototype 750 Denvoreac 
8J0 Cofaitb^f Snpposln a20 Genereux 

G4MN& Good (Good to Soft lo ptaul 

■ Left-hand eetue tali 2O0jd rtm-ta, _ . ^ 

■ C«we toSWor SMMkUe on A43B. 

lm. ADMISSION: Oob£l 3; TbtteraatefiDlCcuW!**' Cd*P*BK. 
Insid e cottrae S2, rqnalndar free. 

BUNKERED fnfit TTW Cdtaloww. Coto«u » Em “* 
(8^0); Geaemx toasnd) 

WINNERS IN THRUST ^VEN . _ . ta tv—, 

WNfrlHmKCB L^ * 

(650) wet 321 rateteJjatiWft^^ Sf : ^ Cugagtt ' — 

0301- cAsaawio (W fi Poa su - IW8 

JXW. llBMCtai M I itad lllll) U ■ 


7-20 


/3520- MN0StaE2B»(D)ANP«a>*el3119- 

73221" ED(UM)(2})(n U bSSoWBUB — - 


0 2033-2 IfltadflMWPaiHieralDlDia MAtero 

REnwe: Ifi-BBd, 164 Caatecouer, M teak, M Btatak, 361 tote 
Court, 161 WtaftP* 

KPMG RASAS NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
_ £3fi00 added 2m 3f 

Dty HANDCfiDSS(71fl AOwrfcedainO 10 12JMr O McPtaA (7) 
soce- BeesrerpB)Jft»7wi2 _— aiw 

330307 UfiHDWBQUESr(B14)li8SSniAh61012 RfiaeM 

(VPlP- |AANW®(BgWNl*Wd61D12 MfLftte[7J 

0C32-3 MDraTK(2I9(BfiGJOhnsonHoildta81fll2^ 

R. aUDQtrB0i£nr(85)MSBaSley71O12 U 

HTO- BUDUEGC (27) N Mmdentn 6 10 7 MAHB*tad 

40005- MflHT ESCAPADE MCWfefidcn 5 W7.._ — JIRWarta 
g 6 MORTHBWCLAN (^^AO«T4wta4 IB 7 BPOWlI 

BQTMG: B4 Prstotype, 11-4 MteML 92 koo**e P**- ^ U|bten(( Quad, 


GUIDE FRIDAY NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4*075 added 3ra 

32U31- BEW>UW(3DliMSSmm9U7 Rtett 


121- D C MONIA C HR) (D) M PS» 6 11 0- 


Jt P McCoy 


6 M46-3 MIGHIY MH® (13) (D) Mrs B Bnad 9 11 0^ 

7 2F3-26 POUSHRDBtnBUBMlynOllO MrJ LLIuedyn 

B P ROi- SIM TRWKUER ^ (D| T Foster B 110. 


QIP21- DIVINE CHANCE (BUMMCbuEhs 9 11 OJfrJllBanl (7) 

9226 MNMSCHJ0(«HP6)RfaaUU0 Itoit 

1630P- liI11ETMCIURE(Z7) (D) MaTMrtnetSMIoer 7 110 

jGIftta 


■ETIWt 7-4 Oalataaai; 61 Ny EdBh, 7-2 HOy Star, 61 Oolaaaaa Of 
Rood*. 61 Suhez, 364, Tteeh Steer 

REEWALD CLARK RETIREMENT FfCAP 
CHASE (CLASS D) £5000 added 3m 

PSD P Boom 30 120 R 


830 


nTTTBtC- 7 T Daamider. 1WT 3n firmrlar. 11 7 STwHravite 11 T m 
WV Cteoea, MW tete ChaU*. Pate BMv, 14-1 Mm 


830 


MEASURE-RITE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £3,650 added 2m 110yds • 

1 4DU- IVT EDITH £355) (OTT kits 7 120 NMtana 

2 CAf&O S«VE(M)(CD)P*DNMacai*yT1113_teeBpou» 

3 28162 HUY SMB (BO) *1 PI MS S Sam 7 10 13 Rteet 

4 1116 COWTOS3EJI (58) (01 (0F) M Fte 4 UJ 13 SWym«B 

8 3GM CCUJSSUS OF ROADS (14) p)T Thomson Janes 810 10 — 

MARbRnMB 

0 6580- TOUCH WffR(E33)(D)H Mannas 7 102 A Dote* ft 

-eMnd- 


1 (W36 

2 MASS- IU0BEORGE{37)(nAHe«nt»lllOlD_JtTterota 

3 0162-2 SUPPOSM (14) Mm S Srptti 9 Ifl 0 S FRyuS) 

4 0P45Z- COA5IMB (4^ H Haines 11 10 0 WL Baker (7) 

B 4 liscSMd ■■ 

ttntam nectar lOt 7/»7ftac*eiftti: Sutasn Coastefisr9fe, 

BEIIMK 09 Ate Goofa. 2-lSawotia, 7-2 ISeoe, 61Cuute« 

WEST MDLANDS NOVICE KW HURDLE 
(CLASS F} £2^75 added 2m 6f 110yds 


9.20 


F0341- ICtaNmttltapqBUewtaTllULjfrJLtlnMta 

0413-P STEPWU*C2D)GMcCW/t5113 DFottO) 

060«- HHHJGHT(4eJJBtaS5U2— — — APlfcCoyB 


P4333- 0BH3BK (F7) S MdW 4 Ul, 

64236 BDMreRMSSE38)FJinan4108-^. 
4R46S n«MSnJC{5SQRBoltier&n610O. 

O3P-0 FLASH CMCX (20) T MOTH 8 100 

-7i 


JtlhomtaV 

-SI 


J.Hmay 

ICtfiofrB 


AWnan ad^e lOst- Du# «0iB: Nnctonk SbtUJft flaNi CMS 9s lOta. 
BETIW6 64 Lamf Mbate, 74 Gauran, 44, Red Uprt, 61 Stay ta Ita, 
M.S0B| to Jen, M-l KtaAtefldi 20-1 FtaCNcR 


NEWMARKET 


HYPERION 

200 Going For Broke 3L30 Shaffishayes 

230 Mushraaf 430 k» Age 

330 Judcial Supremacy 430 Bint AUmaiSya 


GOING: Good to Soft- STALLS; I m 2f A I m ir - noudn *fd« retoaindtrr - centre 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

■ Bighl-hand courae with Ira untight. 

■ Comae bSWofunm on Al 304. Bus link from CnmhridBF and Netnurbl Btalions. 
ADMISSION; Club 516 (16 to 26-ynr-oMs &BK Grancbund A Paddock SIP (lU to 
SKrjear-okh 46); Family Endonure S3. CAR PARK; Mcmben, SI; mnalnder free. 

■ LEADING TKAINKZS WITH RUNNERS: R Hannon — 43 vtanero from 52C run- 
nerogtvea a success ratio of fU% and a taotoaSI Iced stake or S23fi^6;J Gooden 
— 42 women, 301 runners, 14.1’%, -Si®. L7; LCnnumi — 31 winners, ^7 runners 
32.1%, J Dunlop — 30 rrirotets. 286 nmnera, 1Q^V-S!09.0rt. 

■ LEADING JOCKETS: Pu Eddery — 108 wmners, 626 rides. 2n.a%. -S44.10; L 
Dettori — 74 winner*, 514 rtdas 1-1.4%. -d 182.3th W R Swlabani — 44 winner*, 
311 rides, 14. 1H. +S3.17; J Rc4d — 38 wtamers. 363 rides, 10J>«b.-& 44.SO. 
BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Mardl Gras (300). OWNERS IN LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Shaftohayea (3-30) haa tew real 200 mte by Mrs M 
Reeriry from Ungdalr. CVrdund; Gelaj For Broke (—00) A Irate rkagaia (030) sew 
200 ate by P itedam bun MxMrhain. North Toarkahire. 


2jOO 


LARK CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS D) £SfiOO added 3YO 
lm 2f Penalty Value £3,493 

1 153111 GQMG FOB BROKE Pfl W IDtmnBon & SmOT P Hasten 8 13 — G Faatewr (E) 2 

2 -00203 MT BBOWSD (14) (toer Hammond) R Hannon B 10 Pat Eddery 1 

3 -50112 «N6UTfrVE(2^,;,;n(msSmiA^^caWSW^ JtHh»cb<6)3 

4 00 SWnCH70Sa<KlE(il)(Dnra«Fte^)DCoaDM83 I Stack 5 

5 00032 BUJEBm.l«SS(3)ffEAMn)MB|on80 fl tert —B4 

-Bdocknd- 

BEITWtS 7-4 S9h« For Brake, 62 Janft^ro, 7-2 My Batowd, 44 BtateR Mbs, M-l Swrtcft 
To Sonata 

1996: rteftta teas 3 B 3 ) Sack C3) 64 1» u Banks) oaMt (3) 7 ran 

FORMGUDE 

GOING FOR BROKE has. proven atMity over ton furlongs. So. given that he has also pro- 
duced wmnmg form m the solt. he wrt be a lough nut to crack. Gong For Broke coped 
well wthtesnne pound a Hamaton last month. BhiOtMflMtei had just ner two tenphs 
tn hand of My Boioved whan wnrang a an-furiong Letcesier maiden (good id soft) 13 
months ago and. though she won a shade comfortably. My Beloved was dong her best 
work at the crash. That was a fevet-wBiffiB meeting, so BtuabeB Mss e interesting ie- 
otang 10B) from P3y Beknsd, especially after her dose thoif to Nana&ha in a race m 
soft ground al Hamnonllm) last time. Solocthw: GOING FOR BROKE 

EBF EQUITY FMANCtAL COLLECTIONS MAJDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) £5^00 added 2YD 6f Penalty VWue £4464 

BBMME(WVckHaNSuaiRAmHbDns9 0 C Carter B 

1 Delta 7 


2.30 


0 OEIStRBlTdQ (SheAh Mohammed) JGasden 90- 
0 IBttaUBMN(71)|BuiyJ UcOeanj PHaSbm9 0_ 

KRKPVKMCHr (Derek DOeeUttfls 90 — 

2 UKDEM KSSHIS pH) (HCOu® ICtran 90 __ 

IMNILES SOW (Daod Bartert G Lews 9 0 — 

WISHRMF (Hamdan N Mtax/iu J Duaop 9 0 

SCTIEEN (Snehh Ahmed N Uaknuni M lavs 90_ 
KlfEfCM WaOM Bel89 


.DoHi UcXaorai 2 

Jf Hfe9 

Pa] Eddery 3 

Pad Eddery 8 

- R H9B4 

.WRyao5 

M Ratal 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

a 

9 

-9 derived - 

BETTWa: 2-1 Undu HoWrts.61 Dotenent, 7-2 IktOmi, 1M Brnrore, 10-1 Unties Stir. 14-1 
Kitov Kririd. *frrttmiu 161 KRo. 33-1 totodotohi 

vSbSii 2 8 9 Rat EOdoy 65 tm (H Ctoll ami Cl 6 ran 
FORMGUDE 

Detenettt and Linden HeiBtrts are sure to Bnprone tor thar debuts. Detamertt, by Wam- 
mg out of decent racemare Delve, managed only 12lh of 18 to Mazboon in a Newbury 
marten IS days ago but did better than that placing rrtcaus. In need of me experience, 
he was mstag headway after a star Stan when checked under two lurtorta out and coast 
od m Rom that porm. urrten HetgJKs. who is out of a hatf-swor to Give Thanks, shaped 
men too when second to Arawaft Cay in a maiden oiction here 16 days a&i. He was 
en a reietivefy easy tune onoe 4 was bear ha uas beaten. MliSWtMF. too is by Zaforac 
out of Vice Wren and made 325,000 dollars as a yearling, is a half -brother io a smart 
iNddMMinet My. Cumiing tty Bunho). MmUm mushraaf 


ORWELL RATED HANDICAP (CLASS O £7^00 added 
lm 2f Penalty Value £5075 
61550 MtOnCRIIIE niD) ID SuBuin) S Wbadt 5 9 B DB&p4 


3j00 


-26120 SECRET ALTICMQ (89) (D)(BH VttaC total 79 7 T Octal 

364050 BABDOH HBL BCfr (20) (CD) Ote Mery tostn) B httauv 5 9 5 I Stack & 

SOWM. LOMBERIOtl6)(DllteHiNHuneti)VSoaK495 C Rotter 6 


2-235 5W OONHMDK (34) (Maianro A Mrtouri M Snue 3 8 10 -~--L Detta 9 

003300 BOLD ORBflM. |IO) n (M Taber 1 Ms J MB^Kr] N Cabffat 3 8 9 Dtoodb 7 

6212 9C0SS(iq(D)|SaifenanencaiSt)) LCun»3S8 Pri Eddery 10 

2-0465 TTtMXABUTY PO) (C) U W LtMU] S CVAemg 4 88 I Rett 3 


1-0430 OVHtTO YOU (US4) (10) (Mataum N LtetxriJ £ (Xricp 3 8 7_ 
2064 JUDK341. SUPR3MCV (37) [W J GlBtley) J Fartlcme 3 8 
-IDi 


-MHRsS 


Jl Ffrcneb {5) 2 


BEimfl: 7-ft JaricW SRpnaracy, 61 Scora, M 0w 70 Von, 1142 lortbatn, 7-1 Sqr Cm-, 
nrarisr, 61 Anoiter Tteo, BoU Ortotri, 161 Benta HR Mv, ItaosUMy, 144. Sscrat % 
1996: Master Charter 4 9 6 K fatal 7-2 « lav (Mm 1 Renncen) daw C3) 7 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

JUDWULSUPREMACY vNiUd have won In enottwr stnde wnen snort-headed by Cotftship 
n a EkMty-run Yarmouth marten (70 last October end he shaped reedy enoupr in two 
Rortey martens here before finishing fourth m he firet handcap. the mile contest at Good- 
wood won by KurtMrany five weeks ago. Ha was forced wide from an unhelpful draw but 
tepc on weft- Mary of those he beat wotM look out of their depth In this race, but Judi- 
cial Supremacy can onfy Improve. Bold Oriental and Over To You contested the Brita- 
in at Royal Ascot, finishing tenth end 15th of 28 respectively to Fly To The Brora. Over 
lb Vba lad a mucM0iter campaigi last year and took the eye whan third a Out Of Sign 
at York prior id Ascot Sel ec ti o n : JUDICIAL SUPREMANCY 

CAM HANDICAP (CLASS D) £10000 added lm 4f 
Penalty Value £7438 

_MM0nn2 

HMd4 

— I StackB 


330 


1 

2 

3 004523 EAOECMMN(22)(D|CHbnWtewJn0Btenliiiy4910 . 


04356 RUSK (23^ (Ms Jean PCorradJ Peace 4 9 12. 
-04016 BIIDfFE3)(n(bmeBtMti)SCIMBis4911 . 


-32312 SH4mHMlES(!9n(PDHtavBl0H4MeM AMMyB97 _-Dseo McKmmi 5 

2652S MMHH RBftB (IT) (Pita C— an) J OtBlRI 391— TlflRraTB 

8045 WMRAWW£ (USA] (1ft) (MakBUnfflHSMJi) E Dlrt]p3 89 MHte3 


00800 reBMRMBLERJWEtlfl Ota RtaiBnmlW Mum 4fll. 

• — 7 1 


-PMBktayl 


BEnma: 62 WriteriBs, 164 Statefri si, 61 teri!,MlriW!. 160 &ds canyon. MWI Bras. 
14-1 Foratario torn 

1996: Rrind 7 9 2 T Qnroi 62 (Jl tatusO Grain (2) 10 an 
FORM RUDE 

WHKlAWtftLE, by SSver Hawk out of a weft-roUed mare, had shown pro^essne form 
n martens rani seeming to nm out of samlna m TramBne^ condHons event over en ex- 
ttnded 14 Aetangs tare 16 days ego. Racmg kaenty, he Threoraned briefly throe furlong 
out. but vMs soon beaten He was stH a bit bectorad when fourth to (Ever Wot owrten 
furtotta the time baton end the -softening ffomd rid nor seem too much at a problem 
rhere. aen though ha Mfhed sknoet ten lon0hB a0 the winner. Tte trip k»ta ntfit and 
he's wonh another trance. Slwlflrtiayes ts coraffitwn enou^t. bu It is a irtdqi maoer 
to get me timing nght beoauss he does need Md-tfove hanrim^ Time uuy show that tie 
lad a tot on Ms plate afftet Rallies Rooster In a takes’ «enc « Yorit tat tone and he 
dldwel ID Msh second. Telectlon: WHIRUWWIE 


440 


GBDLESTDNE PUMPS HANDICAP (CLASS D)£6j000 added 
3YD St Penalty Value £4*803 

421091 UM4RraCU)(D|(PMiUretamg/MsDAiaTlDbfl!JEitace97 into 2 

021-00 NOR-DCH (27) (D) (The MecOtuRM tonnhp) J EuMace 9 1 PBkmtaU5 

841004 TK Gfflf TO (13) (6 WMtar) B McUshon 8 10 .T fetal 

050210 MRTIMM)N(8)8tankoytKtny89 GFritor(Q3 

000054 KEftBE{B)(n(PeteCl«e0RVteHKTlO 

06080 MTWSSELPW [Mcrcri Tbomwi 4 COmpary) J Jertas 7 10 


fMmumwelgs: TalCtb. True hanefeep M TVessH 7a Ub. 

BOmtt 164 Laraarta, HapDol, 7-2 Nory Dwro, 62 Tte tey Fta, 61 Ice Age. 20-1 M T 


1996: Grin 3 9 0 Emms OTtomm 13-2 (IN OTtaran) dam (4) B an 

FORM BUM 

TIE GAY RDC teas salt gaunt. Hta latest effort to be fourth to Grey Kington n a 23- 
rwiner handCM: (60 at Y0* tfves Iwn avny chance provided the pace a reasonable. 
Irairarite tea ctarntafne-furiong horse and she seems to be thriving, test time beat- 
ingStiB Factors at Nordn^wm. NorD»4 has not looted fully wound up m Ws tvw starts 
Th* year and this ttgOBMngshouM be earring to hand. SelaetiowTXEGAYrax 

BURE STAKES (CLASS C) £7^00 added filRes & mares 
6f Penalty Vakis £4y503 

1-1 BMAUAADK4||US4)(52)(D)(SxMiAlviiSdA4MUtun)M5njtF3811 JfMdl 


430 


10 . 


36042 CRDFIBB CSUDH (14) (Ms Msre Medringd B McMahon 5 B 

42S60 MUC(55)M(8)Sft£8ttW(hjcfln)n4810 OntafraorwoG 

60080 WOWOOO FLOWER (7) (CD) (G toKrt-Sort) R ISnun 4 S 10 DmffHdlS 

1-0600 JBMEU£(27)AAsJACUrMri|)Ci>«yer389 JeKnqn(7)2 

6 13 WBISFUKS (13) 6B(E J Lodal DLnda-38 7 — J.Detta4 

B£TTTTte64 Bhrtkte wi^B.61Wadecodnoera.ll»^Writo*ta&61(taM>.161Cwft«re 

^ftDtagDSvS 8 10 0 Htand 7-2 (K Bwfcel dawn IS .7 ran 


BBir AUBWAMYA ms wsf to back when taking a sfc-furtorg Ungfiew maiden tan Octo- 
ber and subsequently showed healthy improvement when mahmga wknng reappearance 
« Doncaster last month, taking a frnfted states by five tangth* from The LanVbton Woim 
en sottish Round. FosnUaly smart, she can. unproue again. Croftors CeSdh and Galine 
corid ouuafla on the Round, but tMMwciad Rower metes up wrti guts what she lacks 
In see and was efgitti In the WoMntfam. She and Weftspring can mate fife touai far 
the BQierrton. . Sel e ct ion; BINT ALBAADtVA 


RACING RESULTS 


SALISBURY 

200: £ LORD SMITH (D McGrtte) 7-4 
to: 2. QriUe Corafert 62: 3. Who Neee 61. 
8 two. Hd. 7. (W Turned. ItatB £2.60; £1.10, 

0. 80. £3_90. DR £630. CSF: £3.45. Tnc. 
£6l 30. NR: AstraffaB. 

220: L MONTFDCrr (T QUrm) 1-2 fev. 2. 
Lettyft* 4-1; 3. Smart Ptay 4-jL 3 ran. 8, 

1. n> Com. tc*« n.so. of; elgo. csf. 
£2.47. NR: ComtdtfV- 

3.00: L Of&iA PARADtSO (T Quroj 6-1: 

2. KBBtturo3-l ft fav; 3. Wetael 3-1 it fav. 
7 ran. Mt, 2. (P Core). Tata: £6.70; £3.00. 
£220. DF: £14.00. CSF: £2235. Trtcasc 
£5932. Too: £15.60. W% Due Lira. Fam- 
By Man, Kaywa. 

330: L MOUNDUN SONG 83 DuMekS 2-1 
tec 2. tags Ba Rraacfty 61; 3. 1hnek8ap- 
or 12-1 14 ran. fi. Vi. (M Preseouj. Tata: 
£3.40: £1.50, £2L20, £5 3a DR £1030, 
CSF: £18.76. Tna £58.00, NR: Fovrsna. 
Parts wi Lady, Royal Ammnswr, TYuth Teller. 

Utt 3. AIMASI G DriKetD 7-2 2. CataM- 
U> 14-1; 3. Soparteo 14-1. 13 ran. 62 few 
IMS To Wm. Hd, 3 Vj. (C WoH). Tote: £5.00: 
£2.30. £4.10, £420. DF: £4630. CSF; 
£46.68. Thcsst: 157023. Trio: £23230. NR: 
Always Grace, bw Debt. Lucte Dip, Over The 
Moon. RHttonri. Sand Srar. Batata Meri- 
da. 

430: S. RRaKTY HO Mss S Sanworth) 
6-1: 2. Jofty Jackson 7-2; 3. Weieoew 
Heights B-l 9 ran. 62 fav Merctess Cop 
IHW. Nk. 4. (p Wakqn). Tote £750; 
£220, £270. ££50. DF: £1530. CSF; 
£2630. Trtcasc £11333. Trio: £2730. NR: 
Double Gold, Fan Of vent-Ato, SHver Linlrw. 

S30: 1 MkVTABLE (to Rttsy) 11-4 far. 
2- May Wng Meyttran 20-1; 3. Oaa In The 

E > 18-1- 16 can. Nk. a U Dirtop). Votes 
40; £1.70, £430. £5.40. DR £6230. 
CSR£ffl3BLTricffit £704^5. Ttoc £38670; 
£16685 carried foreran! to foftastone 3^40 
today. Mt Bathe kilidft. Campftar, Country 
TIMtth. 

£5585.10. 

SKSK53K2 0 ; J^b 0 * £aaBa 

Ptart ft £5674. Pteoe K £44.6L 

CARLISLE 

2JB: L RBKY riWSKY (P Fteeey) 9^ 
^ ^ »wy B-l; 3. ArataglOD Gfrt 
Sji® f*J- 2V?- V*. 0 Berry). Tbte £2.70; 
£13a £130. £140. DF: EB. 10. CSR 
£1608. 


24& i. COMMnSRJTY IG Hnd) 4-9 fav; 
2. Htesthitie Air 61; 3. nel e st ar 50-1 6 
rjw. 2‘h. nk. (IGosden). IMk £140; £116 
£120. DF: £150. CSF: £2.16. Mt Bones. 

3-15: 1 RUM LAD U Lone) 7-2; 2. 
W38aarti MeH 6-4 fav; 3. Star oHlra Road 
9-1 8 ran. ‘u. 2V>. 0 Qulnnl. Tote £4.60; 
£120, £120, £170. OF; £4.00. CSF: 
£7.64. Trtcast £33.79. 

3^45: 1 JUST GRAND U Wtaver) 7-1 2. 
Caearaspe 11-2: 3. Ras Mend 14-1 9 ran. 
3-1 teMtestmnaer. 3’A. Ul W Johnson). Tele: 
£660; £330. £180, £3-70. DR £3630. CSF: 
£4234. Trieast £46534. Trio: £74.50. 

43&1 ROSEATE LODGE QrisDKetteneB 
14-1-Z KMliae 7-2 fav; 2 bfanocoo261 
13 ran. Vj. 2. (S Krttewel). Tela: £1&00: 
£3-40. £130. £1150. DR £30.90. CSF: 
0635. TWcasc £110032. Tno: £52430; 
£339.66 rif to Folkestone 3.40 today. 

<U& 1 CAPIAM CARMRIS (TVMemsi 
IB-1 2. Pension toed 10-11 ten 2 Ro<>- 
bo 51 6 rM. I*. 6 0 L&i^. Ibta: £15.70: 
£4.90, £120. DF: £2160. CSF: £29.41. 

535:1 DEE PS TBE CEE (T Lucas) 5-2* 
2. Suparpride 14-1 3. Ryaway HM 32. 7 
ran, 9-4 lav Hchspesd. Y*. 4. (M w Easter- 
W. Tote £330; £130. £330 DF: £20.60. 
CSF: ct> art 

Maeopot: £2180. Quadpob £1&00. 
Pfaea 6: £2630. Piaca ft £1 Sl22. 
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sport 



Strawberry relief for Pierce 


Court 



Guy Hodgson on the 

hard time the players 
have when the rain falls 


Great life a tennis 
player; sun, seeds and 
as much sponsored 
gear as you can wear. 
Then again you spend 
a lot of days watching 
the rain fall. What do you do at Wim- 
bledon if you reach the point of no re- 
turn? In Mary Pierce's case you hand 
out strawberries. 

The Women's Tennis Association 
tried hard yesterday, sending Pierce 
and Maty Joe Fernandez into die press 
canteen to provide a photo -opportu- 
nity. On a wet day at the All England 
Club it was a trifle the media consumed 
with relish. It cut the tedium for the 
players as well. 

Stan Smith, when he talks about a 
career that included becoming men’s 
champion in 1972. said the worst 
things about being a tennis pro is the 
waiting. “You have to eat to keep up 
the energy levels but you can't afford 
to have a meal just before you go on 
court. It can drive you crazy finding 
something id do." Some players like 
Martina Navratilova built their lives 
round their diet, some days Lhat life 
goes haywire. 

Stefan Edberg thought he had fin- 
ished with the wailing game. In 1991 
he played the longest match of his ca- 
reer at Wimbledon when he started 
against Marc Rosset on Monday and 
finished ii on Thursday. Yesterday the 
champion of 1988 and 1990 was due 
to receive a memento from the Duke 
of Kent to mark “his immense con- 
tribution to the game". Instead he took 
a rain check. 

Rachel McQuillan's day in the lime- 
light was typical of a day amid the 
storms. In theory Wednesday should 
have been among the greatest in her 
career, in theory. She was due to make 
her debut on Centre Court to play 
Monica Seles at 2pm but did not get 
there until four hours later. 

”1 just tried to keep busy." the Aus- 
tralian said of her wait problem, “be- 
cause I didn’t want to get tired. The 
players' lounge gets preliy congested 
and hot and the talk in the locker-room 
is we re not going to play today'. You 
start thinking about tomorrow when, 
all of a sudden, you’re on court.” 

You spend hours waiting and sud- 
denly you are not prepared. McQuil- 
lan thought she had run everything 
through her mind but had forgotten 
where she was and had to ask her op- 
ponent for ihc etiquette. “Where do 
we curtsy." she asked as the Rr«yal Box 
came into view. "Service line." Seles 
hissed. “I'm going, service line?’ I’ll 
just wait for you." 

McQuillan dipped in time and 
bowed pretty quickly too, losing the 
first set in 19 minutes and the match 
O-0. 0-2. Even that had its interruption 





for women 


vGteam/ teas^-dtefiday 
jteaches qrid a breeding : 
•• ground frjr .^ar tanniSr. 
playgts.:vte aretalMngDevon.. 
and iritf^Tastinstariceceftair^^ 
m- are: gpeaWhg; in-relative v 
terms. Besidesall its -other : 
cftprrns the -sekSde coun^t ’ 

' boasts-'a fer»ari<abfe'rexXJftifor - 
producing vytmwptey^gppd; 
enough tomakeadeeerit Hv- . 
ing out of game-- - 
i in tfre case of Sue Barker ft : i 
proved a prefly decent Irving in- \ 
deed. Tbe.1976 French dttiK 
pion f and ; Wfrnbfedon 
9emr-fTnaHst thelbttowing year, r 
Sdd hailed from Paigritbn. Be- 
fore her on the. honours board ■ 
came Angela Mortimer, out of 
Torquay and a Wimbledon wirier 
nerin ±961.;; V 

■For a long’ time. Corinrile. ; 
Mufsworth, -another forquay 
girl, held the distinction of the: 
last British woman to qualify for 1 
The Championships and win a ; 
found there. That was in 1976- ’• 
and on Tuesday the achieved . 


- Karefl : Cross; -23, and, soO* 3 - 
Wh^it' inewtahly, from. Btefer..- : : - 
1 • . Ateo.frbm Exeter comes Uh - 
ae Ahi : bom iust five roonlhs 
tetef £nd ina neighbaunf^wj' 
lage to- Karen: She is still wart- 
.ing fo compfete her first-round 
match here. 

The Iter goes on. There was 
aisoSara Gomer, Jo Lflue^ VaL. 
Vda' lake abd before them Jackr - 

Ffcyter; all Wirnbledon.playefs 
. and ad West Country Wonders.': 

: "Obviously .the home courv; 
ties - have produced their fair 
' share of players but, of the oth-. 
iers, Devon is streets ahead as 
-a producer of talent," the Lawn 
Tennis Association's press of- 
r-fiiei; NrcKTmison. said-. ;. 

' "There is no obvious expla- 
nation, it just seems to be one 
.of., those coincidental things. 
But: Devon has had .some in- 
fluential coaches life Arthur. 
Roberts who Was a mentor for 
both Angela. Mortimer and. Sue 
Barker.', • • 


Star kept waiting: Venus Williams, who has had her first-round match delayed by the weather since Monday 


and time for a trip to the Jocker- 
room."The girls were saying “Racb, 
you're playing a good match there’ 
"which made me more nervous. They 
said ‘I like what you did when you won 
lhat game'/' 

Sarcasm, gossip and a whole lot of 
time-wasting. Tennis players do what 
any of us would do if they have hours 


to spare, Tim Henman is partial to a 
game of backgammon while Goran 
Ivanisevic plays cards with his coach 
and friend from his schooldays. Vedran 
Manic. 

If possible the Croat will team up 
with Martic against his parents. “We 
play an Italian game, briscola." he said 
last year, “and"my father is pretty ex- 


perienced. Its a big battle of pride 3nd 
we are losing all the time. There are 
all sorts of signs which you are not al- 
lowed to do in this game: a little cheat- 
ing you know. My father doesn't know 
we are cheating but it doesn't help. I 
don’t like to lose at cards. The other 
night they beat us pretty badly and I 
couldn't sleep. " 


Photograph: RA 


Ah. sleep. That's another option and 
one that Pierce and Fernandez prob- 
ably wished they had taken when they 
were chased around the canteen by a 
horde of hungry hacks. How had they 
spent their day'* "Listening to music 
and playing cards.” Ii couldliavc been 
any two" ofa thousand people at Wira- 
hledon talking. 


Parasol party: 
Wimbledon '• 
revellers take a 
rain-check wfiBe 
the 1990 final 
between Stefan 
Erflserg and Boris 
Becker is shown 
on the gi&it . : 

_ screen above , 

\ Photograph: 
i DavidAshdown 
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OF THE SEE;DS: 
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He now -Jiff. 
Hend* 

rrjnn m 2nd rd 


Men's 

singles 

Holden 

Richard Krajicek 
(Netherlands; 



2 HMUSGVK 3tUWBJMRT 4 HUSCCK 

•>*ved i4> in ■tte Knocked our Msmtananun 
2W)iubSu** JuanJrmwo An*® Kwto to 
Maffu Nurvn Marm In laird 2nd id 


S CHANG 7PHUPP00SR3 SBECKEB 

Ik id \tnnr 10 Losnm^itss Pto^.TVu'nasto- 
Todd Wood- to a*anj (teg hansson from 
bndge Rusaddn n la B SuRtoinlMid 



9 MS lOHOm 11 

Fjoa>nv^n Pfy* Amman Lost is Justn 
Scncopnffm ■> Richer Rene- Ghiwittnb onr 
2nd id tmp in 2nd id G seta n 1st rd 



12 HUFttR 13 MEDVEDEV 14HEMUM 

Uiiet; Ions Scnnri la id Jerome Gdnvsd 
Kruppscmd m nto war Fab- provuhn Tim's 

2nd rd nee Santoro Midtfalanr}* 



15 FEBEEKA 16K0MI 

2nd Id rroKfi is 

igra [fcdott* SwniW- Ora VMenson 

mnd m 2nd to mland 


IS 


Olga Baraowv 
sd*M mass 
Maroruh2ndid 



Womerfs 


Holder. 
Steffi Graf 
(Germany) 


2 SELES 





3 HWtmU 4MAHHJ 


Ccrotanabtowi Tlirouffi ro 2nd Uaw Mmda 
»ka* he, to® id anw Ihror oheriwidou 
2m ra sets 






SDAVEKPOST GOOETZER 7 

Meat! Grach Ait tM Aldan - Fares Juaf »W0B 
Daniia Chlad- dra Futal m lsi hn«ar to 2nd 
leva in 2nd id — 


Williams’ debut washed out 



• SANCBZ fiPSMX lDMAmmZ 

Uton&0.S-On Mary ptrw Do- Yuka VS»s 
la rd agatoa minique van Goncho’iaidic 
OansiMood Roos m lat id wsibi 



UFBWaa 12 SPHUEA 13 PO 

Oiwns afiitosl QenaMAaroiu 8*mm uy Aia4 
Naaile van n ne* 2nd to op- trBiian Hairy] 
loa/rtoiaid porterc ■- Gus« In 1 st nf | 



lGsmeom igmuub 

UO-agurei Airy losnhe fcng la nayMMchoc I 
Fraam in 2nd id fnnra «m9 ftsneir hettm 
re AndmaGia ta BMgMnU>d| 


Venus Williams, the American 
teenager wearing her trade- 
mark hair beads in the All Eng- 
land Club colours, made it only 
as far as the practice courts yes- 
terday at her first Wimbledon 
as the rain continued to fall. 

WTlliams. 17, sporting hun- 
dreds of purple and green beads 
which had taken more than 
five hours to braid on one by 
one, has had her first-round 
match delayed by the weather 
since Monday. 

Desperate to find her touch 
on grass, she look advantage of 
a short break between showers 
to knock up for 30 minutes on 
the practice courts before yet 
more rain forced her back un- 
der cover. 

After having her bag 
searched by security staff, track- 
suited Williams, whose beads 
are normally a brilliant white, 
showed off her powerful 
ground-shots as heryounger sis- 
ter Serena and mother Orace- 
na looked on. 

A large crowd also built up 
around the court to watch the 
6ft tall player competing in 
only her second Grand Slam 
tournament but who has already 
secured a £3m contract with 
sponsors Reebok. 

Ranked world No 59 and hav- 
ing played in only 15 professional 


events, she has been propelled to 
relative stardom because of her 
appearance and background, as 
well as her potential. 

Born and brought up in 
Compton, a crime-ridden neigh- 
bourhood of Los Angeles, she 
and Serena were once forced to 
dive for cover on a local court 
when two rival gangs started tir- 
ing guns at each other. 

llie girls flung themselves to 
the ground in fright before run- 
ning back home to their parents 
who. now their daughter is a 
millionaire, have moved to the 
more plush surroundings of 
Palm Beach. Florida. 

Williams, who normally 


wears a stunning silver-grey 
outfit on court, is sure to be a 
star attraction when she final- 
ly starts her match against Mag- 
dalena Grzybowska of Poland. 
But her hair-beads amid cause 
her a headache as there have 
been previous occasions when 
some of the heads have fallen 
out during matches. 

Williams has been warned 
that if this happens at Wimble- 
don, she could be breaking 
tournament rules. Regulations 
state that if loose objects, such 
as a spare ball, drop from a play- 
er's person during a rally, the 
point must he replayed. A sec- 
ond offence would mean an 


TO M’OXRvR O'W r $ E^A D r 'L 


Tennis played at Wimbledon 

It could be the unlikeliest event since llie Nastase went through 
a' nateh without swearing at a linesman. Daring spectators may 
be stirred from under their waterproofs and required to witness 
the strange sight of a ball being struck back and forth. Umpires 
may have to reacquaint themsetoes wrfo the game's arcane scor- 
ing system. The backgammon schools' that have flourished in 
the Changing rooms could be closed down, to the particular 
dismay of Tim Henman. Those who like the idea that there’s 
tennis going on somewhere in the distance while they get down 
to the more serious business of eating and drinking may final- 
ly be satisfied. And the bloke at the BBC who has to find the 
music to gp with those rainy-day pictures may be out of a job. 
But then again, maybe not. Simon O’Hagan 


official warning, while a third in- 
fringement could lead to the de- 
duction ofa point. 

Another rule problem some 
observers believe Williams could 
face is due to the loud noise her 
beads make when they rattle to- 
gether as she runs. Former 
British No 1 Jo Duric said the 
noise had been described as 
sounding like “someone shaking 
a money box", adding it could 
be off-putting for her opponent. 

Although rule 25. which cov- 
ers hindrance of another play- 
er, could encompass the noise, 
there are no examples of the 
rule having been enforced. 

Williams' father. Richard, 
who is also her coach, has not 
travelled to Wimbledon with the 
rest of the family as he is com- 
mitted to his work with under- 
privileged children back home. 

The player's lack of profes- 
sional experience so far has 
been due to his strong belief 
she should not do too much 
too won. and that her educa- 
tion must take priority over 
tennis. 

Although she has only had a 
few hours" experience on grass 
and lost in the second round of 
the French Open to Nathalie 
Tauziat. in March she beat the 
winner of that tournament. 
Croatia's Iva Majoli. 


fy r. The spectre of tbe= 

• streaker looms, over this . 
Wimbledon. MeHssa Johnson, . 
a blonde 23-year-old student/- 
made a name for herself be- 
fore last year's men's final be- ■ 
tween Richard Krajicek and Mai 
Washington when she cavort- 
ed on the Centre Court, sans 
nearly everything, and gave the 
lie to the belief that tennis play-., 
ere' are so focused that they are 
blissfully unaware of anything 
else going on. 

Wimbledon was braced for 
more trouble this week when 
Carlos Moya, a Spaniard who en- 
joys a great deal of female sup- 
port, was the focus of some 
attention from two particularly 


striking ladies in matching white, 
frocks. So insistent was their 1 
pleading with Moya's coach, 
Josep Fferfas, to speak to the 
player on their behalf that he 
was eventually forced to move 
his court-side seat 

The authorities have given 
consideration to how best to pre- 
vent a repeat of Johnson's 
frolics. She was detained by the 
police but quickly released, 
with Wimbledon noting that at 
tiie end of a rain-affected week, 
she had provided “light amuse- 
ment for our loyal and patient 
supporters who’have had a try- 
ing time during the recent bad 
weather." 

They do have a heart after all. 




3 The number of sets to which 
the early rounds of the men's 
doubles has been reduced. 
100 The number of back- 
logged matches. 

1 The times play has taken 
place on the middle Sunday. 
0 What spectators paid to 
watch on that Sunday in 1991. 


250 The pnee in pounds of -a 
purple and green Wimbledon 
blazer. 

6 The age when Tim Henman 
first visited Centre Court. 

5 The millions of viewers who 
tuned in to BBC2 to watch Greg 
Rusedski beat Mark Philip- 
poussis. 


Cloud with more rain expected. Maximum temp 15C 


Game set and watch. 

ROLEX 
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Black disappointed by Johnson’s withdrawal 


Athletics 


MIKE ROWBOTTOM 


Johnson: Heading home to 
try to recover his fitness 


Roger Black, denied a chance 
to race over 400 metres against 
Michael Johnson in Sunday’s 
British Grand Prix because of 
the American's withdrawal, has 
predicted that the double 
Olympic champion will be back 
to full speed this season. 

Johnson, whose eight-year 
unbeaten run over one lap came 
to an end in Wednesdays Paris 


Grand Prix. has pulled nut of the 
Sheffield meeting and Wednes- 
day s Lausanne Grand Prix in or- 
der to fly home to the United 
Slates and regain full fitness. 

“The next time he puts his 
foot to the track he will be right 
and I'll be amazed if he does not 
run 43 seconds again this year," 
Black said yesterday. 

Johnson recorded his slowest 
lime in a decade - 45.76sec - as 
he trailed in fifth in a race won 
by his American colleague, An- 
tonio Pettigrew. 


Black, second to Johnson in 
last year’s Olympic 4fl0m final, 
added: “There must be some- 
thing wrong. For an athlete of 
Michael's stature to run as bad- 
ly as that, something is seriously 
wrong. It's like me running 47 
seconds. It just shouldn't 
happen." 

The doable Atlanta gold 
medallist missed two weeks' 
training after Injuring a quadri- 
cep muscle in his 150 metres 
head-to-hcad challenge with 
Canada’s 100 metres world 


record holder, Donovan Bailey, 
in Toronto three weeks ago. 

“I’d like to think 1 could 
miss two months training and 
still run belter than that,** Black 
said. “Michael is certainly do- 
ing the right thing by going 
home to sort things out. It is sad 
for Sheffield, because we went 
to a lot of trouble to persuade 
Michael to run in Britain again 

“But an athlete as great as he 
is should not subject himself to 

the possibility of another poor 
race." Black, whose assumption 


of the British captaincy now 
looks certain following the as- 
surances of Linford Christie's 
management group, Nu£T Re- 
spect, that their man would 
not be running in Britain's 
Warid Championship trials next 
month, now laces a domestic 
challenge in Sheffield. 

He will fine up against bis 
three team-mates in the suc- 
cessful 4x400m relay squad from 


the European Cup triumph^ in 


Munich: Jamie Baulch, 
Richardson and I wan Thomas. 


“It's great for British 400 me- 
tre running to have those three 
youngsters yapping at my 
heels,” Black added. “It means 
I'm not even certain of making 
it into the World Championship 
team. I am British captain and 
Olympic sflver medallist and no 
athlete of that stature has that 
sort of pressure within his own 
country." 

Johnson will run in Britain 
before the end of the season, his 
manager. Brad Hunt, promised 
yesterday. 


“Michael now knows he 
came back earlier than he 
should have. He needed an- 
other couple of weeks' training." 
Hunt said. 


“I think the people in 
ideistandtl 1 


Sheffield wffl understand that he 
does not want to compete if he 
knows he is only going to 
perform to 85 per cent of his 
ability.” 

“He will be back in Britain, 
probably for the meetings at 
Gateshead and Crystal Palace 
before the end of the season.” 


Schumacher 


keeps a 


low profile 


Motor racing 


DERICK ALLSOP 
reports from Magny-Cours 
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Michael Schumacher peered 
out at the rain cascading from 
leaden skies and permitted a 
hopeful smile to ripple across 
his face. “Ai least it should not 
make it worse for us,” be said. 

The Ferrari driver leads the 
world championship by seven 
points, but suspects that by the 
end of Sunday’s French Grand 
Prix here, and certainty by the 
podium ceremony at Suver- 
stone a fortnight later, Jacques 
VQleneuve and his WiHiams-Rc- 
nault will have the decisive mo- 
mentum. 

We have beard it all from 
Schumacher before, of course. 

1 He is the master of playing 
down his chances: remember 
Canada, earlier this month. He 
maintains he is ever the realist. 
Make that a realist about the 
potential of the Ferrari. The 
German has demonstrated on 
numerous occasions his ability 
to bridge the car performance 
gap. Now, however, be insists be 
is confronting a bridge too far. 

“Here, and at SDverstone, it 
is going to be difficult for us to 
finish in the points,” be said. “Af- 
ter SUverstone, I do not know 
where I will find myself. 

“The fact is that we are not 
strong here or at SUverstone and 
there are four teams who will 
give us strong competition - 
Williams. Benetton, McLaren 
and even Jordan. 

“Sure, 1 am leading the 
championship, but you have to 
realise why. As far as reliabili- 
ty is concerned, Ferrari are 
strong. Williams have the per- 
formance but because of certain 
problems and mistakes they do 
not have as many points as they 
. might have. 

“I will fight to the end and do 
everything possible to slay in the 
lead, but I doubt I can do ft.” 

One of the mistakes Schu- 


macher refers to forced VU- 
leneuve into an embarrassing 
early submission on his home 
circuit, at Montreal, prompting 
theories that he might be crack- 
ing under the pressure. 

Schumacher, for one, is not 
counting on that. He said: “It 
would not be fair to suggest this 
because of one mistake.” 

The rain would help his 
cause, as h did in Monaco, and 
the local forecaster says the 
weather will be unsettled deep 
into “le weekend”. Schumach- 
er requires further guarantees. 
“We must pay someone to pray 
for rain,” he urged his team. 

Ferrari are working on less di- 
vine intervention, bringing on 
stream improvements which 
should make the car more com- 
petitive in the second half of the 
season. Williams, meanwhile, 
are hoping their familiar surge 
at this time of the campaign wul 
carry them beyond all powers. 

Damon Hill, champion with 
Williams last season and now, 
in an Arrows- Yam aha. a distant 
observer of these matters, be- 
lieves Williams and Villeneuve 
can rest assured that will prove 
the case. 

He said: “After Canada, 


Jacques will be feeling shell- 
shocked/ 


shocked,, but I think he’s suffi- 
ciently resilient to bounce back 
and after his home race, he will 
be feeling more relaxed. 

“Williams are always strong 
at this period and the swing has 
been decisive for them in the 
past. They traditionally have the 
upper hand in France. Britain 
and Germany, and I would ex- 
pect them to come through 
again.” 

Buoyed by his maiden finish 
for Arrows, albeit in a trun- 
cated Canadian Grand Prix, 
Hill is now hungry for more. 
“That was good for the team 
and for roe, because it can be 
deflating when you’re not fin- 
ishing races,” he said. “The next 
step for us is to get into the 
points.” 



Changes 
denied on 
relegation 
formula 


Bust-up in Bolivia: Riot police protect Epifanio Gonzalez, the beleaguered Paraguayan referee, as Mexico's assistant coach, Carlos de los 
Cohos, leads the protests after Wednesday's tempestuous Copa America semi-final in La Paz. Bolivia reached Sunday’s final with a 3-1 win 
over Mexico, who finished the match with nine men after two of their players were sent off Photograph: Daniel Stapff/Reuter 


England undone by the ‘new Maradona’ 




NICHOLAS HARUNG 
reports from Johor Bahru 
England 1 

Argentina 2 


The score line was the same as 
it was in 1986, the last tune these 
two nations met competitively, 
albeit at seoior level, in the 1986 


World Cup in Mexico City. 
Then it was the Hand of f 


God 

goal from Diego Maradona 
that scuppered England. Yes- 
terday in the Larkin Sladium in 


the second round of the Coca- 
Cola World Youth Cup, it was 
faulty passing that undermined 
England's attempt to remove 
the holders, who now go on to 
face their high-scoring South 
American neighbours from 
Brazil. “We gave the ball away 
needlessly," the England man- 
ager. Ted Powell, said. 

Forks of lightning flashed in 
the distance as Argentina took 
a decisive grip in the early 
stages. Lightning was certainty 
not the name of England's 
game, as one move after another 
foundered on a misplaced pass. 


*typical was the wretched ball 
out of defence from the captain, 
John Curtis, that put Pablo 
Aimar in possession. That 
ninth-minute error was com- 
pounded ty Mark Jackson's 
rash challenge. Down in a the- 
atrical tumble went the Argen- 
tinian and down, too, to no avail, 
went David Lucas as Roman 
Riquebne sent him the wrong 
way with the penalty. 

Curtis atoned tty blocking a 
drive by Aimar ana with a stir- 
ring tackle on the same 17-year- 
old, who has assumed the 
burden of being the “new 




Maradona” But neither Curtis 
nor his outstanding Manchester 
United dub-mate, Ronnie V\kB- 
work. could get close enough to 
Aimar or Bernardo Romeo dur- 
a dazzling double exchange 
passes. England were carved 
wide open and Aimar sidefoot- 
ed the ball in off a post. 

Jackson, who had been del- 
egated to escort Aimar, took 
time off to come agonisingly 
dose with a header from a Jody 
Morris free-kick but it was not 
until Morris stepped aside to let 
Ritchie Humphreys loft over an- 
other free-kick in the 48th 


minute that England profited. 
Jamie Carragher s reward for an 
impressive contribution to Eng- 
land’s midfield was to find him- 
self unmarked for a header that 
belatedly made a game of it 
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The Premier League seems 
certain to press for a reduction 
in the number of clubs relegat- 
ed from the top flight each sea- 
son. Despite Football League 
claims that the current three up. 
three down agreement is “set m 
stone”, and Premier League de- 
clarations that reports of tbe 
promotion and relegation sys- 
tem being abolished complete- 
ly are “totally unfounded”, 
there is a feeling in the upper 
echelons of the game (hat there 
is a need for change. 

The Fbolhall League assistant 
secretary, Andy Williamson, 
admitted that there have been 
calls for talks, but insisted: 
“There is no way that we would 
ever enter into talks aimed at re- 
ducing the number of promotion 
and relegation places to and 
from the Premiership. 

“In fact if you look at other 
league models around the 
world. Itaty for example, there 
is even a case for increasing the 
number rather than reducing iL 

,c We believe that any move by 
the Premier League to change 
it would not be legal - ft is set 
in stone - but that said, we don’t 
believe this is something they 
are ready to press for anyway." 

Any change to the system 
would not make the whole is- 
sue of promotion and relegation 
defunct, however, and the Pre- 
mier League's spokesman. 
Mike Lee. said: “To say that we 
are looking to abolish promo- 
tion and relegation is a total 
nonsense.” 

Doncaster Rovers have slaved 
off the threat of extinction fol- 
lowing a winding-up order 
brought by the Inland Revenue. 
It was overturned in the High 
Court in Leeds yesterday in 
favour of an administration or- 
der, granted to the chib. 

Brighton, though, may not be 
as lucky. The Hereford United 
chairman, Peter Hill, is to make 
an llth-hour appeal for his side 
to be reinstated to the League. 
Hifl claims that Brighton, who 
finished one place above Here- 
ford last season, have not com- 
plied with the League’s demand 
fix 1 a £5001000 bond which should 
have been lodged at the end of 
last week. 


Salford go straight back into action 


Rugby League 


DAVE HADF1ELD 
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Salford have tbe unenviable 
task of being the first English 
club to fty home from their 
tribulations in Australia to be 
thrown straight back into 
domestic action. 

Not back in Britain until 
Wednesday, Salford have to 
play Warrington tonight, not to 
mention flying out again to 
play Paris next week. 

“They are professional play- 
ers and they nave to get on with 
it, however the fixtures fall,” 


their coach, Andy Gregoxy, 
said. “You won’t hear any ex- 
cuses from me.” 

Salford have Andy Burgess at 
loose forward for the injured 
David Hulme, while Lokeni 
Savelio is preferred to Paul 
Forber in the second row. 

Wigan are planning to give 
the Academy international 
hooker, Ian Talbot, his Super 
League debut against Sheffield 
on Sunday, with Martin Hall 
out for a month with a broken 


arm. 

The dub has deferred the 
question of what to do about 
Neil Cowie, sent home from 


Australia for missing a training 
session, until a full board meet- 
ing can be convened next week. 
The chairman. Jack Robinson, 
has denied that there were any 
other major disciplinary lapses 
on Wigan’s flight home. 

“There were a couple of 
players who went towards the 
edge, but they were reeled back 
in,” he said. 

The London Broncos have 
introduced two more of their 
developing British players into 
their squad to face Castleford 
this weekend. Giles Thomas, a 
half-back from Worcester, and 
Ian Higgins, a centre from 


Scotland via Cambridge Uni- 
versity, have both been named 
on the bench for Sunday's 
match. ' 

A League tribunal will today 
hear arguments from Oldham 
and David Bradbury, who has 
been in dispute with them vir- 
tually all season, over whether 
the Great Britain tourist should 
be given free agent status. 

Super League in Australia 
has a new chief executive, but 
the plot continues to thicken 
over the future of the same 
position in Britain. 

Colin Sanders has been 
brought in from outside the 


game (o smooth the path to re- 
unification with the Australian 
Rugby League. However, an 
announcement that was ex- 
pected this week to confirm 
that Mauri cethad Lindsay was 
to leave the Rugby League to 
become chairman of the Tote 
has been put off until next 
month, with Lindsay no longer 
being regarded as tbe clear 
favourite. 

Lindsay said: “I am aware of 
the speculation in the media 
connecting me with the chair- 
manship of the Tote, but I 
have never commented on the 
issue.” 


Underwood to leave Leicester 


Rugby Union 


Roiy Underwood has been re- 
leased by Leicester. The former 
England winger, who turned 34 
last week, will sign off from his 
14-year Tigers career with a tes- 
timonial match at Welford 
Road on 26 Juty. 

Leicester’s chief executive, 
Peter Wheeler, said: “Rory has 
bad a fantastic career for the 
Tigers, England and the Lions, 
but he felt it was time to leave 
as training during the day on a 
daily baas was proving difficult 
with his RAF commitments.” 


Underwood, wh& scored 134 
tries in 236 appearances for 
Leicester, won a record 85 caps 
for England and played six 
times for the Lions, He scored 
an English record 49 tries. 

“My final game for Leicester 


will give me a chance to thank 
J] theT 


has been expanded from 24 to 
32 teams for the 1997-98 season 
with 16 French teams. Welsh 
representation has been cut 
from seven to four following the 
reduction in size of the Welsh 
Rugby Union’s First Division. 
SCOIIAIDJItt h eamow (Henors R>»; a t 


all the Tigers supporters who 
have given me such great plea- 
sure over the years,” Under- 
wood said yesterday. 

Northampton’s Mike Dods 
has been called into Scotland’s 
injury-hit tour party in South 
Africa ahead of today's dash with 
Northern Transvaal in Pretoria. 

The European Conference 
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SPORTING DIGEST 


Crash rules out Criville 


moTorcycung. 


Alex Criville will miss tomor- 
rows 500ce Datch Grand Prix 
in Assen after be fore an artery 
in his hand during a crash in 
qualifying practice yesterday. 

Criwfle, second in the world 
championship behind Honda 
team-mate' Michael Doohan 
who took provnabnai pole after 
the session, was taken to hos- 
pital for pi asfiesurgeiy to re- 


store his thumb. The Spaniard 
lost control on a chicane, and 
sl id rarer the tarmac with his aim 
trapped underneath the bike. 

Grivflle was treated at the side 
of the track for 10 minutes be- 
fore being taken away on a 
stretcher. He may also miss the 
forthcoming world endurance 
championship race at Suzuka. 

Doohan, who has won five of 
the six races this season, docked 

2min 3.671sec. 


Edwards stuck in slow lane 




Sailing 


The chances of TfcaVy Edwards 
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breaking the 
record are looking ; 
fy slim, writes Stoari 
Shore manager 
yesterday 



tlantic 
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that Ed- 


Sun Affiance, ftadsfajjwd^ k> ^ 

en knots man area 

at the Lizard. 



Edwards and her all-woman 

crew of nine need to average 

more than 20 knots if she is to 
beat the six days, 13 hours and 
three minutes record set by 
Serge Madecin 1990. 

There was little wind and lots 
of rain for the 12-metre Clas- 
sic Regatta in St Tropez, which 
saw yesterday's race won tty 
Francois Pailloux in French 
gigs- Patrizio Beitelli was sec- 
ond on Nyela. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 
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rraw. 

Rugby Union 

TOUR MATCH: Nontom TransoM v Scotland 
(6.15) {M Login VWWfSotfwn. Pnloriat. 

Speedway 

7.30 unJoss sard 

BITE LEAGUE: Bote Vuo v Bndfoftfc Pewtor- 
oupivVlfeiwtempion. 

PREMIER LEAGUE: Arena Essmv KG t&ft; Ed- 
inbupi v long law. 

Other sports 
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Outfit; Four Nasons’ Untar-21 ttnmni M 
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TODAY’S 

NUMBER 



10,000 


[The ss of bet, in pounds, tek- 
«i josjBttiay tty Ladbrokes on 
Nfctetysontoregan his World 
Boxing Association heavy* 
title from EvanderHoty- 
fieid tomoffow. Tyson's odds i 
were cut to 4-7 from 4-6, With 
HoMttd at 5-4 from 11-10. 


Amer ica n footbafl 


11)6 Scottish Claymores have named 

communications director, Will Wit- 


thetre 
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son, as ac&ng ganerel manager In place 

of Mihe Kefler, who has left because he 

was unwiRIng to accept budget cuts. 
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Athletics 
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M Psncortn [Sol 13:12.95. 110m I miSw 1 M 

Cmar(USl3aK2AJ0bnson(US)13^9:3ilte. 

me ISBmlj 1334. 400m NrtWn 1 B Btamon 
(US) 4B15; 2 S Maeto (Zone 4093: 3 D AOms 
OS 4080 Lotatoap: 1 K Scounoi HU 024nt 

2 J dacMonf Uwtt) 023; 3 C Tours {Son) 033. 

p ota v o iae IP Mata* (Beta) SaailFctapowft 

(Kazata 5,70; 3 P Manson (LS 5.7ft 4- v 


Woop A: Ebanai 55 Ruama 65; QeeoB 74 Tulmr 

52; Turkey 70 Basra 62. Creep ft Stomns 75 

France 8ft Lonuana 75 hmei. (taoam ft Lam 

75 )»y 85; Y Ugadawa 10a Potanc76; Potato 

66 IM 79. Bov ft IMBne 54 Span 82 Ora- 
tta 75 Germany 55. 


EqaestrianSsm 

MACALLAN WTEBNA1MMAL HORSE TRIALS 

tBeayMmwfc Imenpa Her ***** 

Boek King ©BuBan) 


BoodBg 

Herbie Hide was 241b fighter than Tony 
Tucher at the peWt-in for their tight far 
ttwwcartWtoridBarfrigOr^nsaPonti- 
tte w Nomtch tnmomwtTldB scaled ISst 

iSb 402, Just ouerSb heavier than mfiren 

ne tost the WBO tide to RkidcKBcwe, 

compared 10 tucker's 17st 81b 4oz. 


32^4 penalOBf; 2 Fame Oanfcr ©Scads) 403; 

3 Oscar rc Bartel and M Lrae duFenauj © Har- 

nson. W «6A NMormfc Hr® OhcMm (TBoon) 
51; 2 Bomanm (P (Men ded 5SA 3 toco Sa- 

*r© Smosi 507. Nmhato (FtadumSecttao): 

1 The ksh One (C Bate) 41J.- 2 abboc Park 

IP Vane# 400: 3 OmiBo'aGtomn BUie) 402. 


C taium l aN Itoat. A Tnmrm iGoV A Anda (to. 

“ton* (ON) 85" 


S BN* (Um 580. JamOnc 1 B tony tG*D 8534; 
2 P Bodan ism 8400 3 T PiioM iUS5 84i»*. 
W0MBt200nl.LIMef(US)22SBee21Cugv 
ben Uam) 22. Td; a 5 tot (to 2204: T U-J tome 


Cycting 

TOUlOFSWinERLANDlfthl 

Devos to Zflrtcft) teatoig pa 

’ ’ “ - rSmeii 


KlOlSim 

;lMf 


) 23.17 . aOOme 1 Y ANmayom rikB) 2CL02: 


at Fo i l i im m o (ft Hap) ftOllaO: 3 J Maenaarti 


as 31BL40. 1500m: 19 tomlian ns 4KB.4U 

2 A Jasobs (US) 4©9S0; 0 1 SamarahtaM (Rusi 

*UU2; 7 S Dtohunty IW> -tl2J4. 3000m: 1 

Q Saeo (tom) ftdQM' 2 G Wane (Em) &4&31; 

SKBuaer fivl &406t*S(7amn an B53L51 

400m tertta; 1 D torni** Uanv 54Jiaac 

2 1 ButaiMaiey (US) 55. 05: 3 TTamaheta* (Uto 

5529. HMlum 1< Btoaiam lUta) 1.99m: 2 

TtfBlfeto AM XS7;# J LaWua Am lA Pfito 
M: 1R toooeai itong la^art 2 s kmMm 
lOtoa 3A SC. 3 1 USKK*a (fta) 1437. Jhuafee 

1 T H ina a m (Nor) 68.12m: 2 R Ratranadon 

(UP) 64.48; 3 F Ttoa (Haml 61.00. 


bogoU CSwazednO «v 9mai 51aac: 2 M B«- 

w (U aame bme; 3 E 22faal (Gad +tec 4 r 

amoatt du oma tow S T Smeta (Bed %c 8 M 

van Hatamn (Nttro ac 7 FAoAeu (LS *C 8 F 

Gob (tu « • L Aus (E« se 10 M 2bam 

some ame. Maaona aftnSgK ic A 0 tafa» 

(Frt 37hr 48mai lses 2 0 Camaani (SmO 

+2m« 85K} 3 J UWeh Bor) +«0; 4 D Alo- ■ 

neotmaSp) +532; HlharM 

OF Casas GacB(Sp+ +62Z7DWnHBapB} 

+&48: 8 S tea* RO +7U7; S P Brecto (SO) 

+ 7£KUB21iefS(SM) +&3L 

TOUR OF CKHLOMA I 

amalSerentti 


CTMjOWA (Hfcftl— MM to- 

. ... SO saga CZ37)an, Sarana, Sp. to 

Pat,Aia1nnrtlooib<pnntWirlBHarnCMWr 

(Neau TVMV 3m*i 22soc; 2 D Omen (SpJ 


Basebafl 


AMBBCAN LEAGUE: New Yolk YfinMOa 3 Dt- 

noR l; Cnaags WWs Soa 8 tonas cq/ 7 On 10fc 

SaUmore 8 itowMiee t Tees 5 Aoatoan 4; 


Toerrf +8me: 3 M Zantteea (Sp) ONCE +11: 

4 F Bonn s» Keen* *29: s a cow ©pi 

BaneSD same 6 A de l» Guam (to Bonesio 

+39; 7 P Tonhw Ota) tkga 57: 9 C Sotaw 
CSpj Bakool 9 C Cortrena (Cof) 

F.Tetatam +115; 10 P LantencW PQ Mao® 


Football 

Laurie Cafioway, the former Rochdale, 

Btod*un F Sowty)urt,forkandShrews- 

buty midfieldec has been dismtssed as 

head coach or the Major Leaare Soc- 

cer dub San Jose Clash. His replace- 
ment is the Bettast-bom Brian Quinn, 
a former US ettemationBl maffidderwho 

«vas once on Bcnon's books. 
E®pt'sfootbafl federatton has banned 

the defender Ibrahim Hassan from the 

Internationa) squad for life for making 

an obscene gesture id Moroccan fans 

during an African Notions' Ciqj qualifi- 

er in Rabat last Saturday. 'The fens in- 
sulted EfipcT Hassan sad. 

COM AMERICA SomMhai (La Pa« Bofew 3 

(Sandaz 26. Caoao 44. Moieno 75) Mtadco 1 

(ftRmazQ. 

WORLD YOUIH CHMfnONSHP (MatQNta) Sac- 

JJ4 iwoft Aijwnths 2(RotTBr pen 10, PaUo 

2Q Errand l (Conapier 46); JBoan 1 Austitte 

ftOtHna3ftaagAi30Qnnro0iSpaai2Cpre- 

do 0. OMHtaab (29 JnnafeUmflor « Ram 

Shaft Nurii frirrara i Bom an Ptefar®; 

SINK OtoBtand |S» Shah Atom; Japai 

iJotor Sated. 


POUSH IfMUEIM ataadtato: 1 MU» Lo« 
(344)in a Lfcpo WatsaM QA-ni; 3 Odra WotJ- 
=5 taw <34-561; 4 OKS HatoMCO (34*31; 5 AfP- 

icaWlonki (34-52). Walapna*a«BNctelwT. 

Humk Krafco*. Ste* vgracte*. Sow Tycte- 
aaTELEVISRM lim BiMdi ataUo oaaae 

nxxctea unless gwatf Anfuat: Son 3b Hiwm- 

■to v CeK (12J0). Manctostar (M » Ctokeo 

i3A) (Owh SMaU WaoifaWl Mon 4e Ranaw 

v HoiiB (7^45) $m I* StoOoU UB v 9utSS- 

IBM (1.0); Teoartom v Mpa w r UM (4.0). 

Mpa U: Moral v Oncrmy t&O). Dio 12: QPR 

v tom (7.45) (Coca-Cola Cup>. FrflSsNm- 

•dm toresiwNoimeh (7>i5). Sin 13! toswtfi 

w UddtoEMs^i ( 10 ); nntte Um v HBwraan 

(4J)). Mon 18: Luun vSoumand (7.45). FM 22: 

itorctaswOmaTranmam (7.45). Sun 24c MM 

ganraeh vWfchee OO): Bamtaer * Ctoiaea (4 jB. 

Mon 28c BtecHtem » She»<*J Wednesday taoi. 

to 29: Svckpon v armmNwn (7^46). tin at 

Oram v ton VNo clo: ihemMyNamaoe (4J)). 

SesMmBor: Mon li Boton v Emnon (BOt. Sun 

71 Odom Wd » Woteu n.0). Mon ft Quean ■» 

tom (tears wPOftsmoutn n. 45 t. wod life Er» 

fcmd v MoMom (8J?) (WWB Cup, Wtotetayl. S 

12: ftay vManetenrQv (7^5). Sun a* Orm- 


Manctesfflf Urn (1115). Sun T. Wmoeckxi v 

Souftvnpun W »■ tom ft StetteU Vtadncs- 


day v BaraKy_r7.45E Ft) lft (Maid v queen's 

Noanfr 


Pbft Ran^rt (7.45). Soa 14c Vtohes v 

hum Forea (l^hr Boftoc v Dortw ( J.Ol. Mon 

Marcteaer Uio v Asm Vita (ftO). Son 21: New- 

■ Eeata«ManeherarLM(4jft.Men2ftV8rTOMcri 

» Amoral «JW. to 2ft Raaome « Weal Bmm (to 

B»;AsmnVto»Toaontem[SJ).Suw3ftNew- 
cento vurapoi* (50- tact, tom 2ft Souramp- 

ton v Chdtoo (to Uni. Jammy: Hu h toons 

v Hterraan (20). Fri ft Caw v Rai^ws (2.0i. 

Fatetnn mo 24c Kknamoeh v Raneers (7.45). 
Aprifc Son 1ft Ranuas » Ciflt (4.0). 


Goff 


Heavy rain farced ptay on the fcst day 
of the French Open in Paris to be aban- 
dorted yesterday without a angle play- 
er completing a round. 


Mnom v Swidarand cUQk 
(•TOL ftflfc tamtam ii 


Wo tor cycfag 

OUTftlSOOoc GRAND PEBX(wcon,Smxoidoj 4 


l(7^S.( 


.. J»WMwni»( 

2 ftChod»nvBadtam (lOtTctetse 

v H** 1 Wta «BJ»- W 

2 ft Nonwch v IpMdi ( 7 ^ 5 ). Sm 2 ft Statar 

land « MaStabiBu|h OO): BtocUunn v Cam. 

Sres. [7 .45). San ^Mruu^vsXd 

'WHL^UwpodoCtefceo I4 Ai.sk 1ft Holy 


1M Dooban (flu a, Honda) 2ms 03«71rac; 2 

cetera tSo, Honda) 2:04JI22; 3 0 Random 


^flqjg) ft04.608: 4 A QMfc (So. Honda: 


s5T0kBda Uapzn. HcrtfeO +205.056. 




- J 12-01. Men 1* fl u nmaiam vWomo 

(7-45). M 17i Caristo v toasnn [Test. Sm 1 ft 


Crertan v State (LOi; Tonmnam » Steffieid 

Widnosaw (4«. Man 20: tansley v Canmiy 

a.a.FrtafcHBBQhgvNQBin^ain Fun t (MX 

Sm 2ft Quoarfs ton Ranm V MbncnramrCav 


Rugby League 

«OW> DMSI0N (Wednoorayp tab maute: 
tamiiy (ft 4 , RodHWe O® 34. ftamto^Tte 

teftn. ni B c t rt « (o i1Wa»MBnan2,GaiaMd.Mor- 

(tan. PtatimaA. PiwN. Gtea Qartland 5. (SlSi. 


MM L EAGUE P loymT tat to<{Wmhmo- 
dw^ Real Madorra lrearbere 21) Rsyo Vafio- 
cano 0 (Socond kg Sunftja. 


UZO - tart Bwun vSouaiamwon Wffl. Mon 

ft Warn Item vftysw Palace B.0). Rt 7: Mon- 

cteaw &» wHraderafldd UJOi. Sm ft fewer 

fl-Oli A rad YMandwaa-um 

MSt. Mon lft_U«0TOrvVifiiratafe AO. ft( 

22: Futaam » Sfcigran r/.a5l. Sun Zi Wfei 

tammeh (taepam ant. ueos v Wes tom 

W M: Chgta) r Smndon (7)45). Sun 30: h- 
serte v LAwpool (5.0 - ws). DecMtaR Mm 1; 
total * iwmaato ( 8 . 0 ). SM & Uveipoal « 


R^by Union 

Bndsaxl have appointed the Hen 2ea- 
tender John Phillips, the former Can- 

tertwry flanker and Hawke's Bay coach, 

as their new coach. 


TOUR MATCH (Bftopon. SA, Wataraftyk Ma 
rtwa): Gauwifl Falure 38 Scofend 3 S. 


Speedway 

BftEUA^ifeiponoftliaumHEBs&oura 
fWBt&tagiEd fra do. 

PSBUBI LEAGUE: PoatpOMd: SlKffiaU v 
fiba^fWwtafflBdtrarao. 
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Troubled Tyson 

Ken Jones on the challenger 
racked by doubt, page 26 


sport 
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Master of disguise 

Schumacher plays down his 
FI title chances, page 29 



Lions roll out supercharged Bentley 


Rugby Unio n 

CHRIS HEWE7T 
reports from Durban 

The Barmy Army love 
v® him to bits, the head- 
line writers consider 
jy *? . him manna from heav- 
***** en and the Springboks 
hold him in the deepest suspi- 
cion as an unpredictable force 
of nature. John Bentleys per- 
formance for the Lions over the 
past six weeks has generated 
more opinion than the single 
European currency and now 
that he is finally sec to take cen- 
tre stage, the clamour of vocif- 
erous debate will only increase. 

A cult figure of Merv Hugh- 
es stature with a dash of Paul 
Gascoigne's cheek and a touch 


of Fred Trueman’s bluff York- 
shire candour thrown in for 
good measure, the hyperactive 

wing from Dewsbury will replace 

the injured leuan Evans in the 
British Isles line-up to take on 
South Africa in what could be a 
decisive second Test here to- 
morrow. The occasion might 
have been made for him; any 
man who lists Spanacits as his 
favourite film is ready to put his 
body on the line lor a good cause. 

“1 set out to make the Test 
side and I feel a sense of 
achievement, but the show is not 
over yet," he said yesterday af- 
ter learning of his promotion by 
early- morning letter in the now 
customary Lions' fashion. “All 
I’ve been given is an opportu- 
nity and it’s up to me to take it. 
lb waste that opportunity would 


be criminal, both from a per- 
sonal and a team point of view. 

“In terms of profile and pub- 
lic interest, this will undoubtedly 
be the biggest game of my life. 
To play South Africa, the world 
champions, in their own back 
yard and be chasing a series vic- 
tory ? That’s quite something in 
anyone’s book. 

“I'm playing well, l know that 
I'm very critical of my own 
game - very critical indeed, 
because if I’m not, someone else 
will be - but when I look back 
over the tour so far, I don’t see 
bow it could have gone much 
better. I was disappointed with 
the Northern Transvaal dis- 
play, not because I had a bad 
game but because I had no real 
opportunity to express myself. 
In general terms, my game 


a gains t Gauteng wasn’t that 
good, although the try I scored 
there was special. Even against 
the Emerging Springboks a 
week or so ago, the first half was 
pretty quiet. But the last 120 
minutes of rngby have been 
good. Really good” 

The Uons w31 need him to 
be even better if they are to 
dose out the series by going two 
up with one to play, especially 
as the new Springbok back di- 
vision will find it almost im- 
possible to perform as dismally 
tomorrow as their predecessors 
did in Cape Ibwn last Saturday. 
The South Africans may be 
uncomfortably aware of Bent- 
ley's priceless ability to break 
games open with his Rambo- 
esque running, but they also feel 
his flawed positional play leaves 


him vulnerable to the oblique 
angles favoured by the likes of 
Andre Joubert and Pieter 
Rossouw. 

Still Bentley has done far 
more right than wrong on this 
tour and his last three-try effort 
against Free State in Bloem- 
fontein on Tuesday night was 
nothing short of spectacular. Hs 
first Uons cap will go with the 
two he earned with England in 
1988 and the brace of Great 
Britain honours he won against 
France following bis move to 
rugby league later that same 
year. 

Bentley aside, the selectors 
have chosen to leave well alone 
in the wake of last weekend's 
courageous triumph at New- 
lands; Scott Gibbs and Jeremy 
Guscott continue in midfield de- 


spite the high-quality challenge 
of Allan Bateman while Tim 
Rodber hangs on at No 8, 
although Eric Miller's claims 
were considered long and hard 
by the tour hierarchy at their 
meeting on Wednesday night 
MiUer gets a place on the bench 
at the expense of Rob Wain- 
wright and Neil Back is also in- 
cluded among the replacements 
as a result of toe derision to keep 
an extra forward in reserve. 

“The selection process was 
far harder than one might have 
imagined in the light of the 
Cape Town victory,” Fran Col- 
ton, the tour manager, admit- 
ted. “Our problems were the 
direct result of the quality of 
performance we produced in 
Bloemfontein, which simply re- 
emphasised how well virtually 


every player is going at the mo- 
ment. There was a lot of debate 
over four dr five positions, right 
wing and No 8 among them." 

Cotton confirmed that Will 
Greenwood, the Leicester cen- 
tre heavQy concussed during 
the Free State match, would fly 
home on Sunday under strict in- 
structions to avoid all contact 
sport for at least two months. 
Evans, who collapsed with a 
groin tear during tr aining on 
Wednesday, will be sidelined for 
a similar length of time and it 
is now possible that the out- 
standing Welsh wing has played 
his last game of top-level rugby. 

Tony" Stanger, the Scottish 
centre/wing who scored a fa- 
mous Grand Slam-winning try 
for his country against England 
at Murrayfield in 1990, has 


been placed on standby by the 

Uons management. 

“There are only two games 
left after tomorrow’s Tea but we 

don’t want to be exposed. Cot- 
ton said. “We’ll look at the med- 
ical bulletins on Sunday before 
deciding whether we need Tbny 
on board.” _ . 

BRITISH isles (V * «* * Me »- 
tenons H kmm S tfWW ffJSS 
J BcnUw (Newcastt? 

(Barn oral W* s QM “ 

Wales). * Ton iNewcasDe OTd SfflWM). S 
Townsend 

Pnmwn fftontwmpOT qflJjjq^TgiiMi 
(Wtstsonsxiiand Scoaancfl.KWood 

m irefarafl. 5l£S: 

son Hendon hfih B 8 ®**"??** 

and Eratenri). T HodMr (WoctfUmtm nand.Engr 
Branjfra (Saracens end &»antfi ■ 
raantcc M Cstt <B«n o*gganai- Ai Haa fcy 
fljecesw oral Engtarafl. B WMams (Wtfjnraw 

and waesj.J Loomed lH8ne*jrans and En^nflj. 
iSatorOHceswand iretondi. NBacfcrtJ*®- 
Uy ww England). 

Underwood to leave, page 29 





Under cover An umbrella and No 4 Court’s scoreboard are just visible over the top of the balloon-like tarpaulins protecting Wimbledon’s grass courts from the rain yesterday Photograph: David Ashdown 
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Thursday's solution 
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ACROSS 

I Germs mostly returned? 
One’s sick, on reflection 

l 7 )., 

5 Vehicle completely over- 
turned, carrying one ice- 
cream ingredient (7) 

9 Mood supplied by cos- 
metics is something to 
build on (10,5) 

10 See! Cream reduced parts 
of ears (5) 

II Width and height seeable, 
possibly - this 7s indicative 
of a cars length (9) 

12 Seaside resort’s favourite 
display of luxuiy (3,6) 

14 The Underworld - a dark 
area, first to last (,5) 

15 Supporting United, and 
dead boastful! (5) 

16 Bet browser is a church- 
man (3.6) 


18 Finished run in this crum- 
pled garment (9) 

21 Exploding stars, never 
huge, tail off (5) 

22 Causing some disgraceful 
behaviour out of the pub- 
lic eye? (63.6) 

23 Unhappy about church’s 
uncanny ability (7) 

24 Measurement or acidity 
cissy dodged in Science 

(7) 

DOWN 

1 A difficult problem for 
fellows caught in farm 
equipment (7) 

2 Gave cash for party activi- 
ty and went on a group 
rave? (7,8) 

3 Dismal day upset servant 
(5,4) 

4 Being dragged within cap- 
ital of Wiles (23) 


5 Not lively, but moving in a 
wild way (9) 

6 Some infection (as al- 
ways) in the nose (5) 

7 Artist - divine and cool 
RA at work (833) 

8 Like unpaid jobs woman 
avoided for ever (7) 

13 China’s obscure railway 
lines are studied in this 

14 i-Lxcitement from shade 
with a shriek (333) 

15 Sun almost ruined after 

unrealistic hope (7) 

17 Pauses to hold one’s 
checks (7) 

19 Bum to chant end of tune 
(5). 

20 Finish off with item of 
menswear more expensive 
(33) 


Sunday play a happy option 
for everyone except police 


Tennis 



JOHN ROBERTS 
reports from Wimbledon 

What does a 
Slazenger Wim- 
bledon high visi- 
bility ball 

(between 635 and 
6.67 centimetres in diameter, 
weighing between 56.7 and 583 
grams and stored at between 
21C and 22C) do in ihe rain? 

Nothing. 

The wet weather has had 
such a worrying effect on the 
tournament that playing on 
Sunday is not so much the issue 
as which Sunday? 

After the second worst start 
in the history of the champi- 
onships - only 1991 has been 
worse, so far - and not much 
respite in the conditions in 
prospect, Alan Mills, the ref- 
eree, wonders when the tour- 
nament will end. 

“As far as we can see into it, 
it's five days of not too hopeful 
weather.’’ Mills said last night, 
after the first complete washout 
of a day’s play since 1992. 
“There are son of spells and 
windows amongst it. but there 
isn’t one day when it says we're 
g oing to have a fine, clear, 
warm, sunny day. even in the 
middle of flaming June." 

The wettest June, in fact, 
since 1987. 

“Playing on Sunday is obvi- 


ously an option we are serious- 
ly considering at the moment," 
Mills confirmed, “but it is not just 
in the Chib’s hands as to whether 
we can do it. We've got to get 
permission from the council 
and Lhe police before we can 
even contemplate doing it.” 

The police do not appear 
keen on a repetition of People's 
Sunday *91. Inspector Philip 
Coates, who is in charge of se- 
curity, said: “The Gub have pre- 
viously said they wouldn’t want 
to play on the middle Sunday. 
When" it happened in 1991, it 
caused so many problems the 
general view was we didn't 
want to do it again.” 

Mills, while acknowledging lo- 
gistical difficulties, has fond 
memories of a unique occasion. 
“I personally thought the mid- 
dle Sunday in ’91 was probably 
Lhe most inspiring day that 1 have 
spent at Wimbledon," he said. 
“The people and the atmosphere 
was just electric, and ! thought 
it was an absolutely great suc- 
cess.” 

He added, “But also, weath- 
erwise, we did have a forecast 
for the Sunday in 1991 that said 
it was going to be a good day. 
It would be, lei us say. a bit sil- 
ly of us if we, knowing the 


weather forecast, open up 
everything and we spend a day 
like today. So that's another 
consideration that has to be tak- 
en into account.” 

So what next? “We keep sol- 
diering on and playing as many 
matches as we can,” Mills said. 
"We have a certain number of 
rest days built into the second 
week from the singles players' 
point of view. The longer it goes 
on like this, the more chance 
they keep losing their rest days 
and they will have to play 
matches back- 1 o-back. 

“Wfc've already cut the doubles 
down to three sets. We have still 
got 2S ladies who haven't finished 
their first round singles. We’ve 
got six men who are unfinished 
in their first round singles. So 
we've got 34 matches lhal are an 
absolute priority to play.” 

Might the situation call for 
reducing the men’s singles to the 
best of three sets? “It hasn't 
been done, as far as I can re- 
member. but again that's an- 
other option.” 

And would there be a time 
limit if the championships go 
into the third week? "1 think 
Tuesday would probably be a 
deadline, because players have 
other commitments. 
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Having invested some £100m 
in a new No 1 Court complex, 
had the Club made a mistake in 
not having a retractable roof.? 

Tim Phillips, chairman of 
Wimbledon's order of play sub- 
committee, said: “This is an old 
chestnut." 

So wfll there never be a roof? 
"I don’t think anybody would 
say 'never', but we have con- 
sidered it from every single an- 
gle. not least from the players' 
angle, and the view of ihe mo- 
ment is where we are. 

"On the question of rain, in 
terms of putting a giant um- 
brella over the championships, 
it would be lovely to do it. We 
haven't found the practical so- 
lution dial answers all the issues. 
One of the main considerations 
is the fact that this is an outdoor 
tOumamenL Its a grass court 
tournament, and what about the 
players who don't play on a cov- 
cred court?” 

So why not floodlights and 
night play ? “Because then the 
grass gets dewy and slippery." 

Mills added, “This is anoth- 
er answer to the lights question. 
The BBC did a trial, and all the 
moths arrive on the court." 

How about taking up the 
grass, then? 

Mills interjected, "I don't 
think that needs an answer." 

Meantime, as a sage once 
said, they wait who ought to 
stand and serve. And so loo do 
the sodden spectators. 
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Paul Ince. the No 1 transfer tar- 
get for the new Everton man- 
ager, Howard Kendal], may well 
be heading to Merseyside - but 
to Liverpool, not Everton. 

Ince's move back to England 
from Internationale was looking 
more likely yesterday. The Eng- 
land midfield player is unhappy 
that the Milan club turned down 
a £4m offer from Liverpool but 
he may get his wish following In- / 
ter’s agreement with Bayer Lev-l 
erkusen to buy the Brazilian 
midfielder Ze Elias for £5m. 

Bobby Robson, one of Ever- 
t on’s original managerial targets, 
has been told by Barcelona he 
will not continue as coach next 
season, although he is expected 
to slay at the club. “They told me 
10 days ago," Robson said yes- 
terday. 

Bruce Rioch has turned 
down the chance of succeeding 
Kendall at Braiuall Lane, elect- 
ing to stay as No 2 to Stewart 
Houston at QPR. Meanwhile 
Sheffield United arc still de- 
manding £lm compensation 
following the departure of 
Kendall, who had signed a new 
deal in January' and had two 
years to run on his contract. #i 

“We do not know how long - 
this will take but were deter" 
mined to press our case to the 
full,” United’s chief executive. 
Charles Green, said. "Howard 
Kendall may be at Everton today 
but legally he Is still an employ- 
ee of Sheffield United We’ve re- 
ceived no letter of resignation." 

With compensation negotia- 
tions ongoing, caretaker-man- 
ager Nigel Spa c km an seems 
destined to shoulder the role of 
team manager when the plavers 
repon back for training and pos- 
sibly into the new season. 

__ Roy Hodgson wili make 
Swedish international Anders 
Andersson his second signing for 
Blackburn. The Maimo mid- 
fielder follows Patrick Mtiety. 
who flew in yesterday to finalise 
a player-exchange with striker 
Niklus Gudmundsson. both rat- <> 
ed at £lm. Andersson came ^ 
through the ranks at Maimo 
under Hodgson a few years ago. 

Man Le Ussier has signed a 
new four-year contract with 
Southampton. The deal lies Le 
Tissier. 28. to The Dell until the 
end of Lhe 2niJU/2Qfll season and 
ends speculation of a big-mon- 
ey transfer. 

The LeiceMer manager. Mar- 
tin O Neill, was bitter vesterday 
about the departure of Simon 
Grayson to Aston Vrffa. The de- 
fender turned down a new deal 
at Filbert Street to join the for- 
mer Leicester manager Brian 
Little on a ihree-vear deal 

“We thought wc were very 
agreement." O'Neifi 
said. Thu, has come out of the 

wi!l demand 
an *f ld £ 1 for the 27-year-old. 

Fn«£”? sU * ; hope 10 si gn the 

DinnvM' V,,U i lh inler uationaJ 
Danny Murphy in a £2.5 m deal/ 

m th«. next 48 hours. * 



To: City Index Ltd., Cardinal Court, 23 Thomas More Street, London El 9YY, 
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We’re offering the widest spread of bets on the British Lions Tour - pass it on 

City Index haw already touched down with lhe widest time of lhe first drop goal. You can bet on just 
spread of bets available anywhere on the British Lions about anything, even after the matches have started. 

tour of South Africa. ^ for 

You can bet on which team will win a match, So call David Harvey now on 0171 528 9887 or fill 

lhe points they will win by, their score or even the in the coupon to avoid the scrum. 

WB* Spread bets cony a high level of risk to your capital. Only speculate with money you can afford to lose. Spread belting may not be suitable for off investors; therefore ensure that you fufly understand the risks involved and seek dw 'Z 

^ ... _ j avice tf necessary. 
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